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D ea r  A l l

W e l c o m e t o o u r  e-w o r k s h o p  o n  d i g i t a l  an d m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y!

A s  I  sa i d  i n  a p re v i o us an n o u n ce m e n t, w e  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  be i n t e r es t i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e o n  t h i s m a i l i n g  

l i s t t he f a ce-t o-f a ce c o n v e rsa t i o ns w e  ha d  d u r i n g  t he re ce n t  E A S A  c o n f e re n ce i n  M a y n o o t h  (Ire l a n d). 

S o f r o m  n o w  u n t i l  T u es da y  1 2  O c t  w e ' l l  b e h o l d i n g  an i n f o r m a l  e-w o r k s h o p  r i g h t  he re o n  so me o f  t he 

k e y  q ues t i o ns a r i s i n g  f r o m  b o t h  sess i o ns. T h e  i d ea i s n o t  so m u c h  t o re v i e w  w h a t  w a s sa i d  an d 

o m i t t e d i n  M a y n o o t h  b u t  r a t he r  t o  ta k e so me o f  t he q ues t i o ns t ha t w e r e l e f t  ha n g i n g  i n  t he a i r  at t he 

c o n f e r e n ce an d  use t he m  as a w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  ab o u t  i ss ues o f  i n te res t t o  pe o p l e o n  t h i s 

l i s t.

I ' l l  n o w  g i v e y o u  a b r i e f  o v e r v i e w  o f  t w o  o f  t h ose E A S A  pa ne ls, na me l y  t he m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  [1] 

an d  t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  [2] pa ne l, f o l l o w e d  b y  a set o f  su g ges te d q ues t i o ns f o r  f u r t he r  d i s c uss i o n, 

w i t h  m a n y  t ha n k s t o  P h i l i p p  B u d k a, H e a t he r H o r s t, D a n i e l  M i l l e r  an d  M a r k  A .  Pe te rs o n  f o r  t he i r  

i n v a l u a b l e f ee d ba c k  an d  t o a l l  o f  y o u  w h o  pa r t i c i p a te d i n  t he pa ne l s (see a ls o n u m be re d l i n k s be l o w).

T h e  a i m  o f  t he m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  pa ne l  (con ve ne d b y  P h i l i p p  B u d k a  an d m y se l f) w a s t o e x p l o r e 'a 

c r u c i a l  aspec t  o f  m e d i a te d p ra c t i c e, na m e l y  i t s re w a r ds (cf. W a r de 2005). A s  c o n te m p o r a r y  so c i a l  

w o r l d s be c o m e e ve r m o r e m e d i a-sat u ra te d [...] q ues t i o ns a r i se ab o u t  t he c o ns i de r a b l e a m o u n ts o f  t i m e  

an d  m o n e y  t ha t m a n y  i n d i v i d u a ls an d  g r o u ps ap pea r t o  spen d  us i n g, l ea r n i n g, sha r i n g  an d m a k i n g  a l l  

k i n ds o f  m e d i a tec h n o l o g i es [...]'. T h i s i ss ue c o m es at a t i m e  w h e n  b o t h  i n  t he ne w s  m e d i a an d  i n  

p o p u l a r  sc h o l a rs h i p  w e  c o ns ta n t l y  hea r st o r i es ab o u t  t he da n ge rs an d  ab uses asso c i a te d w i t h  'ne w  

m e d i a' (e.g. F a ce b o o k, c o m p u t e r  ga mes an d v i r t u a l  w o r l d s)  an d, m o r e ra re l y, ab o u t  t he i r  

e m a n c i pa t o r y  p oss i b i l i t es (e.g. o f  T w i t t e r, W i k i p e d i a, m o b i l es...). Pa pe r p resen te rs ad d ressed t h i s 

q ues t i o n  o f  m e d i a re w a r ds t h r o u g h  a w i d e ra n ge o f  e m p i r i c a l  e xa m p l es, i n c l u d i n g  m o b i l e p h o nes i n  

p o o r  c o u n t r i es, c o m p u t e r  ga m e m o d i f i e r s (aka ' m o d de rs'), S i l i c o n  V a l l e y  f a m i l i es an d t he i r  d i g i t a l  

p r a c t i c es, a ma te u r  p h o t o g r a p he rs, ac t i v i s t b l o g ge rs, c u l t u r a l  he r i t a ge c o n te n t  c rea t i o n, B o l l y w o o d  

t w ee ts, i n d i g e n o us o n l i ne m u s i c, ra d i o  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  B e n i n  an d et h n o g r a p h i c  f i l m-m a k i n g.

T h e  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  pa ne l  [2], c o-c o n ve ne d b y  H e a t he r H o r s t an d  D a n i e l  M i l l e r, w as he l d  t he 

f o l l o w i n g  da y. T h e  ca l l  f o r  pa pe rs as ke d  t he f o l l o w i n g: ' H o w  ca n an t h r o p o l o g y  c o n t r i b u t e t o  an 

u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  t he i m p a c t  o f  ne w  d i g i t a l  te c h n o l o g i es? T h i s sess i o n  e x p l o r es t o p i cs ra n g i n g  f r o m  

h o w  d i g i t a l  te c h n o l o g i es be c o m e pa r t  o f  e ve r y d a y  l i f e  t o  t he i r  r o l e i n  t he de ve l o p m e n t  o f  ne w  

i n f r as t r u c t u r es w i t h i n  b o t h  c o m m e r ce an d t he sta te'. I n  t h i s case, t he et h n o g r a p h i c  e xa m p l es i n c l u d e d  
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 W e  are v e r y  g ra te f u l  t o  Ju l i a n H o p k i n s (Mo nash U n i v e rs i t y) f o r  t ra ns c r i b i n g  t h i s sess i o n.
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d i g i t a l  m u s i c  p r o d u c t i o n, ha c k e rs, l o ca t i o n-a wa re o b j e c ts, d i g i t a l  te c h n o l o g i es i n  M u s l i m  S o u t h eas t 

A s i a, c u l t u r a l  w e bs i t es i n  Ta n za n i a, m o b i l es an d  t he f t  i n  M o z a m b i q ue, m o b i l es an d  ac t i v i s m  i n  I n d i a, 

W e b  2.0 an d  i m m i g r a n ts i n  I r e l a n d, S pa n i s h b l o g ge rs, an d  a d i g i t a l  a r c h i v e  i n  A b o r i g i na l  A u s t r a l i a. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t he c o n v e ne rs, t hese pa pe rs w e r e o r ga n i se d i n t o  a m o r n i n g  pe r i o d  de v o t e d t o  i ssues 

ar i s i n g  f r o m  'a m o r e se l f-c o ns c i o us sense o f  be c o m i n g  a d i g i t a l  w o r l d ' an d an a f te r n o o n  sess i o n  

'd i r e c te d m o r e t o w a r ds t he w i d e r  f i e l d  o f  an t h r o p o l o g y '.

I  ca n' t d o  j us t i ce he re t o  t he r i c h ness o f  t he m a te r i a l s p r esen te d at t he c o n f e re n ce. I ns tea d I ' l l  m e re l y  

su g ges t a f e w  i ssues ra i se d d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r t he p r esen ta t i o ns t ha t s t re t c h  ac r oss b o t h  pa ne l s an d t ha t w e  

m a y  w a n t  t o  ta l k  ab o u t  i n  t he c o m i n g  t w o  w ee k s:

1 . A s  M a r k  A .  Pe te rs o n  c o m m e n t e d v i a  e ma i l  ap r o p os t he f i r s t pa ne l, t he re see ms t o be an i n te res t i n g  

te ns i o n  be t w ee n  w h a t  A l a n  W a r de (2005) ca l l s t he i n t r i ns i c v s. t he e x t r i ns i c re w a r ds o f  a p ra c t i c e, e.g. 

ra d i o  p r o d u c t i o n, ga me m o d d i n g  o r  et h n o g r a p h i c  f i l m-m a k i n g, t ha t i s be t w ee n t he p l eas u r e an d 

en j o y m e n t  o f  pe r f o r m i n g  a g i v e n  p r a c t i c e i n  i t s o w n  r i g h t  an d  t he e x t e r na l  r e w a r ds (money, p res t i ge, 

f a m e...) t ha t m a y  de r i v e  f r o m  i t. Pe r ha ps w e  c o u l d  e x p l o r e t h i s te ns i o n  f u r t h er. U n d e r  c o n d i t i o ns o f  

s w i f t  so c i o-tec h n i ca l  c ha n ge, w h e n  spec i a l i s t d o m a i ns o f  (dig i t a l) p r a c t i c e a re i n  a sta te o f  f l u x, h o w  

d o  d i g i t a l  p r a c t i t i o n e rs na v i g a te an d shape t he 're w a r ds ca pes' a va i l a b l e t o  t he m?

2. K e r s t i n  A n d e rss o n  w o n de re d ab o u t  t he use f u l ness o f  t h i s 're w a r ds o f  p r a c t i c e' ap p r o a c h  t o m e d i a 

et h n o g r a p h i c  resea r c h. D o  w e  rea l l y  need i t? I f  so, w h a t  f o r? Te n ta t i v e  ans we rs i n c l u d e d: Y es, i t  

a l l o w s  y o u  t o e x p l o r e w h a t  pe o p l e ac t ua l l y  d o  w i t h  (di g i t a l) m e d i a, espec i a l l y  y o u n g  pe o p l e, be y o n d  

t he c u r r e n t  o bsess i o n  w i t h  h o w  w a s te f u l  an d da n ge r o us t hese tec h n o l o g i es are (Ho rs t). Y es, y o u  ca n 

f o l l o w  t he p ra c t i c es (Ar de v o l  et a l) an d  t he p ra c t i t i o ne rs (Oso r i o  an d P os t i l l) w i t h  an o pe n  m i n d  an d 

see w h e re t he y  ta ke y o u.

3. D a n i e l  M i l l e r  p r o p ose d at b o t h  pa ne ls t he ne w  te r m  'p o l y m e d i a' (see a ls o h i s b l o g  p os t w i t h  M i r c a 

M a d i a n o u  [5]). A s  t he c os t o f  ne w  m e d i a f o r  m i l l i o ns o f  pe o p l e ar o u n d  t he w o r l d  c o n t i n u es t o  d r o p, 

M i l l e r  an d M a d i a n o u  see t he e me r ge n ce o f  'an u n p re ce de n te d m e d i a ec o l o g y  w h i c h  [...] m a k es t he 

soc i a l  an d  m o r a l  aspec ts o f  m e d i a c h o i ce i n c r eas i n g l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t he e x pe nse o f  t he te c h n o l o g i ca l  

c o ns t ra i n ts an d  a f f o r da n ces'. F o r  m a n y, t he e m p has is has sh i f t e d  f r o m  't he c o ns t ra i n ts an d a f f o r d a n ces 

v i s a v i s a pa r t i c u l a r  m e d i u m  t o an e m p has is u p o n  t he so c i a l  an d e m o t i o n a l  c o nseq ue n ces o f  c h o os i n g  

be t w ee n a p l u r a l i t y  o f  m e d i a. T h e  m e r e s i t ua t i o n  o f  p o l y m e d i a c ha n ges t he re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n 

c o m m u n i ca t i o n  tec h n o l o g y  an d  so c i e t y '.

4. A  n u m be r  o f  pa pe rs, espec i a l l y  i n  t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  pa ne l, e x p l o r e d  t he m a t e r i a l i t y  o f  d i g i t a l  

p r a c t i c es. T h e  i n t r i g u i n g  n o t i o n  o f  'd i g i t a l  m a te r i a l i t y ' c o u l d  be d i s c ussed f u r t he r? H o w  d oes i t  re l a te 

t o  o n g o i n g  d i s c uss i o ns i n  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i es an d e lse w h e re ab o u t  t he p o l i t i c a l  ec o n o m y  o f  d i g i t a l  l a b o u r?

Y o u  are a l l  n o w  m o s t  w e l c o m e  t o p os t y o u r  t h o u g h ts d i r e c t l y  t o  t he l i s t, i.e. t o  m e d i a n t h r o  a t 

easao n l i ne.o r g  (if y o u r  p os t d oesn' t ge t t h r o u g h  t o t he l i s t, p l ease l e t m e  k n o w  o f f-l i s t be f o r e 

re p os t i n g!).

T o  k ee p t he f l o w  o f  p os ts stead y  b u t  m a na gea b l e, I  su g ges t w e  a i m  f o r  3 t o 6 p os ts pe r da y  m a x. an d 

t ha t n o  s i n g l e pa r t i c i pa n t  p os ts m o r e t ha n 4 t i m es i n  t o ta l.

M a y  t he w o r k s h o p  be g i n!
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U s e f u l  l i n k s:

[1] M e d i a  an t h r o  pa ne l: h t t p://bi t. l y/b N g F x G  

[2] D i g i t a l  an t h r o  pa ne l : h t t p://bi t. l y/cs0 N l i  

[3] P h i l i p p  B u d k a 's c o n f e re n ce re p o r t:h t t p://bi t. l y/bP l B 7e 

[4] H ea t he r H o r s t  an d D a n i e l  M i l l e r 's c o n f e re n ce re p o r t: h t t p://bi t. l y/c T d t o G  

[5] M i r c a M a d i a n o u  an d D a n i e l  M i l l e r, P o l y m e d i a, M a t e r i a l  C u l t u r e b l o g, h t t p://bi t. l y/c X r v p f  

R e f e r e n ce c i t e d:

W a r de, A .  2005. C o ns u m p t i o n  an d  t he o r i es o f  p r a c t i ce, Jo u r na l  o f  C o ns u m e r  C u l t u r e 5: 1 3 1-53.
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M a n y  t ha n k s t o  Jo h n  f o r  o r ga n i z i n g  t h i s i n t e r-pa ne l  e-w o r k s h o p  an d su m m a r i z i n g  w h a t  w as a hea d-

sp i n n i n g  a r r a y  o f  pa pe rs!

I ' l l  re f r a i n  f r o m  re pea t i n g  t he i n t r o d u c t i o n  I  p os te d ~si x t ee n m o n t hs ag o:

h t t p://l is ts.easao n l i ne.o r g/pr i v a te.c g i/med i a n t h r o-easao n l i n e. o r g/2009/00 1995.h t m l  

R a t he r t ha n a i m i n g  f o r  c o m p l e te ness (or so me t h i n g) an d  t r y i n g  t o  en u m e ra te a l l  t he 

q ues t i o ns/obse r v a t i o ns/f o l l o w-u ps I  ha d f r o m  t hese sess i o ns r i g h t  o f f  t he ba t, I ' l l  j us t p i c k  o ne o u t  o f  

t he v e r y  l a r ge b u n c h. I t 's a c o ns i de r a t i o n  I  ha ve hea r d  e x p l i c i t l y  i f  o n l y  pe r e n n i a l l y, an d  i t 's o ne I  

f o u n d  m y se l f  re t u r n i n g  t o  at se ve ra l  m o m e n ts d u r i n g  so me o f  t he ta l k s i n  M a y n o o t h  (even w h e r e i t 

w as n' t rea l l y  ce n t r a l  t o  t he ta l k) b u t  I ' d j us t l i k e t o  ad d  so me c u m u l a t i v e  p ress u re t o  f o r e g r o u n d  i t  as 

ce n t r a l.

I  c o u l d  c oa rse l y  re f e r  t o  i t  as t he o pe n/pr o p r i e ta r y  d i s t i n c t i o n. M o r e  e x p l i c i t l y, I ' m  re f e r r i n g  t o  "o pe n 

so u r ce" (as i n  F O S S, o pe n da ta f o r m a ts, o pe n sta n da r ds/pr o t o c o l s, e t c.), b u t  a ls o m o r e ge ne ra l l y  t o 

re l a te d b u t  d i s t i n c t  p he n o m e na/prac t i c es bea r i n g  ap pe l l a t i o ns w i t h  t he "o pe n" p re f i x  (e.g. ha r d w a re, 

l i c e ns i n g, p u b l i s h i n g, g o ve r n m e n t, e t c.). T o  a l a r ge de g ree, t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n  has p r i n c i p a l l y  se r v e d  

(wi t h i n  an t h r o p o l o g i c a l  d i s c o u rse) i n  desc r i b i n g  t he se l f-i d e n t i f i c a t i o ns o r  d i s c u rs i v e  p os t u r es 

assu m e d  b y  o u r  su b j e c t  c o m m u n i t i es; t y p i ca l l y  t he y  are e i t he r  "hac k e rs" w h o  ad v o ca te t he use o f  o pe n 

so u r ce < w ha te v e r> (or at l eas t t he y  ca r e ab o u t  t he d i s t i n c t i o n) o r  t he y  a re m e d i a/tec h n o l o g y  use rs w h o  

d o n' t ca re ab o u t  t he d i s t i n c t i o n  o r  a re n' t a wa re o f  i t.

O c cas i o na l l y, a c o n ce r n  o f  so m e resea r c he rs w i t h  t ha t d i s t i n c t i o n  (par t i c u l a r l y  i n  te r m s o f  r esea r c he rs' 

o w n  p r a x i s) ge ts cas t as an e x te r na l i t y  o r  as o ne o f  t he m a n y  s l i p pe r y  m a r k e rs be t w ee n  sch o l a rs h i p  

an d  ad v o ca c y, an d as a res u l t  w e  (ant h r o p o l o g i s ts) us ua l l y  re m a i n  ag n os t i c. I  w a n t  t o  te n ta t i v e l y  

ad va n ce a set o f  i n t e r m i n g l e d c l a i m s: 1) f o r  t he an t h r o p o l o g y  o f  m e d i a an d d i g i t a l  c u l t u r e, a 

sens i t i v i t y  t o  t he o pe n/pr o p r i e ta r y  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s u na v o i d a b l y  ce n t r a l, 2) resea r c he rs' t o o l s an d 

i n t e r f a ces shape w h a t  w e  o bse r v e an d  p r o d u ce (wr i t i n g  an d  p h o t o g r a p h y  be i n g  t he o b v i o us e xa m p l es), 

an d  t he o pe n/pr o p r i e ta r y  d i s t i n c t i o n  has c o m es c r u c i a l l y  i n t o  p l a y  w i t h  d i g i t a l  t o o l s/i n te r f a ces, an d 
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f i n a l l y  3) g i v e n  t he g l o ba l  l a n dsca pe o f  m e d i a c o n t r o l  an d  tec h n o l o g y  re g u l a t i o n, t he o pe n/pr o p r i e ta r y  

d i s t i n c t i o n  a m o u n ts t o  a q ues t i o n  o f  r esea r c h  e t h i cs.

E a c h  o f  t hese c l a i m s c o u l d  use en o u g h  e la b o r a t i o n  t o  p us h m e  pas t m y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  c o ns t ra i n ts, so f o r  

n o w  I  m o s t l y  j u s t w a n t e d t o  t h r o w  t he m  i n t o  t he h o p pe r o f  i n te res ts, b u t  i t  o f t e n  see ms a b i t  t o o  eas y 

t o  assu m e t ha t i f  t h ose w e  st u d y  ne ve r rea l l y  ta l k  ab o u t  t he o pe n/pr o p r i e ta r y  aspe c ts o f  t he m e d i a o r  

te c h n o l o g y  t he y  use, i t 's n o t  espe c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  de p i c t i n g  t he i r  w o r l d v i e w. T h i s st r i k es m e  a l i t t l e 

l i k e  sa y i n g  t he f o l l o w e rs o f  Jo h n  F r u m  ne ve r  r ea l l y  ta l k e d  ab o u t  t he "co l o n i ze d/co l o n i ze r" d i s t i n c t i o n, 

so i t 's n o t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n de rs ta n d i n g  t he f l a g-ra i s i n g  ce re m o n i es o n  V a n ua t u. I t  see ms m o r e a 

q ues t i o n  o f  t ra ns l a t i o n, i.e. h o w  t he en u n c i a t i o ns o f  i n f o r m a n ts t ra ns c o de o r  su b l i m a t e w h a t  " we" 

w o u l d  l a be l  "o pe n v s. p r o p r i e ta r y." T h i s see ms q u i t e re l e v a n t  t o  t he q ues t i o n  o f  h o w  "d i g i t a l  

p r a c t i t i o ne rs na v i g a te an d sha pe t he 're w a r ds capes' a va i l a b l e t o  t he m."

T h i n k  I ' l l  s t o p  t he r e f o r  t he m o m e n t...

4



 ‘Polymedia’ thread

Mirca Madianou - m m 577 at ca m.ac.u k

T u e Se p 28 08:22:57 P D T  20 10

D ea r  l i s t, 

A l t h o u g h, u n f o r t u na te l y, I  w a s n o t  p r esen t  a t t he E A S A  c o n f e re n ce, I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  ad d a f e w  t h o u g h ts 

o n  'p o l y m e d i a' w h i c h  Jo h n  P os t i l l  h i g h l i g h t e d i n  h i s ea r l i e r  o ve r v i e w. T o ge t he r w i t h  D a n n y  M i l l e r  w e  

ca me u p  w i t h  t h i s ne w  te r m  be ca use w e  f e l t  t ha t w e  w e r e l a c k i n g  a w o r d  t o  desc r i be t he ne w  m e d i a 

en v i r o n m e n t  o f  m u l t i-p l a t f o r m  c o m m u n i c a t i o n. T o  g i v e y o u  so m e c o n t e x t: i n  t he pas t t h r ee y ea rs w e  

ha ve bee n resea r c h i n g  t he c o nse q ue n ces o f  ne w  c o m m u n i ca t i o n  te c h n o l o g i es o n  t ra ns na t i o n a l  f a m i l y  

re l a t i o ns h i ps as k i n g  h o w  d o  m i g r a n ts w h o  a re sepa ra te d f r o m  t he i r  c h i l d r e n, o r  t he i r  pa r t ne rs, 

m a i n t a i n  l o n g  d i s ta n t  r e l a t i o ns h i p s an d  ca re f o r  eac h o t he r at a d i s ta n ce?

W e  ha ve bee n w o r k i n g  w i t h  F i l i p i n o  m i g r a n t  m o t h e rs i n  t he U K  an d  t he i r  l e f t-be h i n d  c h i l d r e n i n  t he 

P h i l i p p i n es as w e l l  as U K/T r i n i da d i a n  t ra ns na t i o n a l  f a m i l i es an d  ha ve a n u m be r  o f  a r t i c l es i n  p r ess 

an d  a b o o k  en t i t l e d  'Tec h n o l o g i es o f  L o v e: m i g r a t i o n  an d t he p o l y m e d i a re v o l u t i o n ' i n

p r e pa ra t i o n. 

W h e n  w e  be g u n  o u r  f i e l d w o r k  t h r ee y ea rs ag o t ra ns na t i o n a l  f a m i l y  c o m m u n i ca t i o n  w a s o f t e n m a i n l y  

ce n t r e d a r o u n d  o ne tec h n o l o g y  (mob i l e p h o ne, o r  t he i n te r ne t), o r  e ve n  o ne p l a t f o r m  (say te x t i n g, o r  

e ma i l) eac h w i t h  t he i r  o w n  a f f o r da n ces an d l i m i t a t i o ns. I t  w a s o f t e n  p oss i b l e t o  see t he

c o nse q ue n ces o f  t ha t pa r t i c u l a r  t y p e o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o n  t he re l a t i o ns h i p s i n  q ues t i o n. H o w e v e r, 

g r a d ua l l y, an d  ce r ta i n l y  o v e r  t he pas t c o u p l e o f  y ea rs, w e  n o t i c e d a sh i f t  t o w a r ds a s i t ua t i o n  o f  

m u l t i p l e-p l a t f o r m  c o m m u n i ca t i o n. R e l a t i o ns h i ps, i n c r eas i n g l y, d o  n o t  de pe n d  o n  o ne pa r t i c u l a r

m e d i u m, b u t  o n  a p l u r a l i t y  o f  m e d i a an d  p l a t f o r m s w h i c h  su p p l e m e n t eac h o t h e r an d ca n he l p  

o v e r c o m e  t he sh o r t c o m i n gs o f  a pa r t i c u l a r  m e d i u m  o r  p l a t f o r m. Pe o p l e ca n a ls o ta ke ad va n ta ge o f  

t hese d i f f e r e n t  c o m m u n i ca t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i es i n  o r de r  t o  c o n t r o l  t he re l a t i o ns h i p. S o, f o r  e xa m p l e, i f  

t he y  w a n t  t o  a v o i d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t he y  d o n' t ca l l  b u t  sen d an e ma i l  an d  so o n. T h i s has m a d e us e x te n d  

o u r  f o c us t o  t he soc i a l  an d  e m o t i o n a l  c o nse q ue n ces o f  c h o os i n g  be t w ee n  a p l u r a l i t y  o f  m e d i a an d 

p l a t f o r m s  (rat he r t ha n s i m p l y  e xa m i n i n g  t he pa r t i c u l a r  f ea t u r es an d a f f o r d a n ces o f  eac h pa r t i c u l a r  

m e d i u m  an d  tec h n o l o g y). 

A l t h o u g h  w e  re c o g n i ze t ha t t h i s ne w  en v i r o n m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i v e o p p o r t u n i t i es i s n o t  y e t  a rea l i t y  

f o r  e ve r y o ne, w e  d o  ar g ue t ha t i t  r e p r esen ts a q ua l i t a t i v e sh i f t  i n  t he w a y  te c h n o l o g i es m e d i a te 

re l a t i o ns h i ps. T h i s i s w h y  w e  f e l t  t he nee d t o i n v e n t  a ne w  te r m  t o a l l o w  us t o desc r i be t he s i t ua t i o n. 

A l t h o u g h  m e d i a ec o l o g y  c o u l d  be an a l te r na t i v e, w e  f e l t  i t  w a s t o o  ne u t ra l  an d  w e  nee de d a te r m  t o  

e m p has i ze t he *p l u r a l i t y* an d  *pr o l i f e ra t i o n* o f  m e d i a. M u l t i m e d i a, o n  t he o t he r  ha n d, i s n o w  an 

es ta b l i s he d te r m  w i t h  a v e r y  d i f f e re n t  m ea n i n g  (a s i t ua t i o n  w h e re se ve r a l  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s o f  m e d i a a re 

be i n g  use d s i m u l t a ne o us l y  an d i n  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o ns h i p  t o  eac h o t he r, f o r  i ns ta n ce us i n g  i ns ta n t 

m essag i n g  o n  so c i a l  ne t w o r k i n g  s i tes) an d  w o u l d  be, t he re f o r e, c o n f us i n g  t o  use t ha t te r m.

M u l t i-c ha n ne l, o r  m u l t i-p l a t f o r m  m i g h t  be c l o se r t o  w h a t  w e  w i s h  t o  desc r i be a l t h o u g h  c h o os i n g  

e i t he r  w o u l d  f o r ce us t o e i t he r  p r i o r i t i z e 'p l a t f o r m ' o r  'cha n ne l ' w h e n  i n  f a c t  o u r  f i n d i n gs su g ges t t ha t 

suc h te c h n o l o g i c a l  h i e ra r c h i es a re n o t  pa r t i c u l a r l y  m ea n i n g f u l  t o  use rs. T h i s w h y  w e  p r o p ose 

'p o l y m e d i a' as a ne w  te r m  t o desc r i be t h i s ne w  e me r g i n g  en v i r o n m e n t  o f  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  c o m m u n i ca t i v e 

o p p o r t u n i t i es. 
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(For t h ose i n t e r es te d see f u r t he r  d i s c uss i o n  he re: h t t p://bl o gs.n y u.e d u/pr o j e c ts/mate r i a l w o r l d/20 10/09/

p o l y m e d i a.h t m l ) 

I ' d be i n te res te d i n  hea r i n g  o t h e r m e m b e rs' t h o u g h ts - b o t h  b y  t h ose p resen t  a t E A S A ,  b u t  a ls o t h ose 

w o r k i n g  o n  s i m i l a r  t he m es. 

A l l  bes t, 

M i r c a M a d i a n o u  

Mark Deuze - m d e u ze at i n d i a na.ed u

T u e Se p 28 09:08:02 P D T  20 10

t ha n k s t o  Jo h n  f o r  e x te n d i n g  t he c o n f e r e n ce de ba te t o  t he l i s t. as  a l w a ys, i n s p i r i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o ns 

e ve r y w h e re! a w eso me. he re so me ear l y  t h o u g h ts t r i g g e re d b y  Jo h n  an d M i r c a's p os ts.

M i r c a's su g ges t i o n  o f  t h i n k i n g  ab o u t/resea r c h i n g/co n ce p t ua l i z i n g  pe o p l e's en ga ge m e n t  w i t h  m e d i a as 

"p o l y m e d i a" i s a c o o l  at t e m p t  t o  ta m e t he m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  m e d i a.

t he c o n ce p t  an d i ts e x p l i c a t i o n  re m i n ds m e  o f  t h i s q u o te:

"T o m a k e  a m ea n i n g f u l  s t u d y  o f  t he use o f  t he m e d i a, i t  i s ne cessa r y  t o  ta k e d i f f e re n t  m e d i a i n t o  

c o ns i de r a t i o n, t he m e d i a ense m b l e w h i c h  e ve r y o ne dea ls w i t h  t o da y."

w h i c h  c o m es f r o m  a t ra ns l a te d essa y  o f  H e r m a n n  B a us i n ge r, p u b l i s he d i n  M e d i a  C u l t u r e &  S o c i e t y  6 

(1984).

an o t he r r e m a r k  I ' d  l i k e  t o  m a k e i s t ha t o u r  c o l l ea g ues i n  t he so c i a l   sc i e n ces ha ve q u i t e r i g o r o us an d 

e m p i r i c a l l y  r i c h  m o d e l s an d t he o r i es f o r  m eas u r i n g  an d  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  b o t h  m u l t i p l e an d  s i n g u l a r  

m e d i a use - an d ge ne ra l l y  spea k i n g, sta t i s t i c a l  re g r ess i o n  m o d e l s a re use f u l  t o o l s t o  pa rse o u t  h o w  

suc h be ha v i o r  ca n be ad d ressed e m p i r i c a l l y.

t h i s n o t  t o  be s ke p t i c a l  ab o u t  t he i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a ne w  te r m, n o r  t o  q ues t i o n  i t s v a l i d i t y ; b u t  ra t he r  t o 

n o t e t ha t f o r  m a n y  de cades sc h o l a r s m o r e o r  l ess s i m i l a r l y  ad v o ca te d a g r o u n d i n g  o f  st u d y  o f  

pe o p l e an d t he i r  m e d i a i n  an a wa re ness o f  (and res pe c t f o r) t he ge ne ra l l y  m ess y  an d o f t e n i n c o ns is te n t  

w a y s i n  w h i c h  pe o p l e use an d  a re i m m e rsed i n  m u l t i p l e m e d i a (at t he sa me t i m e).

a c o u p l e o f  y ea rs ag o  t he resea r c he rs o f  t he M i d d l e t o w n  M e d i a  S t u d i es c o i n c i d e n ta l l y  su g ges te d t o 

ta l k  ab o u t  "co n c u r r e n t  m e d i a e x p os u r e" i ns tea d o f  " me d i a m u l t i t as k i n g", an d t he i r  a r g u m e n t  f o l l o w s  a 

s i m i l a r  p r e m i se.

a sec o n d  n o t e c o u l d  t he re f o r e be t ha t su c h p o l y m e d i a i m m e rs i o n  i s n o t  a p r o pe r t y  o f  t o da y 's m e d i a (or 

'ne w '/d i g i t a l  m e d i a), b u t  o f  m e d i a i n  ge ne ra l. i n  o t he r w o r ds: m e d i a i n  pe o p l e's l i v es are a l w a y s 

a l rea d y  ense m b l e m a t i c, ec o l o g i ca l, c o n c u r r e n t, m u l t i p l i c i t o us, an d  (thus) p o l y m e d i a l. pe r ha ps t ha t 

essen t i a l  s ta te o f  a f f a i r s has o n l y  n o w  bec o m e m o r e re m a r k a b l e t o  us?

t he t h i r d  c o m m e n t  w o u l d  be t ha t sa ve f o r  M i r c a an d D a n i e l 's w o r k, an d t ha t o f  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  o t h e rs, 

t he re d oes n o t  see m  t o be t ha t m u c h  c o n c r e te f o l l o w i n g  u p  o f  t hese su g ges t i o ns.
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f o r  m e, t he m i s ta k e o f t e n  m a de i s t o  c o ns i d e r  m e d i a as sepa ra te f r o m  pe o p l e/nat u re. f o r  e xa m p l e, Sea n 

C u b i t t  spea ks o f  'ec o m e d i a' i n  t h i s c o n t e x t, an d w e  a ls o ha ve t he c o n ce p t  o f  'b i o m e d i a' (fro m  E u ge ne 

T h a c k e r  a.o.).

m y  o w n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w o u l d  be t o ta l k  ab o u t  l i v i n g  i n, r a t he r  t ha n w i t h, m e d i a - w h i c h  a m o u n ts t o  t he 

'me d i a l i f e ' c o n ce p t. t he p o te n t i a l  ad va n t a ge he re i s t ha t i t  re l i e v es us f r o m  t he nee d t o d i s t i n g u i s h 

be t w ee n m e d i a, o r  t o  f o c us o n  h o w  pe o p l e c h o ose o r  d i f f e re n t i a te be t w ee n  m e d i a - o r  t o  t h i n k  ab o u t  

an y  d i f f e re n ce be t w ee n (expe r i e n ce, c o m m u n i ca t i o n  an d m ea n i n g  i n) m e d i a an d n o n-m e d i a 

a l t o ge t her.

(ps: a w o r k i n g  pa pe r o n  m e d i a l i f e i s a va i l a b l e he re: 

h t t ps://scho l a r w o r k s. i u.ed u/dspace/han d l e/2022/3764) 

i n  an i n te r v i e w  w i t h  W i r e d  m a ga z i ne i n  1 9 97, f i l m  d i r e c t o r  D a v i d  C r o ne n be r g  w a s as ke d w h e t he r he 

e m b r a ces o r  ab h o rs tec h n o l o g y. C r o ne n be r g  ans we re d  t ha t "tec h n o l o g y  i s n o t  t he na me-l ess o t her. 

Te c h n o l o g y  ' R' U s: t o  e m b ra ce tec h n o l o g y  i s t o  e m b ra ce, an d  f a ce, o u rse l v es. T h i s w e  m u s t  d o, an d  

f ea r l ess l y."

i t  t h i n k  m e d i a sc h o l a r s (ant h r o p o l o g i s ts an d an y o ne e lse) sh o u l d  d o  t he sa me - M e d i a  ' R' U s  - an d  t ha t 

i s w h a t  i  a m  rea d i n g  i n  M i r c a's e x ce l l e n t  p r o p osa l.

l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t he e-w o r k s h o p!

c hee rs,

M a r k.

Sarah Pink - S.P i n k  a t l b o r o.ac.u k  
T u e Se p 28 1 1 : 44: 1 8 P D T  20 10

T h i s i s de ve l o p i n g  i n t o  a rea l l y  i n te res t i n g  an d  a l r ea d y  d i v e rse d i s c uss i o n. A t  t h i s sta ge I  d o n ' t w a n t  t o  

c o m p l i c a te i t  m o r e, b u t  I  w a n t  t o  sta r t t o  t h i n k  ab o u t  t he re l a t i o ns h i ps be t w ee n t he q ues t i o ns Jo h n  has 

as ke d

M y  o w n  pa per, w h i c h  as I  w as n' t at t he c o n f e re n ce I  d i d n ' t p r esen t  w a s ab o u t  t he re w a r ds o f  m e d i a 

p r a c t i c es w h e n  used as pa r t o f  an t h r o p o l o g i c a l  r esea r c h  p ra c t i ce (as an y  v i s ua l  an t h r o p o l o g i s t w i l l  

re c o g n i se t he re i s a c o m p l e x  h i s t o r y  t he re). B u t  t he d i s c uss i o n  n o w  has m a d e m e  t h i n k  ab o u t  h o w  t he 

p r a c t i c es o f  an t h r o p o l o g i s ts i n v o l v e m u l t i p l e m e d i a, w h i c h  be c o m e i n te r re l a te d i n  c o m p l e x  w a y s as 

w e  p r o d u ce k n o w l e d ge. 

I  t h i n k  h o w e v e r  t he re i s an o t he r q ues t i o n  he re, w h i c h  i s c o n ce r ne d  w i t h  w h a t  w e  se l e c t as o u r  r o u t e t o 

k n o w l e d ge: p r a c t i c e t he o r i s ts ta ke p ra c t i c es as t he i r  f u n da me n t a l  u n i t  o f  ana l y s i s. I f  w e  are t o  ta k e a 

p r a c t i c e f o c us t he n w e  are f o l l o w i n g  t he p ra c t i c es. T h i s i s an i n te res t i n g  ap p r oa c h  be ca use i t  a l l o w s  us 

t o i de n t i f y  a pa r t i c u l a r  ac t i v i t y/set o f  ac t i v i t i es an d f o c us o n  t he m. Y e t  t h i s i s o f  c o u rse t he l i m i t a t i o n  

o f  a p ra c t i ce ap p r o a c h, i n  t ha t i t  g i v es p r i o r i t y  t o  p r a c t i c es. O n e  w a y  t o c o u n t e r  t h i s i s t o  u n de rs ta n d  

p r a c t i c es as be i n g  pa r t o f  w i d e r  ec o l o g i es (prac t i ce t he o r i s ts d o  f i n d  v a r i o us w a y s t o  s i t ua te p ra c t i c es) 

an d  t o a ls o ap p r o a c h  resea r c h ab o u t  m e d i a an d  p ra c t i ces f r o m  o t he r an g l es. T h e re are t w o  o t he r  
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ap p r o a c hes be i n g  d i s c ussed i n  t h i s w o r k s h o p, I  t h i n k. O ne  i n v o l v es ta k i n g  m e d i a as t he sta r t i n g  p o i n t, 

an d  l o o k i n g  at h o w  so c i a l  re l a t i o ns an d m o r e a re c o ns t i t u t e d a r o u n d  t he use o f  m e d i a (perha ps 

d i f f e re n t  an d  i n t e r r e l a te d m e d i a). T h e  o t he r ap p r oa c h  (John's p o i n t  4) i s ab o u t  t he m a t e r i a l i t y  o f  

m e d i a. T h i s ap p r o a c h  i n v i t es us t o f o l l o w  t he m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e o f  m e d i a as i t  m o v es (we l l  t ha t i s h o w  I  

w o u l d  i n te r p r e t i t). C o m b i n i n g  an ap p r oa c h t ha t f o c uses o n  p ra c t i c es w i t h  o ne t ha t f o l l o w s  t he 

m a te r i a l s asso c i a te d w i t h  t ha t p r a c t i c e ca n o f f e r  us m o r e t ha n o ne r o u te t o  u n de rs ta n d i n g  t he sa me 

q ues t i o n. 

T h e re i s a ls o a c o m m o n  i ss ue sha re d be t w ee n m e d i a an d  p ra c t i ce ap p r o a c hes: D a n n y  an d M i r c a a re 

p r o p os i n g  t ha t w e  need an ap p r o a c h  o r  c o n ce p t  re l a t i n g  t o  'p o l y m e d i a' i n  o r d e r t o  c o pe w i t h  a c o n t e x t  

w h e re m e d i a a re used i n  w a y s t ha t a re s i m u l t a ne o us t o  eac h o t h er, i n te r w o v e n  w i t h  eac h o t h e r e t c. 

S u re l y  t he p ra c t i c e ap p r o a c h  ca n ha ve t he sa me p r o b l e m, i n  t ha t p r a c t i c es a re n o t  p r a c t i ce d i n  

i s o l a t i o n. F o r  e xa m p l e p u t t i n g  t he T V  o n  an d  m a k i n g  a c u p  o f  tea t o  ha ve w h i l e y o u  w a t c h  t he t v  a re 

n o t  sepa ra te p r a c t i c es t ha t a re d o ne i n  i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  eac h o t he r, b u t  ra t he r  t he w a y  eac h i s sha pe d i s 

c o n t i n g e n t  o n  t he o t her. P ra c t i ces are j us t as 'p o l y ', i n t e r de pe n de n t  an d  i n te r w o v e n  w i t h  eac h o t h e r as 

m e d i a. I t  m i g h t  so u n d  l i k e  I  a m  w r i t i n g  ab o u t  ' m u l t i-tas k i n g ', b u t  t h i s i s n o t  e xa c t l y  w h a t  I  m ea n, 

be ca use i t  i s n o t  ab o u t  t r y i n g  t o  d o  m o r e t ha n o ne t h i n g  a t a t t i m e, i t  i s r a t he r  t ha t t he t h i n gs w e  d o  are 

n o t  sepa ra te en o u g h  f o r  us t o  be ab l e t o  d o  t he m  sepa ra te l y  an y w a y. Y es o f  c o u rse y o u  ca n w a t c h  t v  

w i t h o u t  ha v i n g  a c u p  o f  tea, b u t  y o u  w i l l  su r e l y  be d o i n g  i t  i n  re l a t i o n  t o  so m e t h i n g  e lse, an d  t ha t 

m i g h t  w e l l  be an o t he r m e d i a p ra c t i c e (eg w a i t i n g  t o  m a k e  a p h o ne ca l l  u n t i l  a f t e r  t he s i t-c o m  has 

f i n i s he d, o r  pa us i n g  t he i n te r ne t t v  c ha n ne l  w h i l e  y o u  m a k e t he p h o ne ca l l). 

T h ese are j us t so m e f i r s t t h o u g h ts, b u t  I  h o pe t he y  m i g h t  he l p  us t o t h i n k  ab o u t  t he w i d e r  ec o l o g i es i n  

w h i c h  (po l y)med i a, p r a c t i c es, so c i a l i t i es an d m a te r i a l i t i es a re be i n g  ' l i v e d  t h r o u g h'
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H i  t he r e. 

I  t o o  w a s sad t o m i ss t he sess i o n. I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p i c k  u p  o n  t he p o i n t s b y  K e r s t i n, Sa ra an d  M i r c a  

he re. 

O n e  o f  t he reaso ns m y  b o t h  p ra c t i ces an d  m e d i a a re i n te r-r e l a te d i s t he i r  v e r y  m a t e r i a l i t y, t h i s i s w h y  

t ra ces o f  o ne "t h i n g" en c o u n t e r  an o t he r, i f  t he r e w e r e n o  m a te r i a l  i m m i n e n ce t he re w o u l d  be n o  

re l a t i o ns, e i t he r  ac r oss space o r  t i m e. I n  o t he r w o r ds t hese ap p r oa c hes t ha t Sa ra h o u t l i n es, an d  i t  i s 

i m p o r ta n t  t o  e xa m i n e t he d i f f e r e n ces t h i s b r i n gs o u t  b y  t rea t i n g  t he m  as d i s t i n c t, a ls o ne cessa r i l y  

i m p l y  o ne an o t her. 

N o w, t he P o l y-m e d i a i d ea i s a ls o re f e r e n c i n g  t h i s i n t e r-pe ne t ra t i o n, b u t  i t  i s sh o w i n g  an i n t e res t i n g  

d y na m i c  w h e re t he d i f f e r e n ces i n  m e d i a t y pes i s sh i f t i n g  t o w a r ds a s i t ua t i o n  w h e re t hese d i f f e re n ces 

are l ess s i g n i f i c a n t  (thou g h  st i l l  p r esen t) an d t ha t t he ar g u m e n t  i s t ha t t h i s a l l o w s  t he e me r ge n ce o f  a 

d i f f e re n t  k i n d  o f  M e d i a P rac t i ce. 

I  t h i n k  su c h a p r o cess o f  e me r ge n ce (rat he r  t ha n t he o u t-c o m e, w h i c h  o ne ca n, o f  c o u rse a l i e na te an d 

c i r c u l a te as "po l y m e d i a", p oss i b l y  use f u l l y  so) i s w h a t  i s so i n te res t i n g, be ca use t he sh i f t s i n  h o w  
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p r a c t i c es i n te r-pe ne t r a te i s so re v ea l i n g, o f  h o w  ne w  "asse m b l a ges" o r  "en t i t i es" o r  "p ra c t i ces" c o m e 

ab o u t. 

N o w  t h i s pa r t i c u l a r  sh i f t  ac t ua l l y  su p p o r t s i n  m a n y  w a y s w h a t  K e s t i n  i s sa y i n g. I f  t he t y p e o f  M e d i a  i s 

be c o m i n g  l ess d i s t i n c t  i n  t he p ra c t i ces c o n ce r ne d, t he n su re l y  t o  d i s c uss t he " re wa r ds" o f  " me d i a" f a i l s 

o n  t w o  c o u n ts. T h e  f i r s t i s t he na r r o w  c o n ce p t i o n  o f  re w a r d  t ha t K e r s t i n  p o i n ts o u t, an d t he seco n d  i s 

t ha t t h i s i s ab o u t  " med i a", w h i c h  I  k ee p ha r p i n g  o n  ab o u t. 

N o w  w h a t  i s pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n te res t i n g  he re i s t ha t D a n n y  an d  M i r c a see m  t o be st u d y i n g  so me t h i n g  t ha t  

i s v e r y  m u c h  ab o u t  "se l f-m a k i n g" a l o n g  e x i s te n t i a l  l i nes, t ha t m i g h t  be seen as u n i t i n g  ap p r oa c hes as 

d i v e rse as st r u c t u r a l i s m  t o m o r e re cen t  c o m m u n i t i es o f  p r a c t i ce t y pe ap p r o a c hes: W h e r e t he be c o m i n g  

an d  se l f-u n de rs ta n d i n g  i s a d r i v i n g  f o r c e p oss i b l y  as de te r m i n a te o f  m a te r i a l  p r a c t i ces, as su r v i v a l  an d 

"m o de o f  p r o d u c t i o n" m i g h t  be o f  pe o p l e's sense o f  se l f. 

N o w  i f  t h i s i s i n dee d a sh i f t  t o  a s i t ua t i o n  w h e r e t h i s e x i s te n t i a l  e l e m e n t (the m a i n t e na n ce o f  c l ose 

pe rs o na l  r e l a t i o ns h i p s) i s a st r o n g  e l e m e n t, an d ha v i n g  w o r k e d  w i t h  F i l i p i n os i n  t he U K ,  t h i s i s v e r y  

t i e d u p  t o t he i r  m a te r i a l i t y  a ls o, b u t  m o s t  ce r ta i n l y  ca n o ve r-de te r m i n e i t  (wh y  a re t he y  he re? t he y  are 

m a k i n g  m o n e y, b u t  o f t e n  t o  sen d  ba c k  h o m e t o f a m i l y, w h o m  t he y  a re t h us d i s ta n t f r o m, b u t  w h y  d o n' t 

t he y  k ee p m o r e o f  t he m o n ey, et c...)

 T o  p i c k  u p  aga i n, i f  t h i s e x i s te n t i a l  e l e m e n t i s st r o n g, t he n "re wa r ds" i s a s l i g h t l y  o d d  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  

t he reaso ns K e r s t i n  p o i n t s o u t, an d  so i s " me d i a" be ca use i t  f r a m es m a te r i a as m a i n l y  an o b j e c t  w i t h  

an i n te r na l  l o g i c, an d  so o bs c u r es, i n  o n  o d d  w a y, t he w a y  i n  w h i c h  m e d i a ac t ua l l y  " med i a te", an d 

h o w  t h i s ca n sh i f t  n o t  j us t f r o m  an i n t e r na l  sh i f t  i n  an y  o ne o b j e c t (one e xa m p l e o f  " me d i a" f o r  

e xa m p l e) b u t  a sh i f t  i n  e i t he r  t he ra n ge o f  m e d i a o b j e c ts t he re, o r  t he re l a t i o ns be i n g  m e d i a te d, b u t  

m o r e c r u c i a l l y  i n  t he e me r ge n ce t ha t c o m es f r o m  t he i n te r p l a y  o f  su c h.

S o  h o w  t he n t o sepa ra te "ac t i o n" an d "re w a r d" o r  f o r  t ha t m a t t e r  "o b j e c t" f r o m  "re l a t i o n". I t  i s f o r  

t hese reaso ns t ha t a t te n t i o n  t o  t he e me r ge n ce o f  f o r m s, b o t h  e x i s te n t i a l  an d m a te r i a l, i s so i m p o r t a n t. 

D a n i e l
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t ha n k s t o  a l l  c o n t r i b u t o r s f o r  an i n t e r es t i n g  d i s c uss i o n  so f a r  (and as a l w a ys t o  Jo h n  w h o  i n i t i a t e d t he 

de ba te!) 

 

Jus t w a n t e d t o  f o l l o w  u p  so m e o f  t he ear l i e r  he l p f u l  c o m m e n ts espe c i a l l y  t h ose b y  M a r k  an d  Sa ra h. 

P o l y m e d i a i s n o t  i n t e n de d  as a 'ne w ' w a y  o f  l o o k i n g  at t he m essy, o r  pa ra l l e l  w a y  i n  w h i c h  ne w  m e d i a 

are use d. I  c o u l d n ' t ag ree m o r e t ha t t he re i s a l rea d y  an e x t e ns i v e l i t e ra t u r e o n  t h i s w h i c h  p r o v i d es us 

w i t h  ana l y t i c a l  t o o l s t o  u n de rs ta n d  su c h  p r o cesses (of h o w  w e  l i v e  *w i t h*, o r  *i n* m e d i a). P o l y m e d i a 

i s n o t  so m u c h  ab o u t  desc r i b i n g  an d  u n de rs ta n d i n g  p ra c t i c e an d c o n c u r r e n t, o r  pa ra l l e l  usage, b u t  

ab o u t  t he d i g i t a l  m e d i a a va i l a b l e an d t he c o m m u n i ca t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i es t he y  en ge n der. S o  f o r  e xa m p l e: 

i n  t he pas t a m i g r a n t  m o t h e r f r o m  t he P h i l i p p i nes w o u l d  m a i n l y, o r  so l e l y,

re l y  o n  l e t t e rs t o  c o m m u n i c a te w i t h  he r c h i l d r e n. T h e re w e r e m a n y  be ne f i t s i n  l e t t e r c o m m u n i ca t i o n  

b u t  a ls o m a n y  d i sa d va n ta ges, i n c l u d i n g  t he t i m e  l a g i n  c o m m u n i ca t i o n  w h i c h  t ra ns l a te d i n t o  spec i f i c  
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t y p es o f  c o nse q ue n ces f o r  t he l o n g-d i s ta n ce re l a t i o ns h i p s i n  q ues t i o n. T h e n  t he (mob i l e) te l e p h o ne 

w as i n t r o d u ce d  w h i c h  o pe ne d u p  so me o p p o r t u n i t i es, b u t  w h i c h  a ls o ha d  i t s o w n  d i sa d va n ta ges (cost 

be i n g  o ne o f  t he m). T o da y  w e  a re g ra d ua l l y  see i n g  a sh i f t  t o  a s i t ua t i o n  w h e n  a l o n g-d i s ta n ce 

re l a t i o ns h i p  ca n be ne f i t  f r o m  a w i d e r  a r ra y  o f  tec h n o l o g i es/med i a/p la t f o r m s. T h e re f o r e a m i g r a n t 

m o t h e r (assu m i n g  she an d  he r  l e f t-be h i n d  f a m i l y  ha ve ac cess t o  t he i n te r ne t) ca n c h o ose a te l e p h o ne 

c o n ve rsa t i o n  f o r  e m o t i o n a l  sa t i s f a c t i o n, an e ma i l  f o r  g i v i n g  de ta i l e d  i ns t r u c t i o ns f o r  p r a c t i ca l  m a t te rs, 

s k y pe f o r  he l p i n g  w i t h  h o m e w o r k, so c i a l  ne t w o r k i n g  f o r  c o n t e x t  (amo n g  o t he r t h i n gs), an d te x t i n g  f o r  

c o o r d i n a t i n g  a l l  t he ab o v e. A l l  t hese p l a t f o r m s/ m e d i a/ te c h n o l o g i es

c o ns t i t u t e a ne w, e me r g i n g  c o m m u n i ca t i v e  en v i r o n m e n t  w h i c h  w e  ca l l  p o l y m e d i a. I n  sh o r t, p o l y m e d i a 

i s a te r m  t ha t a i m s t o desc r i be t h i s p l u r a l  m e d i a en v i r o n m e n t  ra t he r  t ha n p r a c t i c es. I  a m  v e r y  ha p p y  t o 

c o n t i n u e re f e r r i n g  t o  'p rac t i c es' i n  re l a t i o n  t o  'p o l y m e d i a'. N e e d l ess t o  say, p o l y m e d i a are o n l y  

e me r g i n g  an d  I  c o u l d n ' t ag ree m o r e w i t h  Pa u l a t ha t i n  so me pa r ts o f  t he w o r l d  v e r y  f a r  f r o m  be i n g  a 

rea l i t y. A n d, ce r ta i n l y, i t  i s n o t  m ea n t  t o  re p l a ce an y  e x i s t i n g  te r m  - w e  j us t f e l t  i t  w as he l p i n g  us 

desc r i be an d  u n de rs ta n d  t he ab o ve s i t ua t i o n.  T h a n k s aga i n  f o r  a l l  t he c o m m e n ts, I  a m  l o o k i n g  

f o r w a r d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  t he v a r i o us t h r eads o f  d i s c uss i o n  (not j u s t t h i s t he m e!).

M i r c a
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O k a y, I ' m  c h i m i n g  i n  he re.

B a c k  i n  t he " Da y s o f  Y o r e," w e  re f e r r e d t o  m u l t i p l e m e d i a so u r ces as ..." M u l t i m e d i a." M e a n i n g, 

m e d i a t ha t w as n o t  o n l y  de l i v e r e d "g l ue d  t o ge t he r" i n  o ne so u r ce, b u t  t ha t m u l t i p l e so u r ces w e r e 

i n t e g r a te d i n  t he c o m m u n i c a t i o n. M u l t i m e d i a f r o m  d i f f e re n t  so u r ces w as ca l l e d  " M u l t i m e d i a f r o m  

d i f f e re n t  so u r ces." T h e  te r m  f o r  t he c r ea t i o n  o f  a M u l t i m e d i a p r o d u c t i o n  w as " Ne w  M e d i a."

W h y  i s P o l y m e d i a (and I  ha ve been us i n g  t ha t te r m  m y se l f  f o r  so m e t i m e ha v i n g  ne ve r seen t he b l o g  

p os t ab o u t  i ts "c rea t i o n.") d i f f e re n t  f r o m  M u l t i m e d i a?

D o es i t  g i v e i t  m o r e c l ass i f i c a t i o n? M o r e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n?

F o r  m e, I  use i t  i n  t he sense o f  p o l y--an d l o v e i ts d o u b l e w o r d  p l a y  w i t h  p o l y es te r--i n  h o w  i t  l a y e rs 

o v e r  m o n o  an d  e xa m i n es re l a be l i n g  o l d  te r m s w i t h  w h a t  i s c u r r e n t l y  c o n te m p o ra r y.

B u t... w h y  d i f f e re n t i a te?

I s " M u l t i m e d i a" m ea n i n g  t y p es o f  m e d i a t ha t a re c o m b i n e d  an d  "Po l y m e d i a" j us t m ea n i n g  t ha t t he r e 

are m a n y?

N o t  a ne w  te r m--o r  o ne so l e l y  c o m i n g  f r o m  o ne so u r ce (I' ve been us i n g  i t  f o r  so m e t i m e, as I  

m e n t i o n e d. T h e  f a c t  t ha t t he te r m  i s c o m i n g  u p  i n  t he Z e i t ge i s t--t h i s, i n  i t se l f  i s i n t e r es t i n g.)

A r e  t he pe o p l e ta l k i n g  ab o u t  "Po l y m e d i a" as a desc r i p t o r--d i d  t h ose pe o p l e pa r t i c i pa te i n  " Ne w  

M e d i a" d u r i n g  t he da ys o f  " M u l t i m e d i a"--o r  a re t he y  t r y i n g  t o  re de f i n e o r  ca r v e o u t  a ne w  p l a ce t o  

e x p l o r e w i t h i n, o u ts i de o r  a r o u n d  M u l t i m e d i a?
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I f  w e  g o  t o t he st o r e an d t he re a re l o t s o f  c h o i ces o f  ce r ea l, an d  t he n pe o p l e g i v e us ce r ea l, an d t he n 

w e  ge t a sa m p l e o f  ce r ea l  i n  t he m a i l, i s i t  P o l y C e rea l?

I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be u n k i n d, j us t r ea l l y  w a n t i n g  t o  u n de rs ta n d  t he de f i n i t i o n  o f  t he te r m.

I f  y o u  a re n o t  spec i f i c a l l y  ta l k i n g  ab o u t  t he m e d i a i tse l f, b u t  t he c o m m u n i c a t i o n, w h y  i s n' t i t  be i n g  

ca l l e d  "Po l y  C o m m u n i ca t i o n," "Po l y  C h a n ne l  C o m m u n i ca t i o n," " M u l t i  C o m m u n i ca t i o n" o r  " M u l t i  

C h a n ne l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n" ? 

-Sa l l y
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dea r a l l,

j us t a b r i e f  F Y I  f o l l o w i n g  u p  o n  o u r  o n g o i n g  de ba te ab o u t  te r m i n o l o g y, c o n ce p t ua l i z a t i o n, t he o r y-

b u i l d i n g  an d  resea r c h  p ra x i s re ga r d i n g  pe o p l e's m essage en ga ge me n t  w i t h/i m m e rs i o n  i n  m u l t i p l e 

m e d i a, t he l a tes t i ss ue o f  T h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  S o c i e t y  has a w o n d e r f u l  p i e ce o n  t he v e r y  sa me t o p i c  b y  

T h o rs te n Q u a n d t  an d  T h i l o  v o n  Pa pe. de ta i l s be l o w. t he y  o p t  f o r  t he c o n ce p t  o f  a ' me d i a t o pe', 

e m p has i z i n g  t he s i g n i f i c a n ce o f  p l a ce i n  m e d i a use an d  d o m es t i c a t i o n.

c hee rs, M a r k.

I N F O

P u b l i s he d i n: j o u r na l  T h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  S o c i e t y, V o l u m e  26, I ss ue 5 O c t o be r  20 10, pa ges 330 - 345

L i v i n g  i n  t he M e d i a t o pe: A  M u l t i m e t h o d  S t u d y  o n  t he E v o l u t i o n  o f  M e d i a Tec h n o l o g i es i n  t he 

D o m es t i c E n v i r o n m e n t

A u t h o r s: T h o r s te n Q u a n d t a; T h i l o  v o n  Pa pea

A b s t r a c t

D o m es t i ca t i o n  i s a p r o d u c t i v e  c o n ce p t  f o r  ana l y z i n g  t he sense-m a k i n g  p r o cesses be h i n d  t he 

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  m e d i a tec h n o l o g i es i n t o  e ve r y d a y  l i f e. H o w e v e r, resea r c he rs ha ve y e t  t o  ta k e ad va n ta ge 

o f  t he f u l l  he u r i s t i c  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h i s m e ta p h o r. S o  f a r, m o s t  st u d i es ha ve f o c used o n  s i n g l e de v i c es an d 

e m p l o y e d  q ua l i t a t i v e  m e t h o ds, m a i n l y  case st u d i es, t o  ge ne ra te i ns i g h ts i n t o  t he p r o cess o f  

d o m es t i c a t i o n. T h e  au t h o rs su g ges t b r oa de n i n g  o f  pe rs pe c t i v e t o  t he o ve r a l l  d o m es t i c  ec o l o g y  w i t h i n  

w h i c h  m e d i a c o ha b i t a te an d  c o m pe t e. T o w a r d  t h i s g oa l, t he y  c o n d u c te d a l a r ge-sca l e m u l t i m e t h o d  

st u d y  i n v o l v i n g  o bse r v a t i o ns an d i n te r v i e w s i n  1 00 h o use h o l d s, t he re b y  ana l y z i n g  n o t  o n l y  t he “b i r t h” 

o f  i n d i v i d u a l  m e d i a de v i c es i n t o  h o useh o l ds, b u t  a ls o e xa m i n e d  h o w  t hese de v i ces res i de i n  ce r ta i n  

“ me d i a t o pes” (med ia en v i r o n m e n ts), h o w  t he y  c o m pe t e as d i f f e re n t  m e d i a “spec i es,” an d  h o w  t he y  

c ha n ge t he i r  so c i a l  an d  spa t i a l  p os i t i o ns d u r i n g  t he i r  l i f e c y c l e. M o r e  ge ne ra l l y, t he st u d y  de m o ns t ra tes 

h o w  t o ap p l y  d o m es t i c a t i o n  resea r c h  t o  t he t o p o g r a p h y  o f  a d o m es t i c  m e d i a en v i r o n m e n t  t ha t i s 

c o m p l e m e n t a r y  t o  t he et h n o g r a p h i ca l  desc r i p t i o ns t ha t ha ve d o m i n a te d t he l i t e ra t u r e t h us f ar.
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Cathy Greenhalgh - c. g r ee n ha l g h  a t l c c.a r ts.ac.u k  
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D ea r  l i s t

A n  i n t e r es t i n g  p r o p os i t i o n, b u t  i s i t  t he te r m  t he use rs (ind us t r y, ne t  t ra f f i c) use? M u l t i p l e p l a t f o r m  

c o m m u n i ca t i o n  i s o f t e n  de f i ne d as I n t e ra c t i v e S o c i a l  M e d i a  ar o u n d  Jo u r n a l i s m, M e d i a, T V  

de pa r t m e n ts? 

C a t h y

Peterson, Mark Allen Dr.  - pe te rs m2 a t m u o h i o.e d u

T u e Se p 28 08:57:06 P D T  20 10

I  t h i n k  t he p o i n t  o f  c o i n i n g  i t  i s t o  ha ve an ana l y t i c a l  v o ca b u l a r y  t ha t d i f f e rs f r o m  t ha t o f  t he pe o p l e i n  

t he i n d us t r y  w h o  are o u r  i n f o r m a n ts, h os ts an d c o l l ea g ue-p r a c t i t i o ne rs. 

M a r k  A l l e n  Pe te rs o n

Cathy Greenhalgh - c. g r ee n ha l g h  a t l c c.a r ts.ac.u k

T u e Se p 28 08:59: 1 1  P D T  20 10

M a r k

I  g uess I ' l l  so o n  be p o l y m e d i a t i z e d t he n... m us t be t he sta r t o f  te r m.
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C a t h y

Matthew Bernius - m b e r n i us a t g m a i l. c o m  

T u e Se p 28 09:24: 1 7 P D T  20 10

M i r c a w r o t e:

> Although media ecology could be an alternative, we felt it was too neutral and we needed a term to 
emphasize the *plurality*  and *proliferation* of media. Multimedia, on the other hand, is now an 
established term with a very different meaning (a situation where several different forms of media are 
being used simultaneously and in direct relationship to each other, for instance using instant 
messaging on social networking sites) and would be, therefore, confusing to use that term.

I ' v e en ga ge d i n  a sh o r t  e m a i l  d i s c uss i o n  w i t h  D a n i e l  M i l l e r  a f t e r  he p os te d an o v e r v i e w  o f  P o l y m e d i a 

t o  t he m a i l i n g  l i s t o f  t he A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I n t e r ne t R esea r c he rs. S o m e o f  t he, o n  l i s t p us h ba c k  he 

re ce i v e d  w as spec i f i c a l l y  ab o u t  P o l y m e d i a d o i n g  t he sa me w o r k  as M e d i a  E c o l o g y/Ec os ys te m.

A f t e r  t h i n k i n g  an d  p l a y i n g  w i t h  P o l y m e d i a f o r  a b i t, I  t h i n k  i t  has a f e w  d i s t i n c t  ad va n ta ges o v e r  

M e d i a  E c o y s y s te m, espe c i a l l y  i n  te r m s o f  an t h r o p o l o g i ca l  ana l y s i s. I n  pa r t i c u l a r, i t  s i de ste ps a l o t  o f  

t he ba g ga ge t ha t c o m es w i t h  asso c i a t i n g  a na t u r a l  sc i e n ces m e ta p h o r  w i t h  a h u m a n/cu l t u r a l l y  

c o ns t r u c te d space. T h i s i s an i m p o r ta n t  s te p f o r  a n u m be r  o f  r easo ns. F i r s t i t  he l ps t o  de na t u r a l i z e, an d  

c u l t u r a l l y  s i t ua te, t he c o ns te l l a t i o ns (and asse m b l a ges) o f  m e d i a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o o l s. I t  a ls o he l p s 

a v o i d  t he "d i f f u se" sense o f  d y na m i c  eq u i l i b r i u m  t ha t o f t e n i s asso c i a te d w i t h  m e d i a ec os ys te ms (that 

t he s ys te m, ra t he r  t ha n t he use rs o f  t he s ys te m, reac ts t o  t he i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a ne w  m e d i u m  o r  

m e d i a t i n g  tec h n o l o g y).

P l us I  a ls o t h i n k  t he p h rase "p o l y m e d i a ec o n o m y" (as o p p ose d t o m e d i a ec os ys te m) j us t so u n ds be t t e r, 

an d  i n  m y  m i n d  t r ue r  t o  t he spec i f i c  t y p es o f  c o ns i de r a t i o ns an d  c h o i ces t ha t o u r  i n te r l o c u t o r s use.

- M a t t

Cathy Greenhalgh - c. g r ee n ha l g h  a t l c c.a r ts.ac.u k
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D ea r  L i s t

D o es an y o ne ha ve an a l t e r na t i v e te r m  f o r  N e w  M e d i a? W e  a l l  nee d he l p  o n  t ha t, 'ne w  m e d i a' be i n g  at 

l eas t te n y ea rs o l d...

C a t h y

Matthew Bernius - m b e r n i us a t g m a i l. c o m  

T u e Se p 28 09:48:2 1  P D T  20 10

I t  see ms t o m e  t ha t t ha t P o l y m e d i a's a v o i da n ce o f  te m p o r a l  te r m s (as i n  N E W  m e d i a) i n  i ts l i n g u i s t i c  

c o ns t r u c t i o n  m a k es i t  a use f u l  te r m. I ' v e f o u n d  i n  m y  o w n  resea r c h t ha t as k i n g  m y  i n te r l o c u t o r s 

q ues t i o ns ab o u t  N e w  M e d i a  i s rea l l y  use f u l  as a w a y  t o ge t  t o  u n de rs ta n d i n g  t he i r  c o n ce p t i o ns o f  "ne w  

v s o l d" an d  t he (re)in ve n t i o n  o f  o n l i n e f o r m s. B u t  us i n g  i t  as a te r m  t o acade m i c a l l y  "g l oss" c o n ce p ts 

w i t h i n  a pa pe r i s f r a u g h t  w i t h  t he p r o b l e m s t ha t y o u  p o i n t  o u t. U s i n g  P o l y m e d i a s i de ste ps t h ose 

i ss ues. 

Julian Hopkins - j  a t j u l i a n h o p k i n s.ne t 

W e d  Se p 29 02:35:54 P D T  20 10

H i  A l l , an d  t ha n ks f o r  t he o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  pa r t i c i p a te i n  an e x te ns i o n  o f  t he A u g u s t  w o r k s h o ps.

I  w as v e r y  i n t e r es te d t o  see t he p r o p ose d c o n ce p t  o f  p o l y m e d i a, as i t  o ve r l a ps w i t h  so m e t h i n g  I  a m  

c o ns i de r i n g  f o r  m y  (ong o i n g) t hes is. W h i l e t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  h o w  t o i n c l u d e b l o g g i n g  i n t o  t he b o d y  o f  

w o r k  o n  m e d i a, I  n o t i c e d t ha t b l o gs d o n' t q u i t e f i t  i n t o  e i t he r  'na r r o w-' o r  'b r oa d-cas t i n g' m o d e l s, so I  

te n ta t i v e l y  ca l l e d  i t  ‘ p o l y cas t i n g’ – a c o n ce p t  w h i c h  sees b l o g ge rs as “n o m a d i c  m e d i a p r o d u ce rs an d 

c o nsu m e rs w h o  c l us te r a r o u n d  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  s i tes, o r  a r t i c u l a t o r y  n o des, b r i d g i n g  t he 

ga p  be t w ee n  p r i v a te an d  p u b l i c  i d e n t i t i es, an d ar t i c u l a t i n g  d i s c u rs i v e f l o w s  o f  m ea n i n g ” (wh i c h  i s 

h o w  I  w r o t e i t  t he n, t h o u g h  I  w i l l  p r o ba b l y  r e v i se t h i s).

Pe rs o na l  b l o g ge rs (who a re t he m a j o r i t y  o f  b l o g ge rs) w i l l  p r o d u ce c o n te n t  t ha t i s a i m e d  a t a w i d e  

au d i e n ce (e.g. a c o m m e n t  o n  so m e c u r r e n t  ne w s  i t e m, a c o m p l a i n t  ab o u t  se r v i c e i n  a sh o p); an d  t he y  
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w i l l  a ls o  w r i t e p os ts t ha t a re d i r e c te d at a na r r o w  au d i e n ce (i.e. t he i r  f r i e n ds, us ua l l y ; h o w  b l o g ge rs 

i m a g i ne t he i r  au d i e n ce i s re l e v a n t  he r e, an d D a v i d  B r a k e's t hes is i s i l l u m i n a t i n g  i n  t h i s re ga r d  - h t t p://

ep r i n ts. lse.ac.u k/25535/). I n  p r a c t i c e, eac h s i n g l e p os t m a y  be c o m e 'b r oa d cas t' (fo r so m e reaso n  i t  ge ts 

ta ke n u p  an d  sp reads ac r oss a w i d e  an d  v a r i e d au d i e n ce), o r  i t  m a y  be 'na r r o w c as t' (if, as us ua l l y  

ha p pe ns, a spe c i a l i se d au d i e n ce reads i t). T h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  eac h b l o g  p os t v a r i es, de pe n d i n g  o n  a 

n u m be r  o f  c o n t i n ge n t  f a c t o r s su c h as sea r c h  en g i n e v i s i b i l i t y, ta k e-u p  b y  o t he r m e d i a, an d  

re c i r c u l a t i o n  b y  o t h e r o n l i ne ac t o r s (bl o g ge rs, t w ee te rs, o n  Fa ce b o o k, e t c.)

I n  ad d i t i o n, m o s t  b l o g ge rs read b l o gs, an d  o f t e n c o n t r i b u t e t o  o t he r b l o gs’ c o n t e n t  b y  c o m m e n t i n g. 

T h e y  a ls o use T w i t t e r, M S N ,  e ma i l, F a ce b o o k, e t c. t o  c o m m u n i ca te w i t h  eac h o t he r an d t o p r o m o te 

t he i r  b l o g. T h e  w a y s i n  w h i c h  t he y  use t he m  d o  v a r y  i n  m ea n i n g, as M i l l e r  &  M a d i a n o u  ar g ue, an d 

m a y  a ls o b l ee d ac r oss – f o r  e xa m p l e w h e n  a b l o g ge r p os ts e x t r a c ts o f  an M S N  c o n ve rsa t i o n  o n  h i s/he r 

b l o g, o r  w h e n  b l o g  p os ts ap pea r o n  Fa ce b o o k.

W h a t  st r u c k  m e  w as t he w a y  i n  w h i c h  t he b l o g ge r/co m m e n te r/t wee te r/face b o o k e r  - i.e. t he h u m a n  

agen t  - i s ab l e t o  s i m u l t a ne o us l y  be at m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  p os i t i o ns i n  t he p r o d u c t i o n  an d  c o ns u m p t i o n  

p r o c esses, an d h o w  t he u l t i m a te p r o d u c t  o n l i ne i s p o t e n t i a l l y  ab l e t o  en ga ge w i t h  d i f f e r e n t 

asse m b l a ges i n  m u l t i p l e m a n ne rs, n o ne o f  w h i c h  ca n be t i e d d o w n  t o a pa r t i c u l a r  te c h n o l o g y, ac t o r, o r  

ac ta n t. T h e  r h i z o m e o f  ca usa l  re l a t i o ns i s cas t ab o u t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  an d  i s ap p r oa c ha b l e f r o m  a l l  

d i r e c t i o ns, i n t e r sec t i n g  m u l t i d i m e ns i o na l  asse m b l a ges i n  m a n y  w a y s; rea c h i n g  ac r oss t i m e  

(asyn c h r o n o us), space, an d v a r i o us ‘sca pes’ (cu l t u r e, m e d i a, ec o n o m i c, et c.).

Pe r ha ps p o l y c as t i n g  c o u l d  be seen as t he p r o c ess, o r  a l a be l l i n g  o f  t he d y na m i c  ca usa l  re l a t i o ns t ha t 

m a k e u p  t he asse m b l a ge t ha t i s p o l y m e d i a at an y  p o i n t  i n  t i m e? I t  st r i k es m e  t ha t ‘ p o l y m e d i a’ m a y  be 

i n t e r p r e te d as a so me w ha t sta t i c  c o n ce p t  (tho u g h  I ’ m  su re i t ’s n o t  m ea n t  t ha t w a y), w h e reas 

‘ p o l y c as t i n g’ i n c o r p o r a tes t he c r ea t i o n  o f  re l a t i o ns, t he m o v e m e n t  o f  d i f f e re n ces, t ha t f o r m  t he 

c o m p l e x  asse m b l a ges t ha t M i l l e r  &  M a d i a n o u  p o r t r a y.

I ’ d  be v e r y  i n te res te d t o  ge t  an y  f ee d ba c k  o n  t hese t h o u g h ts. A s  y o u  w i l l  ha ve n o t i c e d, I ’ m  a ls o 

e x p l o r i n g  a D e l e u z i a n ap p r o a c h, an d  I ’ d  be ha p p y  t o ha ve an y  d i f f i c u l t i es w i t h  m y  ana l y s i s p o i n t e d 

o u t.

T h a n k s, Ju l i a n

Daniel  - d. m i l l e r  a t u c l.ac.u k  

T h u  Se p 30 09:26:44 P D T  20 10
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Jus t t w o  m o r e ce n ts o n  P o l y m e d i a. T h e  p o i n t  o f  t he te r m  i s n o t  t o  re p l a ce o t h e r te r m s, b u t  t o  desc r i be 

an u n p re cede n te d s i t ua t i o n  w h i c h  s i n ce i t  d i d  n o t  e x i s t ha d n o  te r m.

I t  m a y  he l p  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  M i r c a an d  I  ca me u p  w i t h  p o l y m e d i a t o  n o t e t ha t t he reaso n ha d as m u c h  

t o d o  w i t h  c ha n ges i n  p r i c i n g  o ve r  t he l as t f e w  y ea rs as w i t h  t he r i se o f  d i f f e r e n t  ne w  m e d i a. B e ca use 

i f  t he te r m  i s t o  ha ve an y  p r o f u n d i t y  f r o m  a so c i a l  sc i e n ce pe rs pec t i v e i t  has t o  re f e r  a ls o t o  t he 

c ha n ges i n  t he so c i a l i t y  asso c i a te d w i t h  m e d i a use. 

T h e  s i t ua t i o n  o f  P o l y m e d i a i s rea c he d w h e n  y o u  j u d ge t ha t an o t he r pe rs o n  has c h ose n t o c o m m u n i ca te 

us i n g  o ne m e d i a ra t he r  t ha n an o t he r f o r  reas o ns o t he r t ha n c os t o r  tec h n o l o g y, be ca use t h ose 

c o ns t ra i n ts ha ve d i m i n i s he d. A t  t ha t p o i n t  y o u  sta r t t o  read t h i n gs i n t o  t he i r  c h o i ce t ha t i n f o r m  y o u  

ab o u t  pe rs o ns n o t  tec h n o l o g i es. Y o u  su r m i se t ha t t he y  ha ve se l e c te d t he m e d i u m  t ha t i s r i g h t  f o r  

m essages o f  l o v e, o r  t ha t p r e v e n ts ar g u m e n ts, o r  t ha t m a k es t h i s a c o l d  p r a c t i c a l  m essage, o r  t ha t i s 

i n t e n de d  f o r  re l a t i v es ra t he r  t ha n f r i e n ds, o r  i s f e m a l e ra t he r  t ha n m a l e, o r  t ha t m ea ns t he y  d o n' t w a n t  

t o  en ga ge w i t h  y o u  f o r  v e r y  l o n g, o r  t ha t t he y  d o n' t ca re i f  i t  ta k es a w h i l e  f o r  y o u  t o res p o n d, o r  t ha t  

g i v es t he m  p o w e r  o v e r  y o u. I f  p o l y m e d i a i s t o  m o r e t ha n a he l p f u l  se ma n t i c  de ve l o p m e n t  t he n i t  

sh o u l d  pe r ta i n  t o  w h a t  i s a t sta ge f o r  us i n  soc i a l  sc i e n ce w h i c h  i s t he so c i a l  c o nse q ue n ces o f  t hese 

de ve l o p m e n ts. O f  c o u rse su c h  read i n gs w e r e a l w a ys t he case, b u t  t he y  w e r e hea v i l y  o ve r l a de n b y  

i ss ues o f  c os t an d  tec h n o l o g y, an d  o f  c o u rse m o s t  pe o p l e are y e t  t o  reac h  t he f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  

p o l y m e d i a, b u t  t he de g ree o f  c ha n ge o v e r  t he l as t c o u p l e o f  y ea rs i s su r e l y  su f f i c i e n t  t o  dese r ve 

ac k n o w l e d g m e n t  

D a n n y

Wasson, Christina - c w asso n at u n t.ed u  

T h u  Se p 30 09:35:46 P D T  20 10

I  a m  g l a d t ha t D a n n y  b r o u g h t  t h i s u p  aga i n...

O n  Se p 30, 20 10, a t 1 1 : 26 A M ,  D a n i e l  w r o t e:

> ... You surmise that they have selected the medium that is right for messages of love, or that 
prevents arguments, or that makes this a cold practical message, or that is intended for relatives 
rather than friends, or is female rather than male, or that means they don't want to engage with you 
for very long, or that they don't care if it takes a while for you to respond, or that gives them power 
over you...
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T h e  c h o i ce o f  m e d i a i s so me t h i n g  I  ha ve been c u r i o us ab o u t... as f a r  as I  k n o w  i t  w a s f i r s t e x p l o r e d  b y  

D a f t  an d  L e n ge l  i n  1 9 84 as a m a t t e r  o f  "tas k-tec h n o l o g y  f i t," an d  I  see m  t o re m e m be r  t ha t t he i r  

p os i t i o n  w as c r i t i q u e d  as be i n g  t o o  de te r m i n i s t i c... b u t  I  a m  n o t  an e x pe r t o n  t h i s, an d a m  h o p i n g  t ha t 

o t h e rs ca n p r o v i d e m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  t he h i s t o r y  o f  resea r c h o n  w h y  pe o p l e c h o ose a pa r t i c u l a r 

m e d i u m  f o r  a pa r t i c u l a r  m essage!

Peace, C h r i s t i n a

Dan Perkel - d pe r k e l  a t i s c h o o l. be r k e l e y.ed u  
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H e l l o  a l l,

I  ha ve bee n i n t r i g u e d  b y  t he d i s c uss i o n  o f  p o l y m e d i a s i n ce I  sa w  t he b l o g  p os t a w e e k  o r  t w o  ag o an d 

so m e i n i t i a l  d i s c uss i o ns ab o u t  i t  o n  o t h e r e ma i l  l i s ts.

T h i s i s a v e r y  he l p f u l  p o i n t  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  be ca use i t  p u ts a sta ke i n  t he g r o u n d. A s  a t h o u g h t  

e x pe r i m e n t: I  t h i n k  i f  w e  a re t o  ta ke t he p o l y m e d i a c o n ce p t  v e r y  se r i o us l y  as a c o n ce p t, t he n ra t he r  

t ha n sa y i t  i s "un p r e ce de n te d" n o w  w e  m a y  w a n t  t o  (a) assu me f o r  a r g u m e n t's t ha t i s i s desc r i b i n g  

so m e t h i n g  f o r  w h i c h  t he re a re n o t  g o o d  te r m s, b u t  t he n (b) c o ns i d e r  h o w, w h e n, an d  w h i c h  c o n d i t i o ns 

pe o p l e i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a ces, t i m es, c u l t u r es, so c i e t i es (inse r t y o u r  o w n  w o r d  he re...) f i r s t f o u n d  

t he mse l v es i n  a s i t ua t i o n  o f  p o l y m e d i a. I t  see ms t ha t t he r e i s so me t h i n g  v e r y  ne w  t ha t D a n n y  an d 

M i r c a ha ve seen i n  t he m e d i a use an d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t ha t t he y  ha ve o bse r v e d  i n  t he i r  s i t ua t i o ns. I t  

see ms t ha t t he te r m  m a y  n o t  ap p l y  t o  so m e o f  t he c o n d i t i o ns o n  t he g r o u n d  i n  Ta n za n i a (based o n  

p r i o r  c o m m e n ts o n  t h i s l i s t).

S o  w h a t  ab o u t  o t h e r p l a ces? I s a s i t ua t i o n  o f  P o l y m e d i a ne w  i n  t he U n i t e d  S ta tes f o r  e xa m p l e? F r o m  a 

pe rs o na l--an d  n o n-sch o l a r l y--p o i n t  o f  v i e w, I  ha ve seen f r i e n ds an d f a m i l y  e i t he r  w r es t l e w i t h  t he 

c h o i ces o f  w h i c h  m e d i a t o  use i n  w h i c h  s i t ua t i o n, o r  m o r e t y p i ca l l y, c h o ose so me m e d i u m  an d  dea l  

w i t h  t he des t r u c t i v e  c o nseq ue n ces o f  t ha t c h o i ce o n l y  a f t e r t he f a c t, o f t e n  ne ve r  e ve n  rea l i z i n g  t ha t ha d 

t he y  p i c k e d  u p  t he p h o ne ra t he r  t ha n e ma i l e d o r  p os te d o n  a Fa ce b o o k  w a l l  t h i n gs m a y  ha ve g o t t e n  

d i f f e re n t l y. (As a s i de p o i n t, t h i s a ls o ra i ses t he q ues t i o n  ab o u t  w h e t he r  o r  n o t  w e  sh o u l d  d i s t i n g u i s h 

t hese s i t ua t i o ns based o n  i f  an d  w h e n  ac t o r s i n  t he s i t ua t i o n  q ues t i o n e d t he m e d i a o r  rea l i z e d i t s r o l e i n  

t he c o n f l i c t  a t a l l.)
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T h a t  be i n g  sa i d, an d  aga i n, f r o m  a n o n-sch o l a r l y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w, I  ha ve g o o d  m e m o r i es o f  d i v i s i v e 

de ba tes ab o u t  w h e t he r o r  n o t  i t  w as ap p r o p r i a te t o  re l a y  so me i m p o r t a n t  ne w s  t o so me o ne--su c h as a 

b r ea k-u p, t o  use t he e xa m p l e f r o m  G e r s h o n's r e ce n t  b o o k  t ha t D a n n y  an d M i r c a see as a g o o d  

e xa m p l e o f  t he use o f  t he te r m--o v e r  t he l a n d-l i ne p h o ne, f r o m  so m e e lse's h o m e p h o ne, v i a  a l e t te r, 

v i a  a n o te i n  t he c l ass r o o m, i n  pe rs o n, t h r o u g h  f r i e n ds, et c. (I' m e ve n g uess i n g  t ha t so m e o f  t hese 

"me m o r i es" w e r e m y  f r i e n ds' m e m o r i es o r  e ve n  f r o m  te l e v i s i o n  o f  f i l m  i n  t he 1 9 80s.)

W h i c h, b r i n gs m e  t o t he q ues t i o n  o f  w h e t he r o r  n o t  t he r e i s ac t ua l  sc h o l a r s h i p  f r o m  deca des pas t 

(because m y  pe rs o na l  anec d o tes rea l l y  d o n ' t ge t us v e r y  f a r!) t ha t w o u l d  shed l i g h t  o n  w h e t he r o r  n o t  

pe o p l e f o u n d  t he mse l v es i n  s i t ua t i o ns i n  t he pas t t ha t w e  m i g h t  desc r i be as a s i t ua t i o n  o f  p o l y m e d i a i f  

u n de rs t o o d  i n  t he p r o pe r h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t.

T o  su m  u p  m y  ce n t ra l  p o i n t: T h e  te r m  p o l y m e d i a i tse l f  see ms e x t r e m e l y  use f u l. T h i s i s be ca use i t  w i l l  

f o c us o u r  at t e n t i o n, as D a n n y  an d  M i r c a ar g ue, t o  e m o t i o n a l  an d m o r a l  q ues t i o ns o f  m e d i a uses i n  

ne w  w a y s, w a y s t ha t w e r e e i t he r  i g n o r e d be f o r e o r  n o t  b r o u g h t  t o ge t he r  i n  w a y s t ha t w o u l d  be 

p r o d u c t i v e. T h e  te r m 's u t i l i t y, h o w e v e r, de c l i n es i f  w e  t r y  t o  see i t  as so m e t h i n g  as u n i v e rsa l l y  

u n p r e ce de n t e d "n o w."

R e ga r ds,

D a n

Guido Ipsen - g u i d o. i psen a t u n i-d o r t m u n d. de 
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E v e n  t h o u g h  i t  see ms l ess h o n o u ra b l e t ha n p i l i n g  h i n t s a t so u r ces o n  t o an o t he r, I  f ee l  c o m pe l l e d  t o 

re d u ce t he d i s c uss i o n  ab o u t  m e d i a, p o l y m e d i a see ms t he h o t  w o r d  n o w, t o  t he i m m e d i a te. K e e p  l o w  

p r o f i l e.

U s i n g  m e d i a m ea ns t o w a t c h. T o  l i s te n. S o m e t i m es i t  m ea ns t o use m o r e i r r e g u l a r  c ha n ne l s o f  

c o m m u n i ca t i o n, de pe n d i n g  o n  t he so p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  tec h n o l o g i es ap p l i e d.
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B u t  i n  essen ce, m a k i n g  use o f  a m e d i u m  m ea ns t o t u r n  i t  i n t o  so me t h i n g  y o u  l i k e  t o  ca l l  a 

p o l y m e d i u m. A  shee t o f  pa per, o r, i f  y o u  a l l o w  f o r  t he v e r y  bas i cs, a ha n d f u l  o f  c l a y  w i l l  su f f i c e 

(Po l y c l a y  ca n be so p o w e r f u l).

P l ease be w a re o f  c o ns t r u c t i n g  a h y p e ab o u t  f l as h y  sc ree ns an d - see m i n g l y  - g l o ba l  c o n ne c t i v i t y. I n  

t he en d, a l l  t ha t m e d i a use rs d o  i s c o ns u m e t he a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t he i r  c o g n i t i v e  s ys te m  a l l o w s 

t he m  t o sha re i n  a g i v e n  pe r i o d  o f  t i m e, o r  d o  t he re v e rse i n  sen d i n g  m essages.

A l s o, a sc ra p o f  pa pe r an d a p i e ce o f  c ha r c o a l  m i g h t  be m u c h  m o r e v e rsa t i l e t ha n t he i P h o ne o n ce 

t he re i s n o  p l u g... .

Christmas, Salina - sa l i na.c h r i s t m as.09 at u c l.ac.u k  
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B u t  w e  c rea t i v e f o l k s l o v e t he h y pe su r r o u n d i n g  o b j e c ts. T h e  m o r e f l as h y  t he o b j e c t, t he m o r e a l i v e  

t he de v i ce i s, t he be t te r.

W e  e ve n  ha ve an e ve n t  de d i ca te d t o  h y p i n g  u p  t he o b j e c ts w e  m a k e. W e  ca l l  i t  T h e  L o n d o n  D es i g n  

F es t i v a l. A l l  w e  d o  i s ge t  e x c i t e d o v e r  t he t h i n gs w e  m a k e  (li ke a f r a m e w h i c h  d oes abso l u te l y  n o t h i n g  

use f u l  h t t p://ti n y u r l. c o m/2 w naz v d  an d  t h i s c ha i r  w h i c h  d oesn' t e ve n  l e t y o u  s i t u p  st ra i g h t  

h t t p://ti n y u r l. c o m/37g o2es) an d t he n w e  g o  t o o t he r pa r t ne rs' e ve n ts an d  ge t  e x c i t e d o v e r  t he i r  o b j e c ts 

- w h e t he r t he y  m a k e  sense o r  n o t. T h e  p o i n t  i s, o b j e c ts ge t pe o p l e ta l k i n g  an d m o v i n g. S o m e  e ve n 

m a k e y o u  ha p p y. O n l y  o n ce a y ea r w e  ca n o pe n l y  gee k  l i k e  t h i s an d m a k e a p o m p  an d  ce re m o n y  o n  

t he ba c k  o f  o u r  o b j e c ts.

I n  f a c t, ta l k i n g  ab o u t  'p o l y c l a y ', t he m o s t  f asc i na t i n g  m e d i a I  en c o u n t e r e d at t he f es t i v a l  w as a 3 M  

te m p o ra r y  'st i c k-o n ' pa i n t, o n  w h i c h  t he en t ra n ce s i g n  f o r  o ne o f  t he e ve n ts, 'Ten t', w as w r i t t e n  o n. Y o u  

st i c k  t h i s shee t o f  pa i n t  o n  t he b r i c k w a l l  o f  t he T r u m a n  B r e w e r y  w i t h  a b l o w  t o r c h, l i k e  a m ass i v e 

P os t-I t  n o t e, an d v o i l a, y o u  ge t a ne w  l o o k  f o r  y o u r  f r o n t  d o o r. T h e  Sa m su n g  ta b l e t w a s n i ce, b u t  t h i s 

w as ace.

B u t  t h i s i s w h e re I  a m  n o t  - t o b o r r o w  so me o ne's p h r ase he re - "ag n os t i c", an t h r o p o l o g i ca l l y. Y o u  

k n o w  w h i c h  s i de I  a m  o n. I  ha ve t o sa y  m y  a i m  o f  st u d y i n g  m a te r i a l  c u l t u r e at U C L  i s so I  ca n 

u n de rs ta n d  a f e w  t h i n gs ab o u t  'pe o p l e an d  t he i r  o b j e c ts', i n  pa r t i c u l a r, d i g i t a l  o b j e c ts. T o  g o  f a r, a 

c r ea t i v e ca n' t r e l y  o n  s k i l l s a l o n e; he a ls o needs k n o w l e d ge. A n t h r o p o l o g y  i n f o r m s m y  c rea t i v i t y  w e l l, 

an d  I  a m  so v e r y  g r a te f u l  f o r  i t.
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I  d o, h o w e v e r, f o u n d  G u i d o 's o bse r v a t i o n  ab o u t  t he f o l k s t ha t f a i l e d  t o  be e x c i t e d b y  t he "dead" 3 G  

de v i ce v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e.

A h ,  I  use d u p  t h r ee o f  m y  f o u r  e ma i l s f o r  t h i s w o r k s h o p. W i l l  be ta k i n g  d o w n  n o tes o n l y  f r o m  n o w  

o n.

Daniel - d. m i l l e r  at u c l.a c.u k  

F r i  O c t  1  00:33:28 P D T  20 10

O b v i o us l y  y o u  w a n t  t o  ge t t o  o t h e r t o p i cs, so I  p r o m i se n o t  t o  p os t o n  p o l y m e d i a aga i n  w h a te v e r  t he 

res p o nses, b u t  j us t t o  sa y  t o  Sa l l y  t he reaso n w e  ca n t  use m u l t i m e d i a i s e ve n  t h r o u g h  te c h n i ca l l y  i t  

m i g h t  ha ve bee n a va i l a b l e t o  m ea n  t he sa me as p o l y m e d i a, I  w o u l d  t h i n k  i t  c l ea r  en o u g h  t ha t t he te r m  

has a l rea d y  bee n u n i v e rsa l l y  ad o p te d t o  m ea n  so me t h i n g  e lse. Pe o p l e ta l k  e ve r y  da y  o f  m u l t i m e d i a 

p r esen ta t i o ns b y  w h i c h  t he y  m ea n  t he s i m u l t a ne o us use o f  se ve ra l  m e d i a an d t he tec h n i ca l  

re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n t he m  e.g. so u n d  an d  v i s ua ls. T h a t  i s n o w  esta b l i s he d, so o ne ca n t  as k  t he w o r d  

m u l t i m e d i a t o  l ose t h ose c o n n o t a t i o ns an d  sta n d f o r  w h a t  w e  m ea n  b y  p o l y m e d i a.

LabelKantoor - k a n t o o r  a t ne u f. f r  
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 I  use t he te r m  m u l t i p l e m e d i a t o  i n d i ca te t he use o f  v a r i o us m e d i a o n  a pa ra l l e l  bas is, f o r  e xa m p l e i n  

m y  w o r k  w i t h  t he O v a h i m b a  : f i l m , v i d e o, so u n d, d ra w i n g, te x t, p h o t o g r a p h y, an d use t he te r m  

m u l t i m e d i a t o  i n d i ca te t he use o f  v a r i o us m e d i a i n  a s i n g l e p resen ta t i o n  su c h  as an e x h i b i t i o n  o r  o t h er.

R i n a

Mark Pedelty - pe de l t m h  at u m n.ed u  
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D ea r  C o l l ea g ues,

T h i s c o n v e rsa t i o n  c o n ce r n i n g  m e d i a ec o l o g y, d i g i t a l  m a te r i a l i t y, an d p o l y m e d i a/mu l t i m e d i a i s 

i n t e r es t i n g. I ' d  a r g ue aga i ns t ca l l i n g  t h i s "eco l o g i c a l." T h a t  te r m  i s o f t e n e m p l o y e d  i n  suc h a w a y  t ha t 

i t  ne i t he r  r e f e re n ces ec o l o g i ca l  ana l y s i s i n  an y  m ea n i n g f u l  sense n o r  ad ds t o t he at t e m p t e d  ne w  

ar t i c u l a t i o n. Ta k e "m us i c  ec o l o g y," t he te r m  as used t he r e i s f a r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  i t s use f u l  p u r p ose. A n  

ec o l o g i ca l  u n de rs ta n d i n g  i s n o t  j u s t h o l i s t i c  an d i m m e d i a te l y  "en v i r o n m e n t a l" i n  t he sense o f  a 

pe r f o r m a n ce c o n t e x t, b u t  l i t e ra l l y  ab o u t  m a te r i a l  f l o w s, re l a t i o ns h i p s, an d s ys te ms ana l y s i s. T h a t  i s 

n o t  t o  v a l o r i z e suc h an ap p r oa c h as i n v i o l a b l e, i t  i s j us t o ne a m o n g  m a n y, an d  i n  te r m s o f  c u l t u r a l  

u n de rs ta n d i n gs m u s t  be su p p l e m e n te d w i t h  so m e so r t  o f  se m i o t i c  ana l y s i s t o  be use f u l. H o w e v e r, 

w h e n  "eco l o g y" i s b o r r o w e d  t o s i m p l y  m ea n  an y  h o l i s t i c  an d  c o n t e x t ua l  ana l y s i s--m a te r i a l l y  

m easu re d o r  n o t--b o t h  t he c o n ce p t  an d at te m p t e d  f i e l d  o f  u n de rs ta n d i n g  b o t h  su f f e r. T h a t  i s t he case i n  

m u s i c  ec o l o g y, w h i c h  o f t e n  f a i l s t o  be ec o l o g i c a l  i n  an y  m ea n i n g f u l  sense. T h a t  has ca used p r o b l e m s 

i n  t r y i n g  t o  de ve l o p  a ne w  "ec o m us i c o l o g y " t ha t ta kes m a te r i a l i t y, e m b o d i e d  p ra c t i c e, an d 

en v i r o n m e n t a l  an d  h u m a n  sta k es se r i o us l y. I n  o t h e r w o r d s, I  w o u l d  v o t e aga i ns t ca l l i n g  t h i s ne w  

o r i e n t a t i o n  ec o l o g i ca l. I t  d oes n o t  r ea l l y  ca p t u r e t he g oa ls w e l l  as I  u n de rs ta n d  t he m.

M a n y  o n  t he l i s t m i g h t  be a w a re o f  t he pa ra l l e l  d i s c uss i o n  t ha t has bee n g o i n g  o n  i n  t he w o r l d  o f  

" v i r t ua l  e t h n o g r a p h y," f i r s t a r t i c u l a te d b y  C h r i s t i n e H i n e. H a v i n g  a t te n de d an e ve n t  o n  t he t o p i c  i n  

A m s t e r da m  m a n y  y ea rs ag o, I  t o o  w a s st r u c k  b y  t he need t o c o ns i d e r  t he e m b o d i e d  an d e ve n m a te r i a l  

p r a c t i c es o f  d i g i t a l  e x i s te n ce as t ha t t o p i c  w a s be i n g  ta ke n  u p  b y  o t he r d i s c i p l i n es. O t h e r  

an t h r o p o l o g i s ts at t he e ve n t  ha d t he sa me reac t i o n. W h e n  p r esen te d w i t h  a va ta r-l i k e  abs t ra c t i o ns i n  

te r m s o f  t he o r y, i t  i s o f t e n  o u r  te n de n c y  t o  w a n t  t o  i n te r r o g a te assu m p t i o ns m a d e w i t h i n  t he w o r l d  o f  

t he m e d i u m  i n  a dee per, se m i o t i c  sense as w e l l  as e xa m i n i n g  l i v e d  (albe i t  " v i r t ua l") c o n t e x t s 

en ve l o p i n g  an d  i n t e rsec t i n g  w i t h  w h a t  o t h e r d i s c i p l i n es m i g h t  a r t i f i c i a l l y  abs t ra c t  as " v i r t ua l" (as i f  a l l  

o u r  e x i s te n ce i s n o t  i n  so m e w a y s v i r t ua l; r i t ua l  s t u d i es ha ve u n de rs t o o d  t he dea d l y  se r i o us na t u r e o f  

c u l t u r a l  f a n tas y  f o r  q u i t e a l o n g  t i m e). A s  an t h r o p o l o g i s ts w e  te n d  t o b r i n g, a t t he sa me t i m e, a m o r e 

p he n o m e n o l o g i ca l l y  g r o u n de d u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  e x i s te n ce (peop l e i n  pa r t i c u l a r  p l a ces) as w e l l  as a 

m o r e se m i o t i c  ap p r o a c h  t o u n de rs ta n d i n g  t he w o r l d  as a c rea t i v e ac t. Pe r ha ps t ha t i s pa r t o f  w h a t  w e  

are a l l  a t te m p t i n g  t o  d o  he re, b r i n g  a sense o f  t he e t h n o g r a p h i c  p r esen ce t o rea l m s o f  st u d y  t ha t a re 

o f t e n a r t i f i c i a l l y  seg r e ga te d f r o m  t he res t o f  o u r  e x i s te n ce as h u m a n  be i n gs? T h e  i d ea t ha t w e  a re n o t  

f l o a t i n g  m i n ds i n  t he o n l i ne et her, b u t  b o d i es s i t t i n g  at c o m p u t e rs, pe o p l e w h ose en t i r e e x i s te n ce i s 

i n f l e c te d w i t h  i n te r t e x t ua l  i n f l e c t i o ns f r o m  v a r i o us v i r t ua l  r ea l i t i es? H o w  d oes t he e l e c t r o n i c  

p r os t hes i s c ha n ge w h a t  i t  m ea ns t o be h u m a n? H o w  i s i t  an e x t e ns i o n  o f  pas t p r os t he t i cs an d  w a y s o f  

be i n g  h u m a n? I  as ke d t ha t q ues t i o n  ba c k  at t he H a m b u r g  M e d i a  A n t h r o p o l o g y  S c h o o l  a de ca de ag o, 

b u t  a m  st i l l  n o t  ce r ta i n  h o w  f a r  I  ha ve ad va n ce d  i n  m y  u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  t h ose ce n t r a l  q ues t i o ns. 

S i t t i n g  at t he i n t e r sec t i n g  m a r g i ns o f  se ve ra l  m e d i a st u d i es d i s c i p l i n es, i t  see ms t o m e  t ha t w e  a re a l l  

st i l l  i n  P l a t o's ca ve w h e n  i t  c o m es t o d i g i t a l  e x i s te n ce, l o o k i n g  f o r  m o r e s y n t h e t i c  t he o r y  an d 

m e t h o d o l o g y  t ha n an y  d i s c i p l i n a r y  t ra d i t i o n  ca n o f f e r. A n t h r o p o l o g i s ts ha ve a g rea t dea l  t o  l e n d  t o 

v i r t ua l  et h n o g r a p h y, c l ea r l y. F o r  e xa m p l e, m o s t  o f  t he e t h n o g r a p h i c  st u d i es o f  v i d e o  ga m es t o da te 

see m  t o ha ve been c o m p l e te d b y  n o n-A n t h r o p o l o g i s ts, an d  i t  sh o w s. W h i l e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  d i s t i n c t i o ns 

m ea n  l i t t l e t o  m e, an d a f e w  o f  t he v i d e o  ga m e e t h n o g r a p h i es are e x ce l l e n t  (TL Ta y l o r 's P l a y  B e t w ee n 

W o r l d s i s o ne o f  t he f i r s t an d st i l l  o ne o f  t he bes t), i t  d oes see m  t ha t o u r  et h n o g r a p h i c  sens i b i l i t i es an d 
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c u l t u r a l  t he o r y  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e a g rea t dea l  t o  t he " v i r t ua l  e t h n o g r a p h y " d i s c uss i o n  g o i n g  o n  i n  

pa ra l l e l  w i t h i n  (Ne w) M e d i a S t u d i es.

A s  f o r  p o l y m e d i a, I  w o u l d  l o v e t o  hea r m o r e. F o r  o ne t h i n g, v i r t ua l  m e d i a m e t h o d o l o g i es ha ve been  

hea v i l y  v i s ua l. Jus t as "te x t ua l" ana l y s i s ap p l i e d  t o  a l l  m e d i a be t ra ys o u r  p r i n t  p r o c l i v i t i es, t he 

te n de n c y  t o  dea l  w i t h  v i s ua l  i m a ge r y  t o  t he e x c l u s i o n  o f  so u n d  sh o w s t ha t w e  ta k e a so me w ha t  

c i ne m a t i c  pe rs pe c t i v e  t o  o u r  o n l i n e an d v i r t u a l  s t u d i es (e.g., v i d e o  ga mes). I f  p o l y m e d i a i s a w a y  t o 

t h i n k  ab o u t  t he h o l i s t i c  an d  i n te g r a te d senso r i u m  o f  a l l-en c o m pass i n g  d i g i t a l  m e d i a, t ha t so u n ds 

i n t r i g u i n g. F ra n k l y, f r o m  a v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  pe rs pe c t i v e, I  t h i n k  t ha t t o  de ve l o p  a t r u l y  c r i t i c a l  m e d i a 

l i t e ra c y  a m o n g  o u rse l v es, st u de n ts, an d p u b l i cs, w e  nee d t o g o  f a r  be y o n d  t he su r f a ce, de n o t a t i v e  l e v e l  

w h e re m o s t  su c h d i s c uss i o ns st o p  (ob v i o us ste re o t y p es, e t c.). H o l i s t i c  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y, n o  m a t te r 

h o w  w e  na m e i t, c o u l d  c o n t r i b u te a g rea t dea l  t o  t ha t d i s c uss i o n.

S o r r y  ab o u t  t he l o n g  p os t, an d  t ha n ks f o r  a l l  o f  y o u r  f as c i na t i n g  i ns i g h t s.

M a r k

Birgit Braeuchler - b i r g i t b r ae u c h l e r  at g m x. ne t 
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D ea r  a l l,

M a n y  t ha n k s f o r  t he q u i t e st i m u l a t i n g  d i s c uss i o n  so f a r. 

W h a t  I  k ee p o n  w o n d e r i n g  w h e n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t he d i s c uss i o ns o n  p o l y m e d i a (or w h a te v e r  te r m  y o u  

w a n t  t o  use an d I  d o  ag ree w i t h  so me o f  t he o b j e c t i o ns ra i se d) i s h o w  t o dea l  w i t h  i t  m e t h o d o l o g i ca l l y. 

S o m e o f  t he i ss ues a t sta ke are, o f  c o u rse, t he m u c h  de ba te d n o t i o n  o f  m u l t i-s i t e d e t h n o g r a p h y. B u t  

an o t he r m a j o r  i ss ue at sta ke i s, as I  see i t, h o w  t o ac t ua l l y  r esea r c h  p o l y m e d i a, h o w  t o t ra ns l a te 

"pa r t i c i p a n t  o bse r v a t i o n" i n t o  t ha t so r t  o f  c o n t e x t s, h o w  t o "pa r t i c i pa te" i n  m o b i l e p h o ne 

c o n ve rsa t i o ns, l e t t e rs, an d  o t he r m e d i a c o n te x t s (int i m a t e o r  m o r e p u b l i c) m e n t i o n e d t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  

d i s c uss i o n. I  s t i l l  r e m e m be r  o u r  de ba tes ab o u t  t he re l a t i o ns h i p  o f  t he o n l i ne an d t he o f f l i n e w h e n  

c o n d u c t i n g  i n te r ne t resea r c h; a de ba te t ha t l u c k i l y  see ms t o be o u t d a te d b y  n o w. B u t  I  t h i n k  w e  are 

f a c i n g  m a n y  m o r e o f  t ha t k i n d  o f  c ha l l e n ges w h e n  w e  ge t i n v o l v e d  i n  o t he r  m e d i a w o r l d s an d t hese 

c ha l l e n ges are d o u b l e d  an d t r i p l e d  i n  p o l y m e d i a c o n t e x t s.
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W i t h o u t  be i n g  ab l e t o  g o  i n t o  de ta i l, I  w a n t e d  t o  d r o p  t h i s n o t e an d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  so m e f ee d ba c k  o f  

t h ose o f  y o u  i n v o l v e d  i n  t ha t k i n d  o r  resea r c h.

M a n y  t ha n k s,

B i r g i t

Erkan Saka - sa kae r k a a t g m a i l. c o m  
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D ea r  B i r g i t, I  t h i n k  a l l  p oss i b l e m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  q ues t i o ns re l a te d t o  p o l y m e d i a m i g h t  a ls o be as ke d f o r  

an y  c o n te m p o r a r y  m e d i a resea r c h at t he m o m e n t. I  be l i e v e w e  a l r ea d y  l i v e  an d resea r c h t h r o u g h  

c o n te x ts t ha t p o l y m e d i a s i t ua t i o ns a l rea d y  e x i s t (by t h i s sh o r t  re p l y  I  f ee l  se l f-r e l i e f  as t he r e are n o  

ne w  m e t h o d o l o g i ca l  i ss ues ad de d  t o a l r ea d y  e x i s t i n g  t o ns o f  q ues t i o ns:)

E r k a n

Philipp Budka - p h. b u d k a a t p h i l b u. ne t 
W e d  O c t  6 0 1:08:50 P D T  20 10

D ea r  L i s t,

I  a m  sen d i n g  t h i s te x t  o n  be ha l f  o f  D a n n y  M i l l e r:

D I G I T A L  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  O R  M E D I A  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  -- W H O  G I V E S  A  F/!X?

I t  m a y  see m  o d d  an d p r o ba b l y  h y p o c r i t i ca l  t ha t ha v i n g  j us t p os te d ab o u t  p o l y m e d i a I  n o w  su g ges t t ha t 

t he te r m i n o l o g y  rea l l y  d oesn' t m a t te r  v e r y  m u c h. B u t  w h i l e o c cas i o n a l l y  se m an t i cs are he l p f u l  as i n  

t h i s case i n  m a k i n g  an i n te l l e c t ua l  p o i n t, w h i c h  w as t he i d ea w i t h  p o l y m e d i a, ge ne ra l l y  I  f ee l  ta l k i n g  

ab o u t  m e d i a o r  d i g i t a l  o r  c y be r o r  an t h r o p o l o g y  e t c et c m a y  be an y t h i n g  b u t  he l p f u l. I t  i s t r ue t ha t t h i s 

w h o l e  de ba tes i s based o n  t he i r  be i n g  t w o  w o r k s h o ps at E A S A  o ne ca l l e d  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  an d 

o ne ca l l e d  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y. T h e  m e d i a w o r k s h o p  i n c l u d e d p r esen ta t i o ns o n  h o w  pe o p l e t r a ns f o r m  

c o m p u t e r  ga mes, an o t he r o n  use r ge ne ra te d c o n te n t  p l us a pa pe r b y  H ea t he r H o r s t  o ne o f  t he 

o r g a n i se rs o f  t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  w o r k s h o p, ab o u t  t he i m p a c t  o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a o n  f a m i l y  
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r e l a t i o ns. M e a n w h i l e t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  w o r k s h o p  i n c l u d e d t w o  pa pe rs o n  m o b i l e p h o nes t ha t 

m i g h t  eq ua l l y  ha ve been te r m e d  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y.

E v e n  a t t he c o n f e r e n ce t he r e w as t he sta r t o f  w h a t  c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  be a ne ga t i v e  ar g u m e n t  as t o  

w h e t he r o ne sh o u l d  f a v o u r  o ne o r  t he o t her. I n d i v i d u a l s w h o  see me d ab o u t  t o  desc r i be t he mse l v es as 

d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g i s ts o r  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g i s ts w i t h  a s l i g h t  o v e r t o n e o f  ̀ as o p p osed t o'. T h i s i s 

w r i t t e n  t o  p re-e m p t  an d  i d ea l l y  t o  he l p  p re v e n t  us w as t i n g  a w h o l e  l o a d  o f  t i m e  o n  so m e t h i n g  t ha t 

m a n y  o f  us f ee l  w o u l d  be an en t i r e l y  f r u i t l ess de ba te. A  de ba te ab o u t  w h e t he r w e  sh o u l d  be ca l l e d 

m e d i a o r  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g i s ts.

I  ha ve w r i t t e n  se ve r a l  t i m es o n  w h a t  I  ha ve ca l l e d  ̀ se ma n t i c  pe da n t i cs' (e.g. t he b o o k  S t u f f). Pa r t o f  

t he ea r l y  c o n f us i o n  be t w ee n na t u r a l  sc i e n ce an d  so c i a l  sc i e n ce w as a be l i e f  t ha t w e  t o o  w o u l d  w e  w e l l  

se r v e d  b y  t he p re c i se an d  c o ns i s te n t de f i n i t i o ns re q u i r e d  i n  na t u r a l  sc i e n ce. I t  t o o k  a w h i l e  f o r  t he 

m o r e q ua l i t a t i v e  so c i a l  sc i e n ces t o  ta ke o n  b oa r d  W i t t ge ns te i n 's o bse r v a t i o ns ab o u t  l a n g ua ge an d 

rea l i se t ha t ac t ua l l y  w e  w e r e m u c h  be t te r se r v e d  b y  a se ma n t i cs t ha t u n de rs t o o d  i t s de pe n de n ce u p o n  

c o n te x t  an d  d i v e rs i t y, be ca use w e  are n o t  na t u r a l  sc i e n t i s ts an d  t he re w a s l i t t l e t o  be ga i ne d  b y  

e m u l a t i n g  t he m. I n  esta b l i s h i n g  a ne w  p r o g r a m m e  i n  D i g i t a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y  a t U C L  w e  sa w  t h i s m o v e  

as d i r e c t c o n t i n u i t y  w i t h  o u r  h i g h l y  su c cess f u l  p r o g r a m m e  i n  M a t e r i a l  C u l t u r e w h ose e t h os i s l a i d  o u t  

i n  t he i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t he f i r s t i ss ue o f  T h e  Jo u r na l  o f  M a t e r i a l  C u l t u r e w r i t t e n  b y  m y se l f  an d C h r i s 

T i l l e y. W e  ha ve a l w a y s ar g ue d t ha t an y o ne w h o  f o u n d  i t  he l p f u l  t o  desc r i b e w h a t  t he y  w e r e d o i n g  as 

m a te r i a l  c u l t u r e st u d i es, w a s t he re b y  i n  e f f e c t  d o i n g  m a te r i a l  c u l t u r e st u d i es. T h a t  t he r e w as n o  des i r e 

t o  be c o m e an e m p i r e, t o  e x c l u de an y o ne o r  t o  esta b l i s h a c l ea r su b-d i s c i p l i n e. T h e  p o i n t  w a s m e r e l y  t o  

he l p  pe o p l e w i t h  s i m i l a r  i n t e r es ts t o  ha ve a p l a ce t he y  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  an d  be i de n t i f i e d  w i t h  i f  an d 

w h e n  i t  su i t e d t he m. T h i s et h os has se r v e d  us v e r y  w e l l, m a k i n g  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e a soc i a l l y  p l easan t 

p l a ce t o  w o r k  an d  p r o v i d i n g  t he f r ee d o m  f o r  t he p r o d u c t i o n  o f  ec l e c t i c  b u t  o f t e n c u t t i n g  ed ge 

an t h r o p o l o g y

I  w o u l d  ar g ue t h i s p o i n t  b o t h  m o r e ge ne ra l l y. A f t e r  a l l  acade m i cs a re su p p ose d t o v a l ue w o r k  t ha t i s 

b o t h  o r i g i n a l  an d i n te l l i g e n t. I t  m u s t  su re l y  f o l l o w  t ha t a f i r s t c l ass P h D  st u de n t  o r  acade m i c  m a y  

c o m e u p  w i t h  so me t h i n g  t ha t i s so o r i g i n a l  an d i n t e l l i g e n t  t ha t i t  j us t d oesn' t f i t  an y  esta b l i s he d 

aca de m i c  ca te g o r y. W e  ca n' t r ea l l y  see i t  as c o n v e n t i o n a l  m e d i a o r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  b u t  t ha t 

i s be ca use o f  i ts o r i g i n a l i t y  - w e  ca n' t see i t  as c o n v e n t i o na l  an y t h i n g  e lse. S u re l y  w e  sh o u l d  ha ve t he 

f l e x i b i l i t y  an d res pe c t f o r  o r i g i na l  i n s i g h t  t o  w e l c o m e  su c h  w o r k  ra t he r  t ha n d i s m i ss i t  be ca use i t  

d oesn' t f i t. S o  t he re i s a p r i n c i p l e aga i ns t m a k i n g  se ma n t i cs a b u r de n an d c o ns t ra i n t  r a t he r  t ha n a 

f a c i l i t a t o r.

W i t h i n  t ha t et h os t he re i s n o t h i n g  t o  st o p so me o ne de f i n i n g  w h a t  t he y  m ea n  b y  a w o r d  su c h  as d i g i t a l  

o r  m e d i a o r  an t h r o p o l o g y  f o r  e i t he r  t he i r  p u r p oses o r  w i d e r  p u r p oses. I n dee d I  su g ges te d d u r i n g  t he 

c o n f e r e n ce t ha t t he w o r d  d i g i t a l  w o u l d  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  ha ve been asso c i a te d w i t h  base l i n e 2. T h a t  i s 

u l t i m a t e l y  an y t h i n g  t ha t i s c r ea te d o u t  o f  b i n a r y  c o de, as o p p osed t o t he base l i ne 1 0  o f  t he de c i m a l. 

B u t  I  a ls o n o t e d t he re a re pe o p l e w h o  asso c i a te t he mse l v es w i t h  t he t ra j e c t o r y  t ha t c o m es f r o m  

c y be r ne t i cs, w h ose r o o t s are i n  s ys te ms t he o r y, w h i c h  has n o  l o g i ca l  c o n ne c t i o n  w i t h  t he i dea o f  

d i g i t a l  as base l i n e 2 o r  b i n a r y  c o de. I  ha ve n o t  t he l eas t des i r e t o  w as te t i m e o v e r  w h i c h  i s t he  ̀ be t t e r ' 

de f i n i t i o n.

S o  w h a t  t he n sh o u l d  w e  sa y ab o u t  t he re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n  d i g i t a l  an d  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y? I  t h i n k  

w e  sh o u l d  l e t t he c o n te n t  o f  E A S A  spea k  t o t h i s. T h e re w e r e i n dee d pa pe rs t ha t c o u l d  eq ua l l y  ha ve 

been g i v e n  i n  e i t he r  a w o r k s h o p  ca l l e d  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  o r  o ne ca l l e d  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y. I t  
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see ms a f a i r  p r e d i ca t i o n  t ha t f r o m  n o w  o n  t h i s w i l l  a l w a ys be t he case, f o r  w h i c h  reaso n  acade m i cs 

w o r k i n g  i n  t h ose areas w i l l  a l w a ys w a n t  t o  be u p  t o da te w i t h  b o t h  sets o f  resea r c h. B u t  t he re w e r e 

a ls o a n u m be r  o f  pa pe rs g i v e n  i n  t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  sess i o n  t ha t p r o ba b l y  ha ve n o  i n te res t i n  

be i n g  ca l l e d  m e d i a o r  i n  f o l l o w i n g  de ba tes i n  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y. F o r  e xa m p l e, t he r e w as a pa pe r o n  

t he c o n f l i c t  be t w ee n  ha c ke rs an d  re l a te d ac t i v i s ts an d  t he c h u r c h  o f  sc i e n t o l o g y. T h e re w a s an o t he r o n  

sp i m es an d  l o ca t i o n. O n  t he o t he r  ha n d  I  ha ve j us t sen t  i n  a pa pe r f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  w r i t t e n  (toge t he r 

w i t h  M i r c a M a d i a n o u) ab o u t  l e t t e rs an d  casset t es e x c ha n ge d  be t w ee n  F i l i p i n a m o t h e rs an d t he i r  l e f t-

be h i n d  c h i l d r e n. T h a t  i s ce r ta i n l y  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  b u t  i n  n o  sense d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y.

I  t h i n k  w e  sh o u l d  a ls o be s i m i l a r l y  r e l a x e d  ab o u t  t he w o r d  an t h r o p o l o g y. M o s t  d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o n f l i c ts 

a r i se be ca use o f  t he i n f r as t r u c t u r es o f  acade m i a an d  f i g h t s o v e r  r es o u r ces an d p o w e r. W e  ca n' t s t o p  

t hese, b u t  w e  d o n' t ha ve t o f a c i l i t a t e t he m. A s  i t  ha p pe ns, I  o n l y  w o r k  w i t h  st u de n ts w h o  c o n d u c t  w h a t  

m i g h t  be te r m e d  c l ass i c  ̀ m i n i m u m  o f  o ne y ea r pa r t i c i p a t o r y ' e t h n o g r a p h y. B u t  w i t h i n  m a te r i a l  c u l t u r e 

t he re a re pe o p l e w o r k i n g  o n  m u se u m  i ss ues o r  a r c hae o l o g i ca l  i ss ues o r  aest he t i c  i ss ues w h o  m a y  n o t  

be based i n  e t h n o g r a p h i c  t ra d i t i o ns an d m a y  n o t  ca re t o o  m u c h  w h e t he r  t he y  are ca l l e d  

an t h r o p o l o g i s ts o r  n o t, b u t  d o  st r o n g l y  i d e n t i t y  w i t h  o u r  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e sec t i o n  w i t h i n  a de pa r t m e n t  

o f  an t h r o p o l o g y. B u t  t he n w e  a ls o ha ve b i o l o g i ca l  an t h r o p o l o g i s ts w h o  i n  m a n y  res pec ts a re t he 

d i a m e t r i c  o p p os i t e o f  so c i a l  an t h r o p o l o g i s ts an d y e t  e ve r y o ne see ms ha p p y  t o c o ns i de r  t he m  

an t h r o p o l o g i s ts. A s  f a r  as I  ca n te l l  t h i s l i s t-se r v e w o r k s  f o r  m a n y  pe o p l e w h o  a re n o t  w o r k i n g  as 

an t h r o p o l o g i s ts an d  w h o  ha ve bee n m a de w e l c o m e re ga r d l ess.

W e  f o u n de d  t he de g ree i n  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  at U C L  pa r t l y  be ca use w e  f e l t  i t  w a s i ne v i t a b l e t ha t 

d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  w o u l d  c o m e i n t o  e x i s te n ce an d ac t ua l l y  be c o m e  q u i t e a m a j o r  aspe c t o f  

an t h r o p o l o g y. T h e  reaso n  l i es o u ts i de t he acade m i c  w o r l d  i n  t ra ns f o r m a t i o ns t ha t a re o b v i o us an d 

e v i de n t. I n  o u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  H e a t he r H o r s t an d  m y se l f  m a de su g ges t i o ns t ha t pe r ta i n  t o  p oss i b l e m a c r o  

c o nse q ue n ces o f  an o ve r a r c h i n g  d i g i t a l  de ve l o p m e n t. B u t  w e  a ls o l o o k e d  t o t he l e ga c y  o f  

et h n o g r a p h y, de ve l o p m e n t, an d  d i v e rs i t y  t ha t i s pa r t o f  t he et h n o g r a p h i c  he r i t a ge. B y  t he sa me t o k e n 

m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  i s n o w  v e r y  w e l l  de ve l o pe d, i n  pa r t t ha n k s t o  t h i s e x ce l l e n t  l i s t-se r v e an d t he re i s 

n o  reaso n t o t h i n k  o t h e r t ha n i t  t o o  w i l l  g r o w  b o t h  i n  i t s o w n  r i g h t, an d a ls o i n  i ts sha re d f u t u r e as 

m o s t  m e d i a be c o m es a ls o d i g i t a l. B u t  u l t i m a te l y  t he re i s o n l y  o ne rea l  p o i n t  t o  t h i s c o m m e n t, w h i c h  i s 

t o  u r ge y o u  n o t  t o  w as te t i m e  w o r r y i n g  t o o  m u c h  ab o u t  w h i c h  i s w h i c h. I  su g ges t w e  sh o u l d  a i m  t o ge t 

o u r  re p u ta t i o ns f r o m  t he q ua l i t y  o f  o u r  w o r k, n o t  t he l a be l. 

-Polymedia thread ends-
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-‘Rewards of media’ thread-

Kerstin B Andersson - t i n n i.an de rss o n  a t te l i a.c o m  

W e d  Se p 29 02: 1 3:00 P D T  20 10

 H i  e ve r y o ne!

Jo h n, y o u  a re p r o v o k i n g  m e  an d I  t h i n k  t ha t I  sh o u l d  e l a b o r a te m y  p o i n t  a b i t!

> 2. Kerstin Andersson wondered about the usefulness of this 'rewards >  of practice' approach to 
media ethnographic research. Do we really >  need it? If so, what for?

M y  q ues t i o n i n g  o f  t he "re w a r ds o f  p r a c t i c e' ap p r oa c h  i n  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  w as m a i n l y  d i r e c te d t o  

t he c o n ce p t  o f  " re wa r d". I n  m y  rea d i n g  t he use o f  re w a r d  i m p l i es a "mea ns t o en d" ra t i o n a l i t y ; i.e. a 

pe rs o n  use a ce r ta i n  m ea n  w i t h  t he p u r p ose t o ac h i e v e a ce r ta i n  g oa l  an d  I  t h i n k  t ha t t h i s ap p r oa c h i s a 

b i t  r e d u c t i o n i s t, rea l i t y  i s j us t n o t  t h i s s i m p l e. P rac t i ces o f t e n  i n c l u d e i r r a t i o na l, u n i n t e n t i o na l, casua l  

ac ts an d ac t i v i t i es an d m i g h t  as w e l l  be m o t i v a te d b y  e m o t i o ns, des i res, i n t u i t i o n, i n c i de n ts, 

u n f o r eseen o c c u r r e n ces o r  m a y be be t o t a l l y  u n m o t i v a te d. M y  o w n  p re f e r e n ces i n  i ss ues re ga r d i n g  

p r a c t i c e a re f o r  e xa m p l e m o r e i n  l i ne w i t h  a p he n o m e n o l o g i ca l  ap p r o a c h  an d  K a p f e r e r ’s “o n t o l o g y ” 

t ha n a W e be r i a n  i ns t r u m e n t a l  ra t i o n a l i t y. S o  I  s i m p l y  t h i n k  t ha t i t  w o u l d  be m o r e use f u l  t o  d i s c uss 

i m p l i c a t i o ns an d o u t c o m es o f  m e d i a p ra c t i ce, a ls o i n c l u d i n g  t he i r r a t i o na l, u n w a n t e d, u ne x pe c te d  

m a t te rs i n c l u d e d i n  i t. A n d  I  t h i n k  t ha t E l i se n da A r d è v o l  e t a l ’s p r esen ta t i o ns i l l us t r a te d t h i s q u i t e 

w e l l … .

A l l  t he bes t K e r s t i n

Elisenda Ardèvol - ea r de v o l  at g m a i l. c o m  W e d  Se p 29 04:58:27 P D T  20 10

H i!

T h a n k s Jo h n  f o r  p u t t i n g  b o t h  M a y n o o t h  sess i o ns a l t o ge t he r  an d  a l l  c o n t r i b u t o r s t ha t h i g h l i g h t e d c u t-

ed g i n g  t o p i cs f o r  d i s c uss i o n! :-)

F r o m  m y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w, t he d i s c uss i o n  ab o u t  t he "re w a r ds o f  t he m e d i a" i s re l e v a n t  be ca use i t  

c o n ne c ts w i t h  so c i a l  ac t o r s w o r r i es ab o u t  c rea t i v i t y  an d  au t h o rs h i p, an d  w i t h  an e x te n de d  c o r p us o f  

w o r k  a r o u n d  use r c o n t e n t  p r o d u c t i o n  an d  c rea t i v e i n d us t r i es, an o t he r  q ues t i o n  i s h o w  w e  t he o r i z e an d 

d o  resea r c h  ab o u t  t h i s, w h i c h  i s, I  t h i n k, t he d i s c uss i o n  p o i n t. S o, I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  ce n t r e t he d i s c uss i o n  

he re o n  t he f i r s t an d  sec o n d  t o p i c  p r o p ose d i n  t he o pe n i n g  e ma i l.

M a r k  A .  Pe te rs o n  su m m a r i zes W a r de su g ges t i n g  ap p r oa c h  t o p ra c t i ces p o i n t i n g  t o  t he te ns i o n  be t w ee n 

i n t r i ns i c an d  e x t r i ns i c m o t i v a t i o ns i n  p ra c t i c es, an d  m o s t  o f  t he l i t e ra t u r e I  ha ve been rea d i n g  i s a ls o 

f i x e d  i n  t h i s p o l a r i z a t i o n. A s  w e  p resen te d i n  o u r  pa per, B a n k s an d P o t ts, f o r  e xa m p l e, sa y t ha t use r's 

p r o d u c t i v e p r a c t i c es a re us ua l l y  e x p l a i n e d as based e i t he r  o n  n o n-m a r k e t, n o n-pe c u n i a r y  m o t i v a t i o n  

de r i v e d  f r o m  an I n t e r ne t ec o n o m y  o f  g i f t  c u l t u r e -as i n t r i ns i c m o t i v a t i o ns w e l l  p r i m e d  w i t h  

c o m m u n i t a r i a n  sp i r i t-, o r  as based o n  e x t r i ns i c i n ce n t i v es o r  re w a r ds -l o o k i n g  f o r  l u c r a t i v e re w a r ds 

an d  f o l l o w i n g  t he c o r p o r a te, c o m m e r c i a l  an d t he r u l es o f  a m a r k e t  ec o n o m y-. B u t  i n  m o s t  o f  t hese 

ap p r o a c hes, m o t i v a t i o n  i s " i ns i de" t he su b j e c t  -ta ke n  a ps y c h o l o g i ca l  o r  a ra t i o n a l  su b j e c t h o m o  
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oe c o n o m i c us ap p r o a c h. W h a t  W a r de p r o p oses i s t o  u n de rs ta n d  i n t r i ns i c an d e x t r i n s i c  r e l a te d t o 

p r a c t i c es, i ns tea d o f  "su b j e c t i v e" m o t i v a t i o ns. T h i s i s a v e r y  i n t e res t i n g  t u r n i n g-p o i n t  f r o m  a c u l t u r a l  

ana l y s i s pe rs pe c t i v e. M o r e  o ve r, W a r de su g ges ts t he n, t ha t m o t i v a t i o ns an d  re w a r ds -as d o i n gs an d 

sa y i n gs- a re pa r t  o f  t he p r a c t i c es, an d nee d t o be u n de rs t o o d  i n  te r m s o f  p r a c t i ce en ga ge me n ts (not as 

su b j e c t i n t r i n s i c  o r  e x t r i ns i c m o t i v a t i o ns). W h a t  p u z z l es m e  a l i t t l e b i t  i s t ha t he see ms t o m a i n t a i n  t he 

i n t r i ns i c/ex t r i ns i c  d i v i s i o n  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c es, w h e n  i t  ca n be sa i d  t ha t b o t h  p o l es are pa r t  o f  t he 

c o ns t i t u t i v e p r o c ess o f  t he p ra c t i ces. I t  ca n m a k e sense.

W h a t  o u r  f i e l d w o r k  i s su g ges t i n g  -w e  a re n o w  i n v o l v e d  i n  a p r o j e c t  o n  c r ea t i v e  p ra c t i ces an d  

i n d us t r i es- i s t ha t, o n  o ne ha n d, t he i n d i v i d u a ls e x p r essed m o t i v a t i o ns f o r  en ga g i n g  c r ea t i v e p r a c t i c es 

are d i v e rse an d  v a r y  t h r o u g h  t i m e  an d  t h r o u g h  p ra c t i ce en ga ge me n t, as K e r s t i n  sa i d, an d  w e  sh o w e d  

i n  o u r  pa per. O n  t he o t he r, t ha t t he te ns i o n  be t w ee n t hese t w o  p o l es i s e x p r essed w h e n  c o n f l i c t i n g  

p r a c t i c es a re a t sta k e. T h a t  i s, w h e n  t he na t u r e o f  t he p r a c t i c e i t se l f  i s d i s c ussed a m o n g  use rs -t he 

te ns i o n  be t w ee n  a ma te u r  an d  p r o f ess i o na l  p h o t o g r a p he rs-, o r  t he te ns i o n  a m o n g  use rs an d  c rea t i v e 

i n d us t r i es t ha t w a n t  t o  ta k e be ne f i t  o f  de te r m i n a te use rs' p r a c t i c es -as i n  t he case o f  m o d de rs t ha t 

" w o r k  f o r  f r ee" i n  de ve l o p i n g  v i d e o ga m e e x t e ns i o ns-. S o, w h a t  i s i n t e r es t i n g  i s h o w  p r a c t i c es a re 

c o ns t i t u t e d an d  de f i ne d b y  use rs, n o t  o n l y  i n  re l a t i o n  t o  t he k n o w-h o w  o f  t he p ra c t i c es, b u t  a ls o i n  

re l a t i o n  t o  des i r es, p u r p oses, m o t i v a t i o ns, re w a r ds, e t c. t ha t t he p r a c t i c e o f  t ha t p r a c t i c e en ta i l s. B y  

d o i n g  so.... i t  c o u l d  be sa i d, ta k i n g  B o u r d i e u n o t i o n  o f  f i e l d  (fo l l o w i n g  P os t i l l  ap p r oa c h  t o f i e l d  

t he o r y), t he f i e l d  o f  " med i a", o r  t he f i e l d  o f  "p h o t o g r a p h y" o r  t he f i e l d  o f  "a r t an d c r ea t i v e  i n d us t r i es" 

i s sus ta i ne d, res hape d an d  c o n tes te d, a m o n g  o t he r  t h i n gs... B u t  I  t h i n k  I  a m  g o ne t o o  f a r... an y w a y, I  

t r i e d  t o  p resen t  an e xa m p l e o f  h o w  p ra c t i c es t he o r y  m a y  be use f u l  -o r  n o t- f o r  u n de rs ta n d i n g  m e d i a 

're w a r ds' an d h o w  d i g i t a l  p r a c t i t i o n e rs na v i g a te an d  shape t he ' re w a r dsca pes'.

C h ee rs, E l i se n da

B a n k s, J., &  P o t ts, J. (20 10). C o-c rea t i n g  ga m es: a c o-e v o l u t i o n a r y  ana l y s i s. N e w  M e d i a  S o c i e t y, 

1 2(2), 253-270. P os t i l l, J. L o c a l i z i n g  t he i n t e r ne t be y o n d  c o m m u n i t i es an d ne t w o r k s. N e w  M e d i a  &  

S o c i e t y  Ju ne 2008 1 0: 4 1 3-43 1. W a r de, A .  C o ns u m p t i o n  an d  T h e o r i es o f  P ra c t i c e. Jo u r na l  o f  

C o ns u m e r  C u l t u r e, V o l. 5, N o. 2, 1 3 1-1 5 3 (2005)

Postill, John - J.Pos t i l l  a t sh u.ac.u k  
M o n  O c t  4 04:07:07 P D T  20 10

D ea r  A l l

M a n y  t ha n k s f o r  t ha t f i r s t r o u n d  o f  e-w o r k s h o p  c o n t r i b u t i o ns. A  re m i n de r: w e  st i l l  h a ve an o t he r 8 

da ys t o  c o n t i n u e t he c o n v e rsa t i o n!

O n  t he su b j e c t o f  (di g i t a l) m e d i a p ra c t i ces an d  t he i r  r e w a r ds, an d ad d i n g  b r i e f l y  t o  E l i se n da's res p o nse 

t o K e r s t i n, I  d o n ´ t see t h i s ap p r oa c h as c o m m i t i n g  y o u  t o a ra t i o n a l  o r  re d u c t i o n i s t m o d e l  o f  h u m a n  

en dea v o u r. I n  f a c t, I  see i t  as an a l t e r na t i v e  t o  e x i s t i n g  ra t i o n a l i s t ap p r o a c hes t ha t a re st i l l  w i d e l y  used 

i n  t he st u d y  o f  m e d i a an d I C Ts. F o r  i n s ta n ce, i n  t he f i e l d  o f  I C Ts f o r  de ve l o p m e n t  a g r o w i n g  n u m be r  

o f  resea r c he rs a re p re c i se l y  t r y i n g  t o  escape t he en t ra p m e n ts o f  a ra t i o na l-ac t o r, c os t/bene f i t  

u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  m o b i l e p h o ne ad o p t i o n  i n  p o o r  c o u n t r i es. (Less d i s c ussed, b u t  st i l l  a r o u n d, a re uses-

an d-g ra t i f i c a t i o ns m o d e l s o f  m o b i l e ad o p t i o n). A s  F r a n c i s c o O s o r i o  an d I  su g ges te d i n  o u r  M a y n o o t h  

p r esen ta t i o n, b y  k ee p i n g  an o pe n  m i n d  ab o u t  t he ac t ua l  an d  re p o r t e d re w a r ds o f  m o b i l e-re l a te d 
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p r a c t i c es w e  h o pe w e  ca n he l p  t o  b r o a de n  o u t  t h i s resea r c h area be y o n d  na r r o w l y  ec o n o m i c i s t an d  

f u n c t i o na l i s t e x p l a na t i o ns.

B r i e f l y, o n  t he re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n f i e l d  t he o r y  an d t he re w a r ds o f  p r a c t i c e (see E l i se n da's ea r l i e r 

p os t), i t 's i m p o r t a n t  t o  re ca l l  t ha t t he n o t i o n  o f  re w a r ds i s ce n t ra l  t o  t ha t o f  f i e l d. A f t e r  a l l, a f i e l d  i s 

o f t e n u n de rs t o o d  t o be a d o m a i n  o f  p r a c t i ce i n  w h i c h  v a r i o us l y  p os i t i o n e d  so c i a l  agen ts c o m pe te an d 

c o o pe ra te o v e r  t he sa me p u b l i c  *re wa r ds* an d p r i z es (see M a r t i n  2003). Jus t as f i e l ds a re i n te r na l l y  

d i f f e re n t i a te d, so are t he re w a r ds t o  be f o u n d  at t he v a r i o us f i e l d  'sta t i o ns' (i.e. t he s i tes o f  re g u l a r  

p r a c t i c e an d i n t e r a c t i o n), e.g. t he re w a r ds t ha t g o  w i t h  acade m i c  b l o g g i n g  are q u i t e d i f f e re n t  f r o m  

t h ose o f  aca de m i c  p u b l i s h i n g.

Jo h n

R e f e r e n ce

M a r t i n, J. L .  (2003) ‘ W ha t I s F i e l d  T h e o r y?’, A m e r i c a n Jo u r na l  o f  S o c i o l o g y  1 09: 1-49.

Jens Kjaerulff  - j k  at so ca n t. ne t 
F r i  O c t  8 1 3: 1 3:32 P D T  20 10

I  t h i n k  ' Re w a r ds' i s a v e r y  i n te res t i n g  ta ke, an d re g r e t I  c o u l d  n o t  m a k e i t  t o  M a y n o o t h.

I  w as w o n d e r i n g  i f  an y o ne ha d g i v e n  t h o u g h t  t o  h o w  t he w i d e l i t e ra t u r e o n  ' va l ue' (e.g. G r ae be r 200 1, 

M y e r s 200 1, P u t n a m  2002, S y k es 2009), m i g h t  c o m p l e m e n t an en q u i r y  cas t i n  te r m s o f  ' re w a r ds'?

I n  re t r os pe c t, I  w i s h  I  ha d been be t t e r f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s l i t e ra t u r e w h e n  I  w r o t e t he m o n o g ra p h  

p u b l i s he d ear l i e r  t h i s y ea r en t i t l e d  ' I n te r ne t an d  C h a n ge' (Kjae r u l f f  20 10): 

h t t p://w w w. i n t e r ne ta n d c ha n ge.c o m/ 

T h e re are se ve ra l  reas o ns f o r  t h i s, b u t  a m o n g  t he m  i t  see ms t o o pe n  f o r  an e x c i t i n g  c o m pa ra t i v e 

sc o pe, an d f o r  a d i f f e re n t  k i n d  o f  en q u i r y  t ha n w h a t  t he o l d  an d u n p r o d u c t i v e 'ra t i o na l-ac t o r/cu l t u r a l-

c l o n e' d i s c uss i o n  see ms t o a l l o w  f o r  (I d o n t  t h i n k  t o da ys p ra c t i c e t he o r y  has m o v e d  t h i s d i s c uss i o n  

m u c h  be y o n d  w h e re i t  w as i n  t he 1 9 70s i n  ec o n o m i c  an t h r o p o l o g y  an d t he de ba tes o n  p r os an d c o ns 

o f  t r a nsac t i o n a l i s m).

I n  t he l a t t e r  r e ga r d, I  t h i n k  a v a l ue pe rs pec t i v e (Bar t h  1 9 93) d i d  he l p  m e  tac k l e t he q ues t i o n  o f  w h a t 

m o t i v a tes *i n f o r m a l* te l e w o r k  (i.e. w o r k i n g  f r o m  h o m e  v i a i n te r ne t), t he p r a c t i c e o f  w h i c h  i s 

c o nsp i c u o us l y  w i d es p r ead re l a t i v e t o  f o r m a l i z e d te l e w o r k i n g. B u t  I  v e r y  c l ea r l y  o n l y  sc ra t c he d t he 

su r f a ce, an d w i s h  I  ha d been be t t e r f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t he l i t e ra t u r e o n  v a l ue.

H e n ce t he q ues t i o n  ab o u t  w h e t h e r ' re w a r ds' ha ve been t h o u g h t  a l o n g  su c h l i n es...? 

R e f e r e n ces:

B a r t h, F. 1 9 93: A r e  V a l u es R ea l?, I n: H e c h te r, M ., e t a l. (eds), T h e  O r i g i n  o f  V a l ues, A .  de G r u y t e r: 

N e w  Y o r k, p p. 3 1-46
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G r ae be r, D .  200 1: T o w a r d  an A n t h r o p o l o g i ca l  T h e o r y  o f  V a l u e, Pa l g r a v e, N e w  Y o r k

M y e r s, F. (ed) 200 1: T h e  E m p i r e o f  T h i n gs. R e g i m es o f  V a l u e an d M a t e r i a l  C u l t u r e, S c h o o l  o f  

A m e r i ca n  R esea r c h P ress, Sa n ta F e

K j a e r u l f f , J. 20 10: I n t e r ne t an d C ha n ge, I n t e r v e n t i o n  P ress, H o e j b j e r g

P u t na m, H .  2002: T h e  C o l l a pse o f  t he F ac t/Va l ue D i c h o t o m y, H a r v a r d  U n i v e rs i t y  P ress, C a m b r i d ge, 

M A

S y k es, K .  (ed) 2009: E t h n o g r a p h i es o f  M o r a l  R easo n i n g, Pa l g r a v e, N e w  Y o r k

Kerstin B Andersson - t i n n i.an de rss o n  a t te l i a.c o m  

F r i  O c t  8 05:42:22 P D T  20 10

H i  e ve r y o ne,

A  b r i e f  res p o ns t o  E l i se n de's an d Jo h n's c o m m e n ts c o n ce r n i n g  f i e l d  t he o r i es an d  p ra c t i ce...

S i n ce I ' m  us i n g  a m o d i f i e d  v e rs i o n  o f  B o u r d i e u's f i e l d  c o n ce p t  i n  m y  o w n  w o r k  o n  K o l k a t a 

i n t e l l e c t ua l s, I  t h o u g h t  t ha t I  sh o u l d  e l a b o r a te a b i t  o n  t he c o n ce p t. B o u r d i e u's n o t i o n  o f  f i e l d  i n c l u des 

a d i s p os i t i o na l  t he o r y  o f  ac t i o n. H e  p r o p oses a st r u c t u r a l i s t r e i n te r p r e ta t i o n  o f  W e be r 's ana l y s i s, 

ra t i o na l  ac t o r  t he o r y  an d i ns t r u m e n ta l  r a t i o n a l i t y. t he so c i a l  a re na i s a m u l t i d i m e ns i o na l  space 

d i f f e re n t i a te d i n t o  re l a t i v e l y  au t o n o m o us d i s t i n c t  f i e l ds o r de r e d i n t o  a s ys te m  o f  d i f f e r e n ce, as a 

st r u c t u r e d space o f  ne t w o r k s o r  c o n f i g u r a t i o ns be t w ee n  d o m i n a n t  an d su b o r d i n a te d p os i t i o ns. T h e  

ac t o r s st r i v e  a f t e r  m a x i m i s i n g  m a t e r i a l  o r  s y m b o l i c  p r o f i t  t h r o u g h  st ra te g i c  ac ts. t he c h o i ces an d  

p r e f e r e n ces t ha t t he y  m a k e  i n  a f i e l d  a re st r u c t u r e d b y  t he d o x a an d  spec i f i c  d i s p os i t i o ns, ha b i t us, 

w h i c h  be c o m es i ns c r i be d  i n  a pa r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  e m b o d i m e n t, an d sepa ra tes o r  d i s t i n g u i s hes t he m  

t o w a r ds o t h e rs.

A s  f o r  m y se l f, I ’ m  m o r e a l i g n i n g  t o  a m o d i f i e d  v e rs i o n  o f  B o u r d i e u's f i e l d  c o n ce p t  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  

E y e r m a n  (1994). E y e r m a n  c o n t e x t ua l i ses t he n o t i o n  f i e l d  an d  i nse r ts t he de te r m i n i n g  f a c t o r s o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o ns t r u c t i o n  o f  t he f i e l d  an d ac t o r s as ac t i n g  su b j e c ts. T h e  f i e l d  i s c o ns t r u c te d b y  i n d i v i d u a l  

ac t o r s i n v o l v e d  i n  a c rea t i v e p r o cess. T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t  an d l i v i n g  t ra d i t i o n  a f f e c ts t he i r  i d e n t i t y, 

r o l e an d p os i t i o n. I  a ls o t h i n k  t ha t a p he n o m e n o l o g i ca l  m e t h o d  an d K a p f e r e r ’s (1989, 1 9 97) c o n ce p t  

o f  o n t o l o g y  has t he p o t e n t i a l  t o  sens i t i se an d  re f i n e t he ana l y s i s f u r t her. K a p f e r e r ’s ana l y s i s c o m b i n es 

a p he n o m e n o l o g i ca l  ap p r oa c h w i t h  s i t ua t i o na l  ana l y s i s an d  t he e x t e n de d case m e t h o d. T h e  a i m  i s t o  

re n de r “ t he l o g i c  o f  p r a c t i c es o r  t he c ha o t i c  s t r u c t u r es f o r m e d  i n  e ve r y d a y  r o u t i n e an d  n o t  so r o u t i n e 

ac t i v i t y …  p ra c t i ce i n  a l l  i t s l i v e d  m ess i ness ….”

K e r s t i n

-‘Rewards of media’ thread ends-
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-‘Digital materiality’ thread-

Christmas, Salina - sa l i na.c h r i s t m as.09 at u c l.ac.u k  
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H e l l o,

I  a m  i n t e res te d i n  p o i n t  n o  4 i n  M r  P os t i l l 's i n t r o d u c t o r y  e ma i l, o n  'd i g i t a l  m a t e r i a l i t y '. I  u n de rs t o o d  

t ha t sp i m es w e r e c o v e r e d as a t o p i c  a t t he D i g i t a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y  se m i n ar. I t 's a p i t y  I  c o u l d n ' t c o m e t o  

E A S A  be ca use w e  ha d  an o t he r e ve n t  t o  o r ga n i se i n  Se p t e m ber.

D u r i n g  t he L o n d o n  D es i g n  F es t i v a l  e ve n t  a t U C L  l as t F r i d a y, w e  ha d  t he Sa msu n g  G a l a x y  Ta b l e t, sa i d 

t o  be t he r i v a l  t o  i Pa d, p resen te d t o  t he p u b l i c  f o r  t he f i r s t t i m e  e ver. T h e  pe rs o n  p r esen t i n g  t he de v i ce, 

a f o r m e r  U C L  m e d i c a l  s t u de n t, de ve l o ps hea l t h ca re se r v i ces us i n g  3 G  m o b i l e p l a t f o r m  (ie 

sma r t p h o ne).

N o w  t h i s w as t ha t ha p pe ne d: be ca use o f  t he p o o r  3 G  c o n ne c t i v i t y, t he de v i ce f a i l e d  t o  l a u n c h  i n t o  a 

v i d e o  ca l l  t o  a d o c t o r  i n  D u b l i n. T h e  r o o m, f i l l e d  w i t h  d i g i t a l  c r ea t i v es an d de ve l o pe rs, w e n t  s i l e n t. 

T h e  de v i ce f a i l e d  t o  i g n i t e an y  e x c i t e m e n t, desp i t e t he spea ke r's c o n v i n c i n g  d i g i t a l  d i s p l a y  o f  t he 

sna z z y  t o u c hs c ree n, ap ps, pa t i e n t  re c o r ds an d  so o n.

H o w e v e r, t he m o m e n t  3 G  c o n ne c t i o n  w as f i n a l l y  m a d e an d  t he t o u c hs c r ee n l a u n c he d  i n t o  a v i d e o 

' w i n d o w ', t he au d i e n ce g o t  e x c i t e d an d res p o n de d  f a v o u r a b l y  b y  as k i n g  q ues t i o ns (th is i s t he v i d e o  - 

w h e n  t ha t t h i n g  f i n a l l y  w o r k s. I t  s ta r ts t he M S F  w e b  ed i t o r  ta l k i n g  a b i t  ab o u t  h i s w e b  e f f o r t s). h t t p://

w w w.so j o u r n p osse.c o m/?p=3207 

A t  an t h r o p o l o g y  l e c t u r es, w e  a re t o l d  h o w  t he p h y s i ca l  f o r m  o f  an ar t o pe r a tes as an age n t  t ha t a l l o w s  

us t o p res u p p ose a c o n ce p t  i n  o u r  m i n d. F o r  e xa m p l e, t he sta t ue o f  a g o d dess m a de o f  st o ne p u ts i d eas 

i n  so m e o ne’s hea d t ha t a) t he sta t ue i s a rea l  g o d dess, n o t  j us t a re p r esen ta t i o n; b) m a k es h i s b r a i n  

i m a g i ne t h i n gs l i k e  m y t hs an d so o n; an d  t h us, c) ge ts h i m  i n t o  gea r t o  d o  so me ac t i o n.

T h o u g h  I  a m  n o t  an e x pe r t  o n  A l f r e d  G e l l, I  sa w  (by b o r r o w i n g  h i s l e nses) t ha t w i t h  a m o b i l e de v i ce, 

t he ha r d w a re (or p h y s i ca l  f o r m) a l o ne i s n ’ t en o u g h  f o r  a pe rs o n  t o assu m e t he c o n ce p t  o r  i d ea o f  w h a t  

t he de v i ce sh o u l d  d o. I t ’s t he d i g i t a l  c o n ne c t i v i t y, so m e t h i n g  q u i t e ‘ i m m a te r i a l ’, t ha t c o u n ts. T h a t  

ra d i o f r e q ue n c y  c o n ne c t i v i t y  w h i c h  t he m o b i l e de v i ce o f f e rs i s ac t ua l l y  t he age n t  t ha t ge ts a pe rs o n  t o 

t h i n k : o h, I  ca n d o  f a ce-t o-f a ce i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s Sa ms u n g  ta b l e t. T h a t  c o n ne c t i v i t y  ge ts t he 

ha r d w a r e be ha v i n g  as i f  i t 's a ' l i v i n g  o b j e c t ', an d t h us, en c o u r a ges t he use r i n t o  ta k i n g  t he ap p r o p r i a te 

ac t i o n  w i t h  t he de v i c e.

M y  an t h r o p o l o g i c a l  k n o w l e d ge i s f a i r l y  l i m i t e d, ha v i n g  ar r i v e d  at (dig i t a l) an t h r o p o l o g y  re cen t l y. M y  

sc h o o l i n g  w a s l a r ge l y  p o l y t e c h n i c, I ' m  a f r a i d.

I  w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  ap p re c i a te i t  i f  an y o ne he re w h o  k n o w s  m o r e ab o u t  d i g i t a l  m a te r i a l i t y, sp i m es, 

so f t e r i a l s, r a p i d  p r o t o t y p i n g  et a l  t o  sha re w h a t  t he y  l ea r n, o r  resea r c h, o n  t hese ' l i v i n g  d i g i t a l  o b j e c ts'. 

M y  f e l l o w  d i g i t a l  c r a f t s m e n  w o u l d  ap p rec i a te ge t t i n g  use f u l  p o i n t s o f  re f e r e n ce t o i ns p i r e o u r  w o r k s.

A p a r t  f r o m  m a k i n g  o b j e c ts, w e  l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  m a k e  t he o b j e c ts 'a l i v e'. W e  de v i se d a G r ee k-spea k i n g  

c ha i r  a 3 D  i ns ta l l a t i o n  l as t y ear. V e r y  l o w-tec h. M y  c u ra t o r  an d  I  g o t  t he i dea t o d o  t h i s a f t e r  I  t o l d  h i m  
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ab o u t  t he l e c t u r e P r o f  M i l l e r  ga ve o n  ' f r a m es', an d  a f t e r  o u r  D i g i t a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y  t u t o r  m a de us read 

' Re me d i a t i o n '. W e  ca n m a k e o b j e c ts, b u t  w h a t  w e  need are i deas, so p l ease sha re t he m.

T h a n k  y o u.

Sa l i na M S c  D i g i t a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y

Paula Uimonen - pa u l a at ne t4 dev.se 
T h u  Se p 30 00:46:58 P D T  20 10

H e l l o, A s  o ne o f  t he p resen te rs at t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  w o r k s h o p  I  a m  de l i g h te d b y  t h i s f o l l o w  u p  

e-w o r k s h o p, an d I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t ha n k  Jo h n, P h i l i p, D a n i e l, H e a t he r an d o t h e rs f o r  t he i r  e f f o r t s i n  

o r g a n i z i n g  i t. T h e  r i c h ness o f  t he d i s c uss i o ns i s i n d i ca t i v e o f  a g r o w i n g  i n te res t i n  d i g i t a l  

an t h r o p o l o g y, a d i s c i p l i n a r y  o r i e n t a t i o n  t ha t I  f o r  o ne l i k e  t o  l i n k  t o  m e d i a an d v i s ua l  an t h r o p o l o g y  i n  

pa r t i c u l a r.

A s  f o r  t he d i s c uss i o ns so f a r, I  t o o  ha ve so me ca u t i o ns ab o u t  'd i g i t a l  m a te r i a l i t y '. A l t h o u g h  t he 

m a te r i a l i t y  o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a i s o f  g r ea t i n t e r es t, t he re i s a r i s k  t ha t i t  d i v e r ts o u r  f o c us a wa y  f r o m  o t he r  

eq ua l l y  i m p o r ta n t  d i m e ns i o ns. A s  Sa l i n a p o i n t e d o u t, 'co n ne c t i v i t y ' p l a ys a c r u c i a l  r o l e i n  pe o p l e's 

en ga ge me n t w i t h  d i g i t a l  m e d i a, an d i n  ad d i t i o n  t o  be i n g  q u i t e i m m a te r i a l  (we ca n see m o b i l e t o w e rs 

b u t  n o t  t he ac t ua l  ne t w o r k s t ha t enab l e da ta t ra ns f e r), i t  i s a ls o v e r y  't ra ns l o ca l ', w h i c h  i n  i tse l f  r a i ses 

a l l  k i n ds o f  e m p i r i c a l  an d ana l y t i c a l  c ha l l e n ges. R e l a te d t o  t h i s i s t he w h o l e  q ues t i o n  o f  ' me d i a t i o n '. 

E v e n  G e l l  w a s n o t  so i n te res te d i n  ar t o b j e c ts pe r  se, b u t  t he so c i a l  r e l a t i o ns t he y  m e d i a te, t h us 

b u i l d i n g  o n  M a u ss' t he o r i es o f  g i f t  e x c ha n ge, w h i c h  he c o ns i de r e d t o  be t he "e xe m p l a r y, p r o t o t y p i c a l, 

'an t h r o p o l o g i ca l ' t he o r y" (1998: 9). I f  an y t h i n g, G e l l  w a s heade d i n  t he d i r e c t i o n  o f  see i n g  a r t o b j e c ts 

as pe rs o ns, d i s t r i b u t e d i n  so c i a l  ne t w o r k s. A s  a so c i a l  an t h r o p o l o g i s t, I  te n d  t o f o c us o n  d i g i t a l l y  

m e d i a te d so c i a l  re l a t i o ns, an d w h i l e t he m a te r i a l i t y  o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a i s an i m p o r t a n t  d i m e ns i o n  i n  m y  

w o r k, m y  f o c us re m a i ns o n  t he pe o p l e w h o  en ga ge w i t h  m e d i a. I  a l w a ys t h o u g h t  N o k i a's "co n ne c t i n g  

pe o p l e" w a s t he m o s t  ap t  s l o ga n  t ha t t he m e d i a b us i n ess has p r o d u ce d  so f a r. I n  t ra c i n g  t he v a r i o us 

c o n ne c t i o ns pe o p l e m a k e  b y  w a y  o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a I  a m  o f  c o u rse i n t e r es te d i n  t he i r  p r a c t i ces, b u t  a ls o 

t he i r  pe r ce p t i o ns. A n d  t h i s i s y e t  an o t he r, ra t he r  i m m a te r i a l  d i m e ns i o n  o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a, na me l y  

'c u l t u r e', i n  t he sense o f  s ys te ms o r  f l o w s  o f  m ea n i n g, d i s t r i b u t e d i n  so c i a l  ne t w o r k s.

A s  f o r  t he ana l y t i c a l  c o n ce p t  'p o l y m e d i a', a l t h o u g h  w e  d i d n ' t rea l l y  d i s c uss t h i s at t he E A S A  

w o r k s h o p, i t  see ms t o ha ve a l o t  o f  p o t e n t i a l, an d I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m o r e res p o nses o n  t h i s l i s t, 

espec i a l l y  f r o m  o u r  m e d i a c o l l ea g ues. O n e  t h o u g h t  t ha t k ee ps na g g i n g  m e  i s t he r i s k  o f  f a l l i n g  p r e y  t o  

a l l  t he h y p e ab o u t  'c o v e r ge n ce' t ha t has bee n a r o u n d  f o r  q u i t e a w h i l e. M e d i a c o n v e r ge n ce i s a rea l i t y, 

b u t  t he h y pe a r o u n d  i t  dese r v es so me ca u t i o n, j us t l i k e  w e  sh o u l d  be ca u t i o us w i t h  t he h y pe ab o u t  t he 

soc i a l  m e d i a/we b 2.0 ' re v o l u t i o n '. I  w o u l d  a ls o l i k e t o  see t ha t a c o n ce p t  a i m e d  at ca p t u r i n g  t he v a r i e t y  

o f  p l a t f o r m s an d p r a c t i c es o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a ta k es n o n-d i g i t a l  m e d i a i n t o  ac c o u n t, s i n ce i n  c o u n t r i es 

l i k e  Ta n za n i a w h e re I  d o  m y  resea r c h  d i g i t a l  m e d i a i s j u s t a sma l l  p o r t i o n  o f  pe o p l e's m e d i a 

en ga ge me n ts, an d  an e ve n sma l l e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t he i r  so c i a l  en ga ge m e n ts, a l t h o u g h  t he i r  c u l t u r a l  

u n de rs ta n d i n gs an d e x pe c ta t i o ns o f  d i g i t a l  m e d i a a re ra t he r  ast o n i s h i n g.

L o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t he res t o f  t he e-se m i n ar.

Pa u l a

3 1
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H e l l o  e ve r y b o d y,

I n  t he y ea rs o f  t he h y pe r te x t  "h y pe", I  ha d o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ad d  a c r i t i ca l  b i t  t o  t he o v e r w h e l m i n g  

d i s c o u rse o f  t he da y  t ha t m y s t i f i e d  d i g i t a l  m e d i a. I n  m y  P h D  d i sse r t a t i o n  I  ar g ue d t ha t t he r e i s n o t  

m e r e l y  t he d i v i s i o n  be t w ee n m a te r i a l i t y  o f  a m e d i u m  an d t he c o n ce p t ua l i sa t i o n  t he r e o f. T h e re i s m o r e 

t o  i t, na me l y  a q u i t e d i v e rs i f i e d  l a y e r i n g  b o t h  o n  t he s i de o f  m a te r i a l i t y  an d  o f  c o n ce p t, ad de d b y  a 

t h i r d  b ra n c h, w h i c h  i s p r a c t i c e.

B y  de c o ns t r u c t i n g  w h a t  i s ge ne r a l l y  ca l l e d  a "me d i u m " i n  t h i s w a y, I  w a s ab l e t o  sh o w  t ha t t he re i s a 

se t o f  aspec ts o f  m e d i a usa ge w h i c h  i s q u i t e sta b l e, f o r  e xa m p l e t he bas i cs o f  c o g n i t i o n  c o n ce r ne d 

w i t h  m e d i a, an d  a bas i c set o f  usages, o r  "en ds" t o t he m e d i a, i f  y o u  p re f e r  t o  ca l l  t he m  t ha t w a y. (We 

sh o u l d  rea l l y  a v o i d  q ua r r e l i n g  ab o u t  te r m s an d c o n ce n t ra te o n  t he c o n ce p ts, a p o i n t  t ha t m e d i a 

sc h o l a r s te n d  t o i g n o r e m o r e o f t e n t ha n n o t)

O n e e xa m p l e: I n  essen ce, o u r  m i n d  m a k es sense o f  a b o o k  pa ge j us t as i t  d oes o f  a d i g i t a l  m o b i l e  

de v i ce sc reen. H o w e v e r, t he l a y e r i n g  o f  t he m a te r i a l i t y  o f  t he de v i ce i s m o r e c o m p l e x  t ha n t ha t o f  t he 

b o o k. T h e  de v i ce, e.g., m a k es use o f  d i f f e re n t  t o o l s f o r  sa v i n g, o r ga n i s i n g, an d p resen t i n g  c o n te n ts. 

T h i s i n c l u d es b o t h  ha r d w a re an d  so f t w a r e. B es i des, w h e t he r  so f t w a r e o r  w i r e l ess c o n ne c t i o n  are 

" i m m a te r i a l " i s o f f  t he p o i n t. T o  a p h y s i c i s t, b o t h  t he p l as t i c  o f  t he de v i c e's cas i n g  an d  t he e l e c t r o n i c  

p u l ses t ha t m a k e u p  t he so f t w a r e as w e l l  as t he w a v e l e n g t hs t ha t a re w i r e l ess c o m m u n i c a t i o n  A R E  

m a te r i a l. I  f o l l o w  t h i s p o i n t, ar g u i n g  t ha t a "me d i u m " ca n n o t  p oss i b l y  be i m m a te r i a l, o r  v i r t u a l. I t  

m u s t  e x i s t i n  spa ce-t i m e, t he r e f o r e i s ne ve r v i r t u a l.

N o w, o n  t he o t h e r en d o f  t he l a y e r i n g  i s t he c o n ce p t ua l i sa t i o n  o f  t he m e d i u m, i.e., " w ha t  ha p pe ns i n  

t he m i n d". I n  m y  u n de rs ta n d i n g, t h i s i s w h e re v i r t ua l i sa t i o n  ta k es p l a ce. S u r p r i s i n g l y  w e  f i n f  t ha t 

aspec ts o f  " v i r t ua l" ca n t he re f o r e be f o u n d  b o t h  i n  so-ca l l e d  ana l o g ue m e d i a suc h as "o r d i na r y" b o o k s, 

an d  i n  m o d e r n  d i g i t a l  de v i ces.

" C o n ne c t i v i t y " t h us i s an aspec t  o f  m e d i a w h i c h, o n  t he m a te r i a l  s i de, i s m e r e l y  o ne aspe c t o f  t he 

f u n c t i o na l i t y, j us t l i k e t he f a c t  t ha t a b o o k  sh o u l d  be b o u n d, o r  sh o w  c ha ra c te rs i n  seq ue n t i a l  o r der. 

A f t e r  a l l, a m o b i l e de v i ce w i t h o u t  c o n ne c t i v i t y  l oses i t s v e r y  m e d i a l  essen ce. A n  au d i e n ce n o t  

i n t r i g u e d b y  a ca n vas an d a pa l e t t e o f  o i l  c o l o u rs w i l l  p r o ba l y  f r ea k  o u t  at t he s i g h t  o f  t he M o n a  L i sa. 

I n  o t he r w o r ds: S c r een, b u t t o ns, p l as t i c  cas i n g, a l i t  sc reen, e t c., a re n o t  en o u g h  t o re p resen t  t he d i g i t a l  

de v i ce, as o n  t he f u n c t i o n  l a y e r  "co n ne c t i v i t y " m u s t  e x i s t B E C A U S E  t h i s l a y e r  f i n ds i t se l f  m i r r o r e d  

o n  a l a y e r  o f  c o n ce p t ua l i se d f u n c t i o n  i n  t he m i n d  o f  t he user.

W h y  n o w  i s p ra c t i c e so i m p o r ta n t? S h o u l d  n o t  t he m a t e r i a l i t y  an d i ts c o n ce p t ua l i sa t i o n  su f f i c e f o r  a 

de ce n t  m o d e l? W e l l, suc h an assu m p t i o n  w o u l d  p u t  t he m e d i u m  i n t o  an a p r i o r i  sta te: A  m e d i u m, 

ac c o r d i n g  t o  su c h  u n de rs ta n d i n g, i s A S  I S. H o w e v e r, as I  ha ve sh o w n  e lse w h e re, m e d i a p r a c t i c e 

eq ua ls i n d i v i d u a l  e x pe r i e n ce w i t h  m e d i a. I t  i s s i m p l y  i m p oss i b l e t o  c o n ce p t ua l i se a m e d i u m  be y o n d  

t he p o i n t  o f  d i r e c t o r  i n d i r e c t  e x pe r i e n ce t h r o u g h  p ra c t i c e (ind i r e c t e x pe r i e n ce o c c u rs t h r o u g h  

ed u ca t i o n  an d  l ea r n i n g, f o r  e xa m p l e. I  need n o t  ha ve w o r k e d  a w i r e l ess p h o ne i n  r de r t o  u n de rs ta n d 

w h a t  i t  d oes. I t  su f f i c es t ha t so m e b o d y  te l l s m e  ab o u t  i t).
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T h e  au d i e n ce t ha t w a s n o t  e x c i t e d ab o u t  he "dead" w i r e l ess de v i ce as re p o r te d b y  Sa l i na t he r e f o r e ha d 

a c l ea r  c o n ce p t ua l i sa t i o n  t h r o u g h  p r a c t i c e.

S o  m u c h  f o r  n o w,

bes t,

G u i d o

Christmas, Salina - sa l i na.c h r i s t m as.09 at u c l.ac.u k
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T h a n k  y o u, G u i d o, Pa u l a. I  a m  ta k i n g  d o w n  n o t es as I  a m  read i n g  t hese.

A n y b o d y  e lse w a n t  t o  sha re w h a t  t he y  o bse r v e o f  d i g i t a l  m a te r i a l i t y? A  v e r y  ne w(ish) t o p i c, t h i s, so 

w e  c o u l d  be rea d i n g  a ' w o r l d  f i r s t ' o f  o bse r v a t i o ns i n  t h i s e-w o r k s h o p.

Sa l i na

Mark Deuze - m d e u ze at i n d i a na.ed u  
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re: d i g i t a l  m a te r i a l i t y, i t  m a y  be he l p f u l  t o  re v i s i t  H e i d e g ge r's w o r k, esp. h i s d i s t i n c t i o n  be t w ee n 

rea d y-t o-ha n d  an d p r esen t-t o-ha n d  tec h n o l o g i es, as w e l l  as h i s c o n ce r ns ab o u t  b r i n g i n g  f o r t h  t he t r u t h  

t h r o u g h  tec h n o l o g y  (not b y  a w h o l esa l e re j e c t i o n  n o r  u n c r i t i ca l  e m b r a ce o f  i t) - see f o r  e xa m p l e h i s 

"O n  t he q ues t i o n  o f  tec h n o l o g y" (h t t p://w w w.en g l i s h. ha w a i i.e d u/cr i t i c a l i n k/he i de g ge r/i n de x. h t m l ). 

ge ne ra l l y  spea k i n g, t he w o r k s  o f  F r i e d r i c h  K i t t l e r  a re pe r ha ps t he m o s t  de l i b e ra te (and f a r-reac h i n g) 

at te m p ts t o  e x p l o r e a d i s t i n c t  m a t e r i a l i t y  o f  m e d i a - as i n  a l l  t ha t re m a i ns o f  pe o p l e i s w h a t  ca n be 

st o r e d i n  da ta bases. he spec i f i c a l l y  q ues t i o ns o u r  b l i n d ness t o  an o n t o l o g y  o f  m e d i a - an d  t ra ces t h i s 

b l i n d ness ba c k  t o  t he o r i g i n s o f  (weste r n) p h i l o s o p h y  (see f o r  e xa m p l e: 

h t t p://hy d r a.h u m a n i t i es.uc i.ed u/k i t t l e r/k i t t l e r t x t. h t m l ). 

t he j o u r n a l  C r i t i c i s m  ha d  a spe c i a l  i ss ue o n  m e d i a's m a te r i a l i t y  i n  2004, f ea t u r i n g  y e t  an o t he r at t e m p t  

t o  i n t r o d u ce a ne w  c o n ce p t  t o  c o ve r  t he c o m p l e x i t y  an d  ca p t u r e t he m a t e r i a l-i m m a te r i a l  b i n a r y  o f  

m e d i a/l i f e r e l a t i o ns h i p s: " ma te r i a m e d i a", c o i ne d b y  C a n n o n  S c h m i t t.

i m h o  t he m a t e r i a l i t y/i m m a te r i a l i t y  o f  m e d i a/soc i e t y  an d  h u m a n/mac h i n e re l a t i o ns h i p s i s a f a l se 

d i c h o t o m y  o bs c u r i n g  o u r  ana l y ses.

as N i c h o l as G a r n ha m  w a r ne d  us, w e  te n d  t o f e t i s h i ze m e d i a i n  o u r  sc h o l a r l y  w o r k  - w e  o f t e n ca n t  he l p  

i t. i  ca n t. b u t  w e  nee d t o f o r ce f u l l y  m o v e  be y o n d  su c h  te m p ta t i o ns - an d sh o u l d  n o t  w a i t  u n t i l  m e d i a 

b r ea k  d o w n  (i.e. c o n ne c t i o ns f a i l , so f t w a r e c ras hes) t o as k  q ues t i o ns o f  w h a t  i s t he m a t te r  w i t h  i t.
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I  ha ve l o ts o f  t h o u g h ts o n  d i g i t a l  m a t e r i a l i t y, b u t  nee d m o r e t i m e t o p u t  t he m  t o ge t her.

T h a t  sa i d, I  t h i n k  t he n o t i o n  o f  e m b o d i e d  e x pe r i e n ce i n  i n te ra c t i o n  w i t h  m e d i a t i n g  tec h n o l o g i es i s 

a l w a ys an i m p o r ta n t  a rea t o  t u r n  t o.

T h e  su b j e c t  o f  H e i d e g ge r  an d b r ea k d o w ns/read y  at ha n d, m a de m e  t h i n k  o f  t w o  e x ce l l e n t  b o o k s o n  A I  

t ha t r ea l l y  dese r v e m o r e c o ns i de ra t i o n  w i t h i n  m e d i a an t h r o  c i r c l es. T h e  f i r s t i s L u c y  S u c h m a n's 

H u m a n-M a c h i n e R e c o n f i g u r a t i o ns: P l a ns an d S i t ua te d A c t i o ns ( h t t p://w w w.a maz o n.c o m/H u m a n-

M a c h i n e-R e c o n f i g u r a t i o ns-C o g n i t i v e-C o m p u t a t i o n a l-Pe rs pe c t i v es/dp/052 167588 X ) w h i c h  d oes a 

v e r y  n i c e j o b  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t he p r o cess o f  c r ea t i n g  tec h n o l o g y  an d  t he i d e o l o g i es an d  assu m p t i o ns 

t ha t be c o m e enc o de d i n t o  t he e x pe r i e n ce (Dia na F o res y t h e's w o r k  o n  t h i s i s w o r t h  l o o k i n g  at as w e l l). 

T h e  o t he r b o o k  i s Te r r y  W i n o g r a d  an d Fe r n a n d o  F l o r es' sh o r t  b o o k  U n d e rs ta n d i n g  C o m p u t e rs an d  

C o g n i t i o n: A  N e w  F o u n da t i o n  f o r  D e s i g n  ( h t t p://w w w.a maz o n.c o m/U n de rs ta n d i n g-C o m p u t e rs-

C o g n i t i o n-F o u n da t i o n-D e s i g n/dp/020 1 1 1 2973), w h i c h  s ma r t l y  w o r k s  w i t h  H e i d e g ge r  t o  t h i n k  ab o u t 

t he l i m i t s o f  t he s i m u l a t i o n/rep l i c a t i o n  o f  c o g n i t i o n.

- M a t t

Professor G E M  Born - ge m b2 a t ca m.ac.u k  
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D ea r  l i s t / de ba te,

... O n  d i g i t a l  m a t e r i a l i t y  (fo l l o w i n g  o n  f r o m  M a t t he w 's c o m m e n t):

... an d  d o n' t f o r ge t  Pa u l  D o u r i s h's b o o k, W h e r e t he A c t i o n  I s (M I T  200 1), an i n f l u e n t i a l  a t te m p t  t o  

b r i n g  p he n o m e n o l o g i ca l  i deas an d n o t i o ns o f  e m b o d i m e n t  i n t o  t he H C I  de ba te; see a ls o D o u r i s h's 

st u f f  o n  u b i q u i t o us an d e m be d de d c o m p u t i n g  / m e d i a...

... an d  pe r ha ps m y  o w n  ea r l y  pa pe rs, based o n  an e t h n o g r a p h y  o f  so f t w a r e resea r c h  an d  de ve l o p m e n t, 

o n  t he m a t e r i a l i t y  o f  so f t w a r e:

1 9 96. '(I m)ma te r i a l i t y  an d soc i a l i t y : T h e  d y na m i cs o f  i n t e l l e c t ua l  p r o pe r t y  i n  a c o m p u t e r  so f t w a r e 

resea r c h c u l t u r e', S o c i a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y, v. 4, n. 2, p p. 1 0 1-1 1 6.

1 9 97. ' C o m p u t e r  so f t w a r e as a m e d i u m : Te x t u a l i t y, o r a l i t y  an d  so c i a l i t y  i n  an A r t i f i c i a l  I n t e l l i g e n ce 

resea r c h c u l t u r e', i n  M .  B a n k s an d H .  M o r p h y  (eds.) R e t h i n k i n g  V i s ua l  A n t h r o p o l o g y, p p. 1 39-1 69. 

N e w  H a v e n, C o n n.: Y a l e U n i v e rs i t y  P ress.

b es t,

G e o r g i e B o r n.
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-‘Digital materiality’ thread ends-

35



-‘Cyberanthropology’ thread-
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D ea r  L i s t,

A s  I  at t e n de d t he d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  w o r k s h o p  a t t he E A S A  c o n f e re n ce i n  M a y n o o t h, I  w as 

w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  e ve r ha p pe ne d t o c y be ra n t h r o p o l o g y  o r  t he an t h r o p o l o g y  o f  c y be r c u l t u r e? I n  1 9 94 

E s c o ba r pa i n t e d a v e r y  i n te res t i n g  an d v i v i d  p i c t u r e h o w  an t h r o p o l o g y  c o u l d  c o n t r i b u te t o  t he 

u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  ne w  tec h n o l o g i es as so c i e t y 's t ra ns f o r m i n g  d r i v i n g  f o r ces. H i s  c o n ce p t  o f  

c y be r c u l t u r e i n te g r a tes n o t  o n l y  tec h n o- b u t  a ls o b i o-so c i a l i t i es, su c h  as ge ne t i c  en g i nee r i n g, an d  t he i r  

soc i o-c u l t u r a l  c o ns t r u c t i o n. O b v i o us l y  i n s p i r e d b y  sc i e n ce an d  tec h n o l o g y  st u d i es, he i s o pe n i n g  he re 

a b r o a d  a rea o f  et h n o g r a p h i c  resea r c h, s i m i l a r  t o  w h a t  R a b i n o w  an d M a r c us (2008) te r m e d  "an 

an t h r o p o l o g y  o f  t he c o n te m p o r a r y".

I s d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  n o w  o n l y  na r r o w i n g  t he f o c us o r  d oes i t  l ea ve o u t  p oss i b l e o v e r l a p p i n g  f i e l ds 

an d  q ues t i o ns?

B u d k a, P h i l i p p, K r e m ser, M a n f r e d. 2004. C y b e r A n t h r o p o l o g y : A n t h r o p o l o g y  o f  C y b e r C u l t u r e. I n: 

K h i t t e l, S te f a n, P l a n k e ns te i ne r, B a r ba ra, S i x-H o h e n ba l k e n, M a r i a  (eds.): C o n t e m p o r a r y  i ss ues i n  
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A m  05. 10.20 10 u m  1 1 :52 sch r i e b P h i l i p p  B u d k a: 

> As I attended the digital anthropology workshop at the EASA conference in Maynooth, I was 
wondering what ever happened to  cyberanthropology or the anthropology of cyberculture? In 1994 
Escobar painted a very interesting and vivid picture how anthropology could contribute to the 
understanding of new technologies as society's transforming driving forces. His concept of 
cyberculture integrates not only techno- but also bio- socialities, such as genetic engineering, and 
their socio-cultural construction. Obviously inspired by science and technology studies, he is opening 
here a broad area of ethnographic research, similar to what Rabinow and Marcus (2008) termed "an 
anthropology of the contemporary".   

Is digital anthropology now only narrowing the focus or does it leave out possible overlapping fields 
and questions?

W e l l  sa i d, P h i l i p p. T o  e m p has i ze t he p o i n t, he r e i s t he E n g l i s h  v e rs i o n  o f  t he w o r k s h o p  p r o p osa l  I  sen t  

t o  t he D G V  f o r  t he 20 1 1  c o n f e r e n ce i n  V i e n na:
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C y b e r c u l t u r e D u r i n g  t he ea r l y  1 9 60s 'c y be r c u l t u r e' w a s c rea te d as a p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t i n g  w o r d —

su p p o r te d b y  f ea r o f  t he so c i a l  c o nseq ue n ces o f  t he p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  c o m p l e x  te c h n o l o g y, w h i c h  

ac ce l e ra te d s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s i n ce t he p os t w a r  pe r i o d. ' C y be r c u l t u r e' t he n m ea n t t he ' l i f es t y l e' o f  a soc i e t y  

a f f e c te d b y  c y be r n e t i cs, t he sc i e n ce o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  an d c o n t r o l  i n  s ys te ms o f  w h a t e v e r  

p r o v e na n ce. T h e  te r m i n us p r o o f e d  t o  be ep he m e ra l  an d w as f o r g o t t e n d u r i n g  t he 1 9 70s, t o ge t he r  w i t h  

c y be r ne t i cs i t se l f. U n d e r  t he i m p ress i o n  o f  m o d e r n  te c h n o l o g y 's i n f l u e n ce o n  a l l  as pec ts o f  l i f e 

ga i n i n g  e ve r  m o r e w e i g h t  o n  a g l o ba l  sca l e, an t h r o p o l o g i s t A r t u r o  E s c o ba r i n  1 9 94 s ke t c he d a ne w  

c o n ce p t  o f  'c y be r c u l t u r e' an d i n v i t e d o u r  w h o l e  p r o f ess i o n  t o  be l a b o u r  t he f i e l d. B u t  so c i a l  an d 

c u l t u r a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  t o  a ce r ta i n  de g ree ne g l e c te d 'c y be r c u l t u r e,' j u s t as t he c o n ce p t  o f  'cu l t u r e.' 

I n s tea d a m u l t i t u de o f  au t h o rs, a m o n g  t he m  so p r o m i n e n t  o nes l i k e P i e r r e L é v y, c o m i n g  f r o m  a w i d e  

ra n ge o f  aca de m i c  d i s c i p l i n es, ap p r o p r i a te d t he te r m  'c y be r c u l t u r e.' T h e r e b y  i t  su f f e r e d a b i t  o f  an 

i n f l a t i o n, be ca me a b u z z w o r d. B u t  m o r e t ha n e ve r an an t h r o p o l o g i c a l  pe rs pec t i v e ap pea rs p r o m i s i n g, 

w h i c h  has as i t s ce n t r a l  f o c us t he i n t e r r e l a t i o ns h i p s be t w ee n  h u m a ns an d  c o m p l e x  tec h n o l o g y. T h i s i s 

be ca use t he m a n i f o l d  m a n i f es ta t i o ns o f  d i g i t a l  e l e c t r o n i cs an d sta te-o f-t he-a r t te c h n o l o g y  i n  ge ne ra l  

de c i s i v e l y  c o-de f i n e o u r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r l d. A r o u n d  t he g l o be t hese tec h n o l o g i es ha ve be c o m e  

pa ra m e te rs o f  h u m a n  e x i s te n ce, ha ve be c o m e  aspe c ts o f  t he i deas an d  des i g ns o f  h o w  t o c o pe w i t h  

t h i s e x i s te n ce, an d e ve n  o f  t he i d ea o f  h u m a n  i t se l f. A  l o t  o f  w h i c h  st i l l  h as bee n S c i e n ce F i c t i o n  n o t  

t o o  l o n g  ag o  has be c o m e  L e be ns w i r k l i c h k e i t: I n d i v i d u a l s w h o  ne ve r m ee t f a ce-t o-f a ce n o t  o n l y  

c o l l a b o r a te, b u t  a re f o r m i n g  f r i e n ds h i p s l as t i n g  a l i f e t i m e —  i n te rac t i n g  v i a a p l e t h o r a o f  I n t e r ne t 

se r v i c es t he y  c r ea te ne w  f o r m s o f  c o m m u n i t y  an d so c i e t y. A t  t he p o l a r  c i r c l e I n u i t  p r e c i se l y  f i n d  t he i r  

w a y s t h r o u g h  n i g h t  an d  i ce b y  ba l a n c i n g  sate l l i t e-da ta w i t h  pa t t e r ns o f  sn o w d r i f t. I n  su bsaha r a n A f r i c a 

nea r l y  n o b o d y  has a f i x e d  l i n e ne t w o r k  c o n ne c t i o n, b u t  a l o t  o f  pe o p l e p ossess m o r e t ha n o ne 

ce l l p h o ne. A  S o u t h-A f r i c a n  w i t h  l e gs o f  ca r b o n-f i b r e r u ns t he 400 m e t r es so f as t t ha t he q ua l i f i es f o r  

t he O l y m p i c s. I n  Japan e l de r l y  pe o p l e d o  n o  m o r e w a n t  t o  m i ss t he p r esen ce o f  an d r o i ds an d i n  t he 

N ea r  E as t r o b o t s sea r c h  suspe c ts f o r  e x p l os i v es. S i n c e ab o u t  a de ca de t he n u m be r  o f  an t h r o p o l o g i ca l  

st u d i es be l a b o u r i n g  su c h  t o p i cs i s i n c r eas i n g, g i v i n g  a m p l e tes t i m o n y  o f  t he f a c t, t ha t o u r  d i s c i p l i n e 

s i n ce l o n g  has ar r i v e d  i n  t he he re an d n o w, an d  t ha t i t  m a y  w e l l  be m o r e re l e v a n t  t ha n e ver. D e c i d e d l y  

f o c ussed o n  t he p r esen ce, pe rs pe c t i v es w h i c h  ca n be su bs u m e d  u n de r  'c y b e r c u l t u r e' p r o m i se t o 

ge ne ra te k n o w l e d ge an d  u n de rs ta n d i n g  i n  an an t h r o p o l o g i ca l  sense. I t  i s t hese pe rs pec t i v es t o  w h i c h  

t he w o r k s h o p  i s de d i ca te d. 

B es t,

--a le x

Jonathan Marshall - Jo na t ha n. M a rs ha l l  a t u ts.ed u.a u 
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M y  o b j e c t i o ns t o  t he te r m s 'c y be ra n t h r o p o l o g y ' an d  'c y b o r g  an t h r o p o l o g y ' w e r e p re t t y  m a r k e d  w h e n  i  

sta r t e d d o i n g  f i e l d w o r k  i n  t he m i d  90s, be ca use t he ge ne ra l  t re n d  o f  ana l y s i s, sp u r r e d o n  b y  t hese 

te r m s, w a s t o w r i t e ab o u t  t he n o t-y e t, t he w h a t  c o u l d  ha p pe n, t he c o m p l e te l y  sc i e n ce-f i c t i o n a l  as i f  i t 

w as 't he rea l ' a t t h i s m o m e n t.

Pe o p l e w o u l d  ta l k  ab o u t  sea m l ess v i r t ua l  r ea l i t y  an d t he i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  te l l  v i r t u a l  l i f e f r o m  'rea l ' l i f e  - 

rea l l y  o n  t he c o n ne c t i o ns w e  ha d  i n  t he 90s, t he st u t te r i n g  g ra p h i cs, t he l a g, t he sen te n ces b r o k e n  i n  

t he m i d d l e, t he d r o p  o u ts..... Pe o p l e w e r e e x c i t e d ab o u t  us be i n g  c y b o r gs (and pe r pe t ua l l y  q u o t i n g  

S c h w a r t n e g ge r 's te r m i n a t o r, w h o  w as a r o b o t  t o  sta r t w i t h!) - aga i n  rea l l y? n o  o ne w a s p l u g ge d i n  as 
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f a r  as i  c o u l d  te l l  an d  t he y  st i l l  a r n' t, an d a l m os t n o b o d y  w a s pa r t  r o b o t. A l t h o u g h  N e u r o m a n ce r w as 

p r o ba b l y  t he m o s t  q u o t e d te x t  o f  t he de ca de (perhaps o n l y  c ha l l e n ge d b y  D i b b l e 's ra pe i n  c y be rs pace), 

n o  o ne i  k n o w  w as ha v i n g  f u l l  senso r y  re p l a ce m e n t  o r  m o v i n g  ab o u t  b y  t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  i t, o r  ha c k i n g  

i n  q u i t e t he sa me w a y  as c ha ra c te rs i n  t he sp ra w l, o r  ha v i n g  t he sa me k i n ds o f  su r ge r y  (and he l l  m o s t  

o f  t he m  w e r e m i d d l e c l ass n o t  st ree t k i d s t o  sta r t w i t h). Pe o p l e w e r e d r ea m i n g  t he y  c o u l d  be an y o ne, 

o n l i n e, an d  ha ve an y  e x pe r i e n ce t he y  w i s he d, w h i l e  ta k i n g  t he i r  c u l t u r e an d  e x pe c ta t i o ns an d c l i c h es 

w i t h  t he m.

T h e  sad t h i n g  w a s a l l  t h i s f a n t as y  w as l a r ge l y  n o t  be n g  ana l y sed as m y t h  o r  f a n tasy, o r  be i n g  used t o 

sh o w  t ha t tec h n o l o g y  i s n o t  ' ra t i o n a l ' b u t  re v e r be r a tes deep i n  o u r  so c i a l-ps y c hes, an d  pe r ha ps shapes 

w h a t  w e  des i re, o r  w h a te v er. A n a l y s ts w e r e be i n g  d i s t r a c te d b y  i t  f r o m  ana l y s i n g  w h a t  w as ac t ua l l y  

ha p pe n i n g  o n l i n e, t he i n t r i c a te so c i a l  a r ra n ge me n ts an d  c o n v e n t i o ns w h i c h  g r e w  u p  t o dea l  w i t h, 

p r e c i se l y, t he f a i l u r es o f  sea m l ess i n te g r a t i o n, t he d i f f i c u l t i es o f  i n te g r a t i n g  o n  an d  o f f l i n e, t he w a y  

pe o p l e c he c k e d  u p  o n  eac h o t he r i n  t he i r  sea r c h f o r  au t he n t i c i t y  (rat he r  t ha n t he f r ee p l a y  o f  i de n t i t y), 

t he c o n ve n t i o ns ar o u n d  au t he n t i c i t y, h o w  t he y  t r a de d an d e x c ha n ge d, an d  ga i ne d  sta t us an d use d t ha t 

an d  t he i r  c o n t ac ts o f f l i n e e t c et c. W h e n  i t  c o m es t o c y b o r gas m, m o s t  pe o p l e n o w  are c y b o r gs i n  t r i v i a l  

w a y s (ie t o o l  use rs), ce r ta i n l y  n o t  i n  w a y s res o na n t  w i t h  t he m e ta p h o r, w h i c h  m i s l ea ds.

S o  f o r  m e  t he te r m s re f l e c te d a t o ta l  dea d en d  - w h o  k n o w s  n o w  m a y  be d i f f e r e n t, b u t  i  suspe c t n o t.

j o n

LYON S.M . - s. m. l y o n  at d u r h a m.ac.u k  
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E x ce l l e n t  p os t! I ' m  n o t  su r e w h e t he r o r  n o t  I  en t i r e l y  ag ree w i t h  Jo n, b u t  I  en j o y e d  t he d i r e c t  w a y  he 

re m i n ds us t ha t h y pe r b o l e i s o f t e n l u r k i n g  so m e w he re i n  t he w r i t i n gs o n  tec h n o l o g y  an d i n  t he 1 9 90s I  

w o u l d  ha ve t h o u g h t  t h i s w as pa r t i c u l a r l y  so. B u t  I ' m  ac t ua l l y  m o r e i n te res te d i n  t he q ues t i o n  he p oses 

at t he en d. H a v e  t h i n gs c ha n ge d a l l  t ha t m u c h  n o w? B r i t i s h  te l e v i s i o n  o c cas i o n a l l y  l i k es t o  b r oa d cas t 

t he m o s t  b i za r r e spec i m e ns o f  h u m a n  be ha v i o u r  (of te n f r o m  t he U S), an d n o t  t o o  l o n g  ba c k  I  sa w  

so m e ra t he r  c r eep y  sh o w  ab o u t  pe o p l e w h o  be c o m e  so i m m e rsed i n  Sec o n d L i f e  t ha t t he res t o f  t he i r  

l i v es su f f e r  r a t he r  r e m a r k a b l y. I  t h i n k  a hea l t h y  d ose o f  s ke p t i c i s m  ab o u t  t he ed i t i n g  p r o cesses i n  t hese 

sh o w s  i s p r o ba b l y  ca l l e d  f o r, b u t  pe o p l e d o  see m  t o be a t h o m e  i n  ada p t i n g  I C T  t o p l a y  a ce n t ra l  r o l e 

i n  pa r t  o f  t he i r  soc i a l  w o r l d s. A r e  pe o p l e p l u g ge d  i n? I  g uess t h i s de pe n ds o n  w h e t h e r 'p l u g ge d  i n ' 

re q u i r es a M a t r i x  l i k e, o r  R e d  D w a r f  l i k e t o ta l  V R  w h i c h  t he use rs ca n' t te l l  f r o m  a l t e r na t i v e  set t i n gs. 

I  used t o teac h a m o d u l e ca l l e d  C y b e r A n t h r o p o l o g y  b u t  d i d n ' t i n te n d  t o m a k e  su c h  st r o n g  sta te m e n ts 

b y  t he use o f  t he te r m. I  d i d  i t  f a r  m o r e c y n i ca l l y  i n  t he h o pes t ha t st u de n ts w o u l d  f i n d  i t  i n t e r es t i n g  

an d  s i g n  u p. B u t  i f  I  w e r e t o  re v i v e  t he m o d u l e, I  ca n' t he l p  b u t  f ee l  t ha t t he w o u l d  be c o ns i de r a b l y  

m o r e j us t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he te r m  n o w  t ha n 5 o r  1 9  y ea rs ag o. 

O r  a m  I  su c c u m b i n g  t o  t he m e d i a ba r r a ge w h i c h  k ee ps te l l i n g  m e  t h i s i s t he case?!?

S te v e

Philipp Budka  - p h. b u d k a at p h i l b u. ne t 
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D ea r  E l i se n da, S te v e, Jo n, A l e x  an d M a t t,

T h a n k  y o u  a l l  f o r  y o u r  c o m m e n ts. T h e  an t h r o p o l o g y  o f  c y be r c u l t u r e, f o r  E s c o ba r - bes i des c y b o r g-

an t h r o p o l o g y  an d  " v i r t ua l  w o r l d  tec h n o l o g i es" st u d i es - o ne o f  t h r ee p oss i b l e p r o j e c ts i n  re l a t i o n  t o  

ne w  tec h n o l o g i es, o f  c o u rse w a s k i n d  o f  ta k i n g  a l o o k  i n  t he f u t u r e. B y  i de n t i f y i n g  p oss i b l e a reas o f  

et h n o g r a p h i c  resea r c h he de ve l o pe d q u i t e a use f u l  se t o f  q ues t i o ns an d  d o m a i ns o f  i n q u i r y. W i t h  

K r e m se r (2004), I  w as ta k i n g  a l o o k  a t t hese areas o f  r esea r c h  f r o m  an A u s t r i a n  pe rs pec t i v e 1 0  y ea rs 

l a ter. W e  f o u n d  t ha t t he r e w e r e a c o u p l e o f  p r o j e c ts ac t ua l l y  f o l l o w i n g  t hese q ues t i o ns, m a y  t he y  be o n  

t he p o l i t i c a l  ec o n o m y  o f  I C Ts, t he l i f e  o f  o n l i ne soc i a l  g r o u ps o r  c o m m u n i t i es o r  so f t w a r e p r o d u c t i o n  

an d  sha r i n g  p r a c t i c es. S o  w h a t  ac t ua l l y  ca n d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  c o n t r i b u te t o  t h i s a l r ea d y  e x i s t i n g  

b o d y  o f  r esea r c h? D o  w e  nee d a ne w  - be t te r  f i t t i n g, l ess sc i f i  - te r m  t o desc r i be an d u n de rs ta n d  w h a t  

i s g o i n g  o n  w i t h  d i g i t a l  m e d i a tec h n o l o g i es? Pe rs o na l l y, I  a m  s y m pa t h i s i n g  a b i t  w i t h  E l i se n da w h o  

p r e f e r s ta l k i n g  ab o u t  " med i a (tech n o l o g y) an t h r o p o l o g y ", w h e n  i t  c o m es t o t he so c i o-c u l t u r a l  

re l e v a n ce o f  m e d i a tec h n o l o g i es.

T h a n k s an d  a l l  t he bes t,

P h i l i p p

Paula Uimonen - pa u l a at ne t4 dev.se 
W e d  O c t  6 02:05: 10 P D T  20 10

O n ce u p o n  a t i m e  i  r e f e r r e d t o  m y  w o r k  i n  te r m s o f  'c y b e ra n t h r o p o l o g y ', p r i m a r i l y  be ca use a t t he t i m e 

(mi d- t o l a te 1 9 90s), 'c y be rs pace' w as a c o m m o n  te r m  f l o a t i n g  ar o u n d  i n  aca de m i c  as w e l l  as p u b l i c  

d i s c o u rses ab o u t  t he I n t e r ne t, w h i c h  w a s t he t o p i c  o f  m y  resea r c h  (more p r e c i se l y  t he so c i a l  d y n a m i cs 

o f  I n t e r ne t de ve l o p m e n t  i n  de ve l o p i n g  c o u n t r i es, i n c l u d i n g  a c r i t i ca l  ana l y s i s o f  t he u t o p i a n  v i s i o ns 

su r r o u n d i n g  tec h n o l o g i c a l  de ve l o p m e n t  i n  ge ne ra l). T h ese da ys I  re f e r  t o  m y  w o r k  i n  te r m s o f  'd i g i t a l  

an t h r o p o l o g y ', pa r t l y  be ca use 'c y be rs pa ce' has g o ne o u t  o f  f as h i o n, b u t  m o s t l y  be ca use I  l i k e  t o 

b r oa de n m y  gaze t o i n c l u d e o t he r d i g i t a l  m e d i a tec h n o l o g i es. T h e  te r m  a ls o see ms t o at t r a c t  s t u de n ts, 

i f  t he re c o r d  n u m be r  o f  pa r t i c i p a n t s i n  t he M A  c o u rse i n  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  t ha t I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  

teac h i n g  i s an y t h i n g  t o  g o  b y.

W h i l e  I  ag r ee t ha t m o s t  m e d i a t hese da ys a re d i g i t a l, so o ne c o u l d  su bs u m e d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  u n de r  

m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y, I  a m  a ls o st r u g g l i n g  w i t h  so me d i f f e re n ces. A s  i n d i ca te d b y  t he d i s c uss i o n  o ve r  

t he l as t f e w  da ys, so me o f  t he w o r k  o ne c o u l d  c l ass i f y  u n de r  d i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y  d ra w s o n  sc i e n ce 

an d  tec h n o l o g y  ra t he r  t ha n m e d i a st u d i es, K e l t y 's (2008) "T w o  B i t s" be i n g  o ne e xa m p l e. M e d i a  an d 

te c h n o l o g y  a re o f  c o u rse i n t e r re l a te d, t h us 'me d i a te c h n o l o g i es', b u t  t he y  d r a w  o n  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t 

sc h o l a r l y  t ra d i t i o ns.

T h u s I  c o n t i n ue t o  use 'd i g i t a l  an t h r o p o l o g y ' as a l a be l  f o r  t he an t h r o p o l o g y  o f  t he d i g i t a l, w i t h  an 

u n de rs ta n d i n g  t ha t i t  ca n i n c l u d e st u d i es o f  tec h n o l o g i ca l  de ve l o p m e n t  as w e l l  as m e d i a en ga ge m e n t, 

an d  a l o t  o f  o t he r so c i a l  an d  c u l t u r a l  p he n o m e na o ne ca n re l a te t o  t h i n gs d i g i t a l. I n  m y  resea r c h I  pa y  

at t e n t i o n  t o  e ve r y t h i n g  f r o m  c o m p u t e rs t o  ca me ras, b u t  I  te n d  t o f o c us o n  I n t e r ne t an d m o b i l e p h o nes, 

w h i c h  i s a ls o w h a t  m y  c o u rse z o o m s i n  o n.

39



Sarah Pink - S.P i n k  a t l b o r o.ac.u k  
W e d  O c t  6 02:23:23 P D T  20 10

W h i l e  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s d i s c uss i o n  o n  te r m i n o l o g y  f o r  t o o  l o n g  ... I  t h i n k  t he r e i s an 

i m p o r ta n t  p o i n t  t o  k ee p  i n  m i n d. T h e  d i f f e re n t  te r m s t ha t w e  use - c y be r, v i r t u a l, d i g i t a l, e t c are a ls o 

a l l  a t ta c he d  t o pa r t i c u l a r  t he o re t i ca l  t ra d i t i o ns i n  e x i s t i n g  l i t e ra t u r es. T h e  usage o f  eac h te r m  t he r e f o r e 

has a pa r t i c u l a r  i n te l l e c t ua l  t ra j e c t o r y  an d  t h i s i s c o n ne c te d t o  o u r  res pec t i v e f a v o u r i n g  o f  o r  

o b j e c t i o ns t o  t hese te r m s. T h e  m o s t  o b v i o us e xa m p l e i s t he 'c y be r ' i ssue. T h i s te r m  be ca me p o p u l a r  i n  

t he 1 9 90s as pa r t o f  a p os t m o d e r n  l i t e ra t u re i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s asso c i a te d w i t h  a l l  so r ts o f  f a n t as i es su c h  

as c y b o r gs, d i se m b o d i e d  e x pe r i e n ces o n-l i n e, f r a c t u r e d i d e n t i t i es w i t h  n o  sta b l e na r r a t i v es e t c et c. 

S i n ce t he n m u c h  o f  t ha t t he o r e t i c a l  t h r u s t has been de pa r te d f r o m, an d  t he te r m  c y be ra n t h r o p o l o g y  

(even t h o u g h  i n  t he 1 9 90s so m e an t h r o p o l o g i s ts m i g h t  w e l l  ha ve bee n c r i t i c a l  o f  so m e sch o l a rs h i p  i n  

t ha t a rea f r o m  o t he r d i s c i p l i n es) f o r  m e  w i l l  a l w a y s be asso c i a te d w i t h  t ha t h i s t o r i c a l-t he o r e t i c a l  t u r n. 

P oss i b l y  t he o r e t i c a l  t re n ds are be c o m i n g  asso c i a te d w i t h  'd i g i t a l ' n o w  - d i g i t a l  c o n v e r ge n ce, d i g i t a l  

v e rs us ana l o g ue e t c, a l l  sta r t t o  c o m e t o m i n d. W i l l  w e  a t so me p o i n t  so o n  ge t t o  a m o m e n t  w h e r e 

d i g i t a l  be c o m es a te r m  t ha t i s n o  l o n g  desc r i p t i v e g i v e n  t ha t so m a n y  e ve r y d a y  p ra c t i c es a l r ea d y  

i n v o l v e d i g i t a l  m e d i a - b u t  t ha t i n s tea d sta r ts be i n g  a te r m  t ha t re m i n ds us o f  a pa r t i c u l a r  sta ge i n  

t he o r e t i c a l  de ve l o p m e n ts w h e re b y  t he d i g i t a l  w a s i m p l i c a te d i n  ne w  w a y s o f  t he o r i s i n g  p r a c t i c e an d 

e x pe r i e n ce? 

W h a t  I  a m  t r y i n g  t o  say, an d I  h o pe i s c o m i n g  ac r oss, i s t ha t c y be r, d i g i t a l, v i r t ua l  a re n o t  s i m p l y  

desc r i p t i v e  te r m s f o r  e x pe r i e n ce d/em p i r i c a l/v i r t ua l  rea l i t i es, b u t  r a t he r  t he y  ha ve c o n n o t a t i o ns be y o n d  

t ha t, an d  t hese are i n  pa r t  asso c i a te d w i t h  t he t he o r e t i c a l  an d  su bs ta n t i v e sc h o l a r s h i p  t ha t t he y  ha ve 

e me r ge d  i n  re l a t i o n  t o: t he y  a re pa r t o f  a h i s t o r y  o f  i deas as m u c h  as pa r t o f  a h i s t o r y  o f  m e d i a

Sa ra h
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Y ea h! P h i l i p p  I  w as w o n de r i n g  ab o u t  t he sa me q ues t i o ns....

I  t h i n k  t ha t o ne p r o b l e m  w i t h  t he te r m  "c y be ra n t h r o p o l o g y" i s t ha t i t  w a s v e r y  "p o p u l a r" w h e n  

sc h o l a r s t he o r i z e d ab o u t  "c y be r c u l t u r e" as a ne w  re v o l u t i o n a r y  c u l t u r e o r  as a ne w  c u l t u r a l  m o d e l, 

so m e t i m es i n  e v o l u t i o na r y  te r m s (see f.e. P i e r re L e v y  o r  c r i t i c s t o  t ha t m o d e l  l i k e  D a v i d  H a k k e n). I n  

t h ose da ys "c y be r c u l t u r e" o r  "tec h n o c u l t u r e" e m b ra ces t he d i g i t a l  an d t he b i o.

A t  t he sa me t i m e, " C y be r c u l t u r e" w a s l i m i t e d t o  t he st u d i es o f  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  i n  " C y b e rs pace" (see f.e. 

t he d i v i s i o n  be t w ee n C u l t u r es o f  I n t e r ne t an d  I n t e r ne t as a C u l t u r a l  a r te f a c t, p r o p osed b y  C h r i s t i n e 

H i n e). S o, w h e n  t he te r m  "c y be rs pa ce" w a s q ues t i o n e d, an d t he n o t i o n  o f  v i r t u a l  c o m m u n i t i es be ca m e 

"o l d  f as h i o n", t ha t m ea ns, w h e n  o n l i ne e t h n o g r a p h y  w as p u t  i n t o  q ues t i o n  (as a de r i v a t i v e  rea d i n g  

f r o m  M i l l e r  an d  S l a te r 's b o o k), t he n... c o n ne c t i v e  e t h n o g r a p h y  p r o p osa l s e me r ge d an d  c y be r c u l t u r e 

ap p r o a c hes w e n t  d o w n  (excep t pe r ha ps w i t h  t he re v i v a l  o f  B o e l l s t o r f f ' s C o m m i n g  o f  age i n  Sec o n d  

L i f e).
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N o w... I  t h i n k, w e  are ta l k i n g  ab o u t  D i g i t a l  C u l t u r e as a w a y  t o de l i m i t  a f i e l d  o f  s t u d y  re l a te d t o  t he 

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s an d p ra c t i c es w i t h  an d ac r oss d i g i t a l  m e d i a... b u t  t he re i s st i l l  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  t he te r m  

"d i g i t a l " an d "med i a", be ca use a l l  m e d i a are t o da y  "d i g i t a l " an d  t he r e are d i g i t a l  o b j e c ts t ha t w h e re 

n o t  c o ns i de r e d as m e d i a, b u t  ca n ac t as m e d i a.

I n  t ha t m ess, I  p r e f e r  t o  ta l k  ab o u t  " M e d i a A n t h r o p o l o g y" i ns tea d o f  " D i g i t a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y" o r  

"C y be ra n t h r o p o l o g y ". A s  I  p u t  t he e m p has is i n  " me d i a", I  ta ke f o r  g r a n t e d o r  I  ta k e f o r  i n c l u d e d  t he 

"d i g i t a l ". S o, f r o m  m y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w, t he "d i g i t a l " i s i n c l u d e d i n  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y. I  T h i n k  t ha t 

"c y be ra n t h r o p o l o g y" i s m u c h  m o r e c o m p l e x  an d  w i d e r  as i t  i n c l u d es, as y o u  sa i d, b i o t e c h n o l o g i es. 

A n o t h e r q ues t i o n  i s d i g i t a l  m a te r i a l  c u l t u r e... o f  c o u rse!

B u t  I  a m  n o t  t o o  su re, i n  f a c t, t hese a re m y  sha re d d o u b ts....

E l i se n da
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H i  a l l  -

I  ha ve bee n a l i s t m e m be r  f o r  so m e t i m e, an d  ha ve en j o y e d  rea d i n g  t he e x c ha n ges he re - espe c i a l l y  

a r o u n d  t he t h o u g h t f u l  an d w e l l-s t r u c t u r e d se m i n a rs A  q u i c k  i n t r o d u c t i o n  be f o r e m y  re p l y  - I  a m  an 

an t h r o p o l o g i s t w i t h  a f o c us o n  w o r k p l a ce set t i n gs an d  w o r k  p ra c t i c es. A l t h o u g h  m y  f o c us has n o t  

been o n  m e d i a, I  ha ve st u d i e d v i s ua l  m e d i a an d v i s ua l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n  m y  d o c t o r a l  w o r k  an d  ha ve 

f o u n d  i t  q u i t e r e l e v a n t  f o r  m y  o n g o i n g  resea r c h an d  ana l y s i s. Y o u  ca n l ea r n  m o r e ab o u t  m e  at 

h t t p://w w w. na ta l i e ha ns o n.c o m  o r  h t t p://nata l i e ha nso n. w o r d p r ess.c o m .

F u n n y  en o u g h, t h i s t o p i c  a ls o ca m e u p  o n  a l i s t t ha t I  m a na ge ca l l e d  an t h r o des i g n  

(h t t p://w w w.an t h r o des i g n.c o m ), w h i c h  e x p l o r es t he use o f  et h n o g r a p h i c  m e t h o ds (lar ge l y  i n) t he 

b us i n ess c o n t e x t. I  a m  so r r y  f o r  t he b r i e f  re p l y  he r e, b u t  I  w a n t e d  t o  o f f e r  so m e t h i n g  q u i c k l y  w h i l e t he 

d i s c uss i o n  i s st i l l  ac t i v e ...

I  w o u l d  ag ree w i t h  t he i n t i m a t i o n  be l o w  t ha t c y be r c u l t u r e has be c o m e su c h  a p o p u l a r  te r m  t ha t i t  

d oesn' t ha ve a c l ea r  m ea n i n g  o r  b o u n da r y  an y  m o r e (at l eas t f o r  m e). H o w e v e r, t he te r m  c y b o r g  

desc r i bes u p  i n te res t i n g  a re nas f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n, an d i s pe r h a ps a m o r e ap p r o p r i a te f r a m i n g  f o r  c u l t u r a l  

an t h r o p o l o g i s ts. C y b o r g  A n t h r o p o l o g y  i s based i n  S c i e n ce an d  Te c h n o l o g y  S t u d i es, an d i s ab o u t  h o w  

t he h u m a n  e v o l v es an d e ve n t ra ns f o r m s i n  re l a t i o n  t o  tec h n o l o g y  o f  a l l  k i n ds. A s  suc h, t he c y b o r g 

o r i e n t a t i o n  has m u c h  m o r e t o  d o  w i t h  t he b o d y  t ha n w i t h  e x te r na l  f a c t o r s a l o ne. 

I  g ues t l e c t u r e d o n  t h i s a n u m be r  o f  y ea rs ag o, so f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n, he re i s w h a t  I  used t o ass i g n  

f o r  t he re q u i r e d / re c o m m e n de d  read i n gs. T h e  f i r s t f e w  are i n  t he o r de r  I ' d  r e c o m m e n d  read i n g  t he m  - 

Es c o ba r an d D o w n e y  e t a l  p r o v i d e a g rea t o v e r v i e w. I f  y o u ' re se r i o us ab o u t  l ea r n i n g  m o r e, I  w o u l d  

a ls o su g ges t t he ed i t e d v o l u m e b y  C h r i s H a b l es G r a y. 

a

T h e  H a r a w a y  (in R e c o m m e n de d  g i v e n  t he 

na t u r e o f  t he c l ass I  w as teac h i n g) i s t o u g h  read i n g  b u t  i s w o r t h w h i l e i f  y o u  ca n s l o g  y o u r  w a y  

t h r o u g h  i t. T h e re i s a l i n k  t o  he r M a n i f es t o  o n  t he S ta n f o r d  w e bs i t e he re - 

h t t p://w w w.sta n f o r d.e d u/dep t/HPS/Ha ra w a y/C y b o r g M a n i f es t o.h t m l . A s  t h i s i s n o  l o n ge r  a f o c us area 
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f o r  m e, I  d o n ' t k n o w  w h a t  t he c u r r e n t  l i t e ra t u r e i s, b u t  I  w o u l d  ag ree t ha t t h i s o r i e n t a t i o n  has so r t o f  

f a l l e n  o u t  o f  c o m m o n  use. 

B es t, N a t a l i e

C Y B O R G  A N T H R O P O L O G Y

 C y b o r g  A n t h r o p o l o g y  i s a t he o r e t i ca l  ap p r oa c h  i n  S c i e n ce, Te c h n o l o g y, an d  S o c i e t y  S t u d i es (STS) i n  

w h i c h  t he A n t h r o p o l o g y  o f  V i s ua l  C o m m u n i ca t i o n  p l a ys a s i g n i f i c a n t  pa r t. T h e  E s c o ba r essa y  w i l l  

h e l p  p u t  C y b o r g  A n t h r o p o l o g y  i n  t he c o n te x t  o f  S T S, an d  t he D o w n e y  e t a l. a r t i c l e w i l l  p r o v i d e so me 

m o r e de ta i l  ab o u t  w h a t  c y b o r g  ap p r oa c h  ca n b r i n g  t o  an t h r o p o l o g y. T h e  su bseq ue n t  a r t i c l es (Sto ne, 

G u s te rs o n, D o w n e y, R a p p) ca n be read i n  an y  o r de r, eac h o f  t he m  p r o v i d i n g  a c y b o r g  pe rs pe c t i v e  o n  

d i f f e re n t  i n d us t r i es an d w o r l d s.
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d i g i t a l  e ra. N e w  Y o r k : P ha i d o n  P ress I n c.
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S p i l l e r, N e i l. 2002. K a r e n  A  F r a n c k _ W h e n  I  E n t e r  V i r t ua l  R ea l i t y, W h a t  B o d y  W i l l  I  L e a ve B e h i n d?

_ 1 995 i n  C y b e r _ Rea de r: C r i t i c a l  w r i t i n gs f o r  t he d i g i t a l  e ra. N e w  Y o r k : P ha i d o n  P ress I n c.

Matthew Bernius - m b e r n i us a t g m a i l. c o m  

T u e O c t  5 1 4: 1 2:25 P D T  20 10

"C y be r  an t h r o p o l o g y" see ms t o m e  a ca u t i o n a r y  ta l e i n  l o o k i n g  at t he w r o n g  f ea t u r es o f  a p he n o m e na. 

F a i r  o r  n o t, I  t h i n k  i t  be ca m e l a r ge l y  t i e d w i t h  t he n o t i o n  o f  an t h r o p o l o g y  i n  "c y be rs pa ce" (wha te ve r  

ha p pe ne d t o C y b e rs pace, b t w). T y p i ca l l y, t he o n l y  p l a ce w h e re I  see i t  s t i l l  i n v o k e d  i s i n  t he area o f  

i n t e r ne t s t u d i es -- o f t e n b y  pe o p l e w h o  ha ve l i m i t e d t ra d i t i o na l  an t h r o  e x pe r i e n ce.

C y b o r g  A n t h r o, as a r t i c u l a te d b y  D u m i t  e t. a l, I  pe rs o na l l y  t h i n k  i s a f a r  m o r e p r o d u c t i v e  c o n ce p t. 

T h a t  sa i d, o ne ca n ar g ue t ha t t he en t i r e at t e n t i o n  t o  c y b o r gs i n  acade m i a (outs i de o f  S c i e n ce an d 

Tec h n o l o g y  S t u d i es an d ce r ta i n  w i n g s o f  an t h r o p o l o g y) i s so m e t h i n g  t ha t r u ns h o t  an d c o l d. D o n na 

H a r r a w a y, w h o  w h i l e  n o t  t he o r i g i n a t o r, de f i n i t e l y  he l p e d g r o u n d  t he en t i r e l i n e o f  i n q u i r y, has he rse l f  

m o v e d  o n t o  t he c o ns i de r a t i o n  o f  c o m pa n i o n  spec i es.

- M a t t

-‘Cyberanthropology’ thread ends-

43



-Concluding remarks-

Postill, John - J.Pos t i l l  a t sh u.ac.u k
S u n  O c t  1 0  1 4:27:26 P D T  20 10

D ea r  A l l

A  re m i n de r  t ha t o u r  e-w o r k s h o p  o n  d i g i t a l  an d  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  en ds t h i s T u esda y  at 9 p m  G M T. 

T h i s m ea ns w e ' ve st i l l  g o t  t i m e  f o r  a q u i c k  r o u n d  o f  c o n c l u d i n g  re m a r ks - i n c l u d i n g  pe r ha ps 

su g ges t i o ns f o r  f u t u r e d i s c uss i o ns. 

Jo h n

Lane DeNicola - de n i c o l a a t a l u m. r p i.e d u 
T u e O c t  1 2  1 2:48:40 P D T  20 10

I ' v e u n f o r t u n a te l y  ha d  t o l i s t e n i n  o n  t he d i s c uss i o ns f r o m  a f a r  w h i l e  r i d i n g  t he c r es t o f  t he b us y  f i r s t 

w e e k s o f  te r m, b u t  I  ca n sa y q u i c k l y  a t l eas t t ha t I ' d be i n te res te d i n  e x t e n de d d i s c uss i o n  o n  t he su b j e c t  

o f  t he p r o f ess i o n a l  r e v i e w  o f  acade m i cs w o r k i n g  i n  t h i s v e i n, w h e re v e r t he y  m i g h t  s i t ua te t he mse l v es 

w i t h i n  t he m e d i a/d i g i t a l  c u l t u r e c o ns te l l a t i o n.

I ' v e seen s i m i l a r  d i s c uss i o ns e lse w h e re--f o r  e xa m p l e, sh o u l d/ho w  c o u l d  t he c rea t i o n  o f  a l t e r na t i v e 

ana l y t i c/ex p r ess i v e f o r m s be i n c o r p o r a te d i n t o  t he p r o f ess i o na l  re v i e w  o f  aca de m i cs w o r k i n g  i n  t hese 

areas, i n  c o n ce r t  w i t h  t he esta b l i s he d m e t r i c  o f  w r i t t e n  a r t i c l es p u b l i s he d i n  pee r-re v i e w e d  j o u r n a l s? 

T h i s m a y  i n  f a c t  be a q ues t i o n  w i t h  i m p l i c a t i o ns rea l l y  f o r  t he aca de m i c  en te r p r i se as a w h o l e, b u t  

ce r ta i n l y  f o r  t h ose o f  us w i t h  a spe c i f i c  i n te res t i n  c o n te m p o ra r y  m e d i a an d  i n f o r m a t i o n  tec h n o l o g i es, 

t he de g ree t o w h i c h  w e ' re ab l e t o  en ga ge w i t h  m u l t i p l e p u b l i cs o u ts i de o f  aca de me w o u l d  see m  t o 

de pe n d  o n  h o w  w e  ans we r  t he q ues t i o n.

E n j o y e d  hea r i n g  f r o m  e ve r y o ne!

--L D

Postill, John - J.Pos t i l l  a t sh u.ac.u k
T u e O c t  1 2  1 2:55:08 P D T  20 10

M a n y  t ha n k s f o r  t ha t su g ges t i o n  L a ne, I  ag r ee t h i s w o u l d  be a t o p i c  w o r t h y  o f  d i s c uss i o n  i n  a f u t u r e 

sess i o n. 

Jo h n

Postill, John - J.Pos t i l l  a t sh u.ac.u k  
T u e O c t  1 2  1 2:53:00 P D T  20 10

D ea r  A l l
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T h e  d i g i t a l  an d  m e d i a an t h r o p o l o g y  e-w o r k s h o p  has n o w  c o m e t o an en d.

I ' d l i k e  t o  t ha n k  o n ce aga i n  P h i l i p p  B u d k a, H e a t he r H o r s t, D a n i e l  M i l l e r  an d M a r k  A .  Pe te rs o n  f o r  a l l  

t he i r  he l p  be f o r e, d u r i n g  an d a f te r  t he E A S A-M a y n o o t h  pa ne l s, an d a l l  o f  y o u  w h o ' v e m a de t he e f f o r t  

t o  c o n t r i b u t e t o  t he l i v e l y  e x c ha n ges w e ' v e ha d b o t h  f a ce-t o-f a ce an d  v i a  t he m a i l i n g  l i s t. 

A s  a l w a y s w i t h  sc he d u l e d  d i s c uss i o ns o n  t h i s l i s t w e ' l l  h a ve a P D F  t ra ns c r i p t  o f  t h i s sess i o n  u p  o n  o u r  

w e bs i t e sh o r t l y. I f  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  su g ges t a ne w  t o p i c  o r  f o r m a t f o r  a f u t u r e e-w o r k s h o p  (or i n deed f o r  

o t h e r t y p es o f  e ve n t) p l ease d r o p  m e  a l i n e o f f-l i s t.

T h a n k s!

Jo h n  PS - A n n o u n ce m e n ts ab o u t  f o r t h c o m i n g  e-se m i n a rs t o  f o l l o w  w i t h i n  t he ne x t  f e w  da ys.

-Concluding remarks end-
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